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Customers say wait for renovation was worth it

‘Tho renovation of Luigi's Trat-
toria took a littlo-longer than
Deminic and Vivian Belcastro
originally planned for, °

But the wait apparently was

worth it. Since Luigi's re-opened,

for businase moro than two
weeks ago, completo with reno-
vation to accommodate a new
beer-wine service bar, responsc
from customers has been very
good, Dominic Belcastra said.
“So far, so good,” Belcastro

said, "The response has boon
overwholming.”

Belcastro also snid that cus-
tomers at tho 76-capacity catery
on Farmington Road near Grand
River - both wearing casual and
formal attire — are “enjoying nice
glasses of wine with their meal.”

A warmer looking interior also
greets potrons, who had to eat
clsowhere for about five weeks
while the $100,000 renovation
took place, Tho end result nppar-
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ontly is o restaurant that gives
customeors a rich experience
without boing too pricoy. . .

‘Tho new look cortainly hit the
spot as far as Tiffany Anderson
was concorned.

“Tho changes

are great, and
tho food {8 llent,” Andi

' sion's awarding of a special
-Class C liquor licenss to

The renovation was
spurred by the state

Liquor Control Commis-

Luigi’s, as part of o one-
time program designed to

who works at D&G Leasing in
F. anid aftor lunchi
at Luigi's on Monday. “It's cam-
fortatle, everything’s brand new
and 1 love the warm atmo-
sphere.” .

A mural painted by Vince
ITaconelli and Nick Kastrinnass
of Farmington Hitls-based Cus-
tam Creations Studio has a lot to
do with that. Their colorful, rich
painting, complete with images
aof Italy, completely transformed
the waiting orea near the back
entrance.

“That's what I wanted,” Bel-
castro explained. “Something to
fook-at while you’ro waiting.
Now thoy can look at that,
instead of the bathroom doors.”

Paintings of Italian imagoes
also adorn the inner walls. Even
tho table coverings add to the
ambience.

help b in down-
town districts. .
According to Belcastro,
the re-opening was delayed
o fow weeks because “As
you're building, things
chango. You get new ideas.
We did a few things we
didn't think about at firat,”
*It's more open,” said
Belcastro, describing tho
changos. Of courae, the
beer-wine scrvico bar nlso
is now and there aro
booths whero tables used

to ba, He emphasized that
the menu and prices
haven't changed.

Tho project was original-
ly estimx;ltud to luskt ul’ll?lxlxt
two to three weeks. The 't 100 -
fuct it taok longor cost Lulgls o ona e explained, 1 ol
some business during the annua & »
Farmington Founder’s Festival, bad that it wasn't open.

*I could have opencd for the

renovate Luigi's Trattoria.

cyberi a“ from page Al

Beleastro noted that whils the

Job done: Dominic Belcastro says he has received a good
response from customers after closing for five weeks to

)

family style restaurant is again
open, “Wo still have somo kinks
to work out. But for the most
part, things are going smooth.”

work of a lot of people. I came up
with some ideas, and we all
worked them out, It's an inter-

- esting new world. It hasn't

replaced what we do. It adds to
it. It's more and better, because
we haven't cut back on anything.
It complements our reference
desk staff.”

Furi notes that in the midst of
the computer information explo-
sion, the library’a book circula-
tion is higher than it's ever been,
indicating that Internot access

consortium ser-
vice, Meotro Net,
including
libraries in
Farmington,
Farmington
Hills, Canton,
Baldwin, Bloom-
field pr‘rlxship,

M| ‘R doesn't replace
\I:hat wo do. It adds to
v .
Gerald Furi
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ndep
Township,
gyl Rochester Hills,
. Southfisld an

ar
The library searches the Inter-
net for sources and provides it to

nationally accredited program at
Seaholm High School in Birmingham
during convenient cvening hours.

Call (248) 988-1402 for more informatlen.
E-mail: leblanc@oakland.cdu
Fax: (248) 647-2285
Web Site: www.sba.oakland.cdu

Think Success. ‘
oandl Think Oakland University.

i

“ education, because they cnablo
. universal accesa to information ~

. work captured tho judgo’s atten-

ian't pulling people away from
books.

“Electronic resources will play
a pivotal role in the future of

access transcending Jimitations
of individunl collections, build-
ings and budgets,” i wrote in
his nomination form. . .

