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visita to Tho Palace — Billy Joel,
Reba McEntire, Elton John and
Jimmy Buffet — as woll aa {family
shows such as Discover Stars on
Ice, World Championship
Wrostling and the Longhorn
World Championship Rodeo.
Othars have made their
Detroit-aren debut. The Spice
Girls treated a sold-out crowd of
mostly girls under the age of 10
to its Broadway-atyle show last

month, Poarl Jam will re-enter
Ticketmaster venues in tho orea
by playing The Palace on flun-
day, Aug. 23.

Tho birthday activities began
in late July. with 10 20:foot-tall
cundles mounted on tha top of
the building facing Lapeer Road.
Keeping with that theme, The
Palace of Auburn Hilla is hosting
a variety of activities during the
next 12 months, Jocl, McEntire

and John will return to, ploy The
Palace (sco nccompanying chart). :
A Palaco guest — namoly the’

26th million — will got.*some
major surprises” - . i
_“We haven't announced tho
packago yot. We're at 23-1/2 mil-
lion right now, Wo're going to put

a ‘countor. up on the, main .

o

milllon, Somobody — hopefully o

relative — will get a very nice
. package,” Wilson said with a
.." laugh,

Bringing back memorics
Tho Palaco's 10th anniversary
coineldes with the 10th anniver-
sary of tho Dotroit Pistons' fivst
‘et fonship, 8o it is holding a

entrance with it oach
posaing guest 80 overyono.can

sco how close we're getting'to 26
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+. season-long celobration.
“Every few games, one member
of the championship team will

..~ come to a garae. It will all culmi-

- nata on April 3 when Orlando
and coach Chuck Daly come in
“ond wo'll have evorybody back

for.ono big night to rovisit the

! Bad Boys,” he explained.

Pote Skorich, the vice presi.
dont of broadensting and muiti-
" tedin, counts the Detroit Pis-
tons' titles as his fand momories.
During those sessons, the
Rochester Hills resident gerved
. as the video coordinator for tho
© Detroit Pistons and visited tho
- White House with the champi-
ons. That led to other, biggor
opportunities including o siinvas
the video coordinator for the
* 1992 original men's basketball
Dream Team,
“I was able to do some things
that under normal circum-
. stances I wouldn't have been
‘able to do, When something like
that happens to you, you go,
_*God, I'm still relatively young. I
wonder if these will be the two
biggest events of my life?™
But they weren't,
Ho lists nmong his other high-

lights as the Vipers champi-

onship in 1997 and the concerta -

hold throughout the years, Sko-
rich, who started with tho
Detroit Pistons in 1976 as & ball-
boy when the team played in
Cobo Arena, was instrumental in
putting togethor the anniversary
apecial.

“Putting the special togethu‘l;,

created o new memory. In 18

when Bob Seger did thoss con-
certs here, wo shot video of it. I
directed video of avery concert on
tho tour in Detroit tho six
.Palace showa and two different
Pino Knob shows, As I went into
the studio in recent weeks to put
the finishing touches on the live
porformance videos (which pro-
miered during the specisl),
through it all it occurred to me
that I had never met Bob Seger”

Soon thoreafter he got the
opportunity when Seger ordered
minor changes in the video that
premicered during tho telovision
special.

“We went into tha editing stu-
dio ond spent the cvening
togother until 6 a.m. putting the
finishing touches on the video.
Naot only did I meet him, but 1
spent a lot of time with him.”

For Wilson, secing Barbra
Streisand in concert in 1994 was
a thrill,

“Still to this day, it's the best
shows that we've ever hosted
becauso it was just so perfect. No

one had any hope that they’

would ever see her perform live.
That raade it very, very special.
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Thoro.was this level of excite-
ment, too, ubout the fact that
thoy (patrons) wero paying $350
and nobody called to complain,”
Wilson exploined. |

Upcoming improvements

The Palzco of Auburn Hills,
according to Wilson, will contin-
uo to koep up its reputation,
World-ronowned . reataurant
designer Ron: Rea, who alao
worked on the nearby Industry
nightclub in Pontinc, will head
up the multi-million dollar effort
to revamp The Palace’s restau-
rants and banquet facilities.

The Suite Entrances at the
cast and west sides of the build-
ing will ba gussied up. Further
in tho future, the organization {s
planning to modernize the
arena’s public address/audio sys.
tom and PalaceVision video
screens, to enlarge areas of the
concourse and expand the north
end of the building.

" Looking back at The Palace’s
10 yoars, Wilson is amazed at ita

growth,

“At the beginning, we were a
protty tight littlo group of more

an 100 that opened the build-
ing. Now we're up to 360 full.
time employees. We went from
being an arcna and a basketball
team to (adding) an amphithe.
ater, the othor amphitheater, the
Shock, the Vipers hockey team,
Now 300-plus nights a year, give
or take a fow day, we're doing
something somewhera, That's
the most amazing thing.”

. lnte and Fudge Shoppe. Stroll
_along the trec-shaded paths and
‘watch demonstrations of ancient
crafts such as glasa blowing.
Hundreds of items reminiscent
of the 16th century will be
offered for sale including jewelry,
pottory, weavings, herbs and
- clothes, *
King Robort challenges all
youngators to test their skills
- ‘and become-official knights of
the redlm. Cheer for your
favarite knight during the full-
contact armored jousts threo
times a day.
“We create a playscape where
the scene unfolds within you,
you're part of tho cast,” said Lu

Harding, director of entertaine
ment. “There are over 300 per-
q

with the students, ’
“Wo want to give the students
more ition,” snid Hard-

formers on any given k
We perform anywhere there's a
patch of green.”

To help prepare young actors
and -actreases for the challenges

of performing at the Renaissance |

Festival, Harding expanded the

Academy of the Michigan’

Renaissanco Festival to include
classes in the history of theater,

ing. “They step out on the festi-
val grounds with a little bag of
tricks;.they’ro very young actors
who don't have a lot of tricks: We
feel it's important to help them

. gain experience.”

The 40 Academy graduates
range in oge from 16 to 23, and
will be joined on the fostival

movement, period

T abadi

by, P
Greg Oatley who por-

design, and R perfor-
mance.

Local experts including Phil
Fox of Wayne State University
and Roberta Lucas of the Eisen-

trays Stir Collin Macleod and
world-renowned Reneissance
bard, Owain Phyfe, Guest artists
will_alui bo performing on select

hower Dance E: ble, worked

I
i
|

starring Ralph

'Monday, August 17,1998
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for a benefit showing of

The Avengers
Fiennes, Uma Th
Sean Connery

‘ We're having alook-x»like contest, too. Do you look like Ralph, Uma or Sean? Come
dressed as one of the mowvie’s characters and win a dinner ¢

angd a companion.

‘Star Theater