" Awarded: Gerald Furi, assi:

staff and no
building = wo
juat shared
resources,” Furi
said,
Today, this
local Internct

His words and revolutionary

tion placing him among librari- cyberspace.

ans chosen from each of the 50

states, Each winner will receive

a $1,000 donation toward library
By fyloe

il

yenr dial-up access to the Inter-
‘net. Applications were submit-
a ted online, with the nominee
and one quired to submit a short easny
on the future of the library.

’ The library went live on the
Internot in January 1994 with a

director; was honored for his work in

tant libra pro-
Y vides free access

to 400,000 pco-

ple. The service:

is offered to any-
one who works, lives or goes to
gchool in cach of the eight com-
munitics,

Furi also coordinated and
managed a Kids and Teens Web
pago tha? allows local teachers to
contact the library regarding
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4460 Orchard Loke Rood

V/esf Blwm[ie“, Ml -48323.

Assisfec' Iivinq,
with calered services
in ljeouhl(u suprounclinqs
created especially
oF O der dclul’rs.

Studios and suites with private baths
Three well planned daily meals

Housekeeping and linen services

Spa with pool and exercise room

Valet parking for residents

Emergency call systems

Round the clock staffing
Nurse manager = ..
Personal care assistance
Medical supervision

Scheduled activities
Game room
Library
Hair salon
Sundries shop
Transportation
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includes all utilities with the exception of telephone and cable television
Cafl Rence Mahler 3t 248,683.1010 for additional information.
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& How o ReacH Us
> Newsroom: 248-477-5450
» Newsroom fax: 248-477-9722

> Nightline/Sports:  734-953-2141
» Reader Comment Line: 734-953-2042
» Classlfied Advertlsing: 734-591-0900
> Display Advertlsing:  734-591-2300

» Home Delivery: 248-9014716
» Cable TVWMldy: 734.953-2190
. HOMELINE: 734-953-2020

students who ask. Winning

West Bl 1d loim and r ition, this

Township, ‘Web page has been written up in
*“There waa no library trade journals.

Internot access to boundless
materinl is endless, but it doesn't
threaten the printed word, Furi
said.

“It doesni’t replace what we
do,” Furi said. *It adds to it.

Owning a computer today,
Furi said, is like owning & vehi-
clo almost a century ago. *You
have to have a lot of tools,” he
added.

An average of 40 people take
frce lessons at the library to
learn how to use the Internet
during the week.

When Furi joined the Farm-
ington Hills Library staff in
1980, ho was the key staff mem-
ber responsiblo for training stafl’
to respond to requests for
databnse searches. He devel-
oped the process for which Metro
Net would run and became “the
webmaster for the Metro Net, as
well as his own library,” accord-
ing to Beverly D. Popai, Farm-
ington Community Library
director,

Returning to his alma mater,
Furi has also taught *Informa-
tion Processing and Program-
ming,” a graduate core curricu-
lum class at Wayno State Uni.
versity School of Libraries and
Information Science,

ically what P'm leaching is

» Open houses and new’
developments in your area.
» Free real estate seminar

what I wish I had learned in
l_ihrnry school, but they hadn't

information.
» Current mortgage rates. .

¢ CuasstFiep AfTER Hours: 734-591-0900
> Place classificd ads at your convenience,

& CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS
OAXLAND COUNTY: 248-01-4716
sbscri| at your lence
O&E ON-LINE: 248-644-1100
*Line Wiih fust 550U any communtcations
n-Line users can:

> chuoslr

> On.|
software—PC or Macintosh,

» Send and receive unlimited email. :
. Acgzss all features of the Internet—Telnet, Gopiier, WWW
and more. . .
« Read electronic editions of the the Observer & Eccentric
newspapers.

town or across thie country.

gning on to our service, ju
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@ PHOTO REPRINTS:

734-591-0500
“iciares thai Have'been taken by Slrsial ™™

I of

photographers:

« Provitie the publication date, pagc number, and description
of the picture, which must have been published within the
past 6 months.

« $20 for the first print, $7.50 for cach additlonal print paid in
advance {check or credit card).
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loped it at that time,” said
Furi, & Grosse Pointo Woods res-
ident.

In his sparo time, you might
have guessed, Fury enjoys read-
ing. He alao places a'premium on
spending time with his family,
wifo Mary, son David, 24, and a
black labrador retriever, Beau.
Music is another creative outlet.
Furi, who carned his undergrad-
uate degree in performance,
plays organ and harpsichord.
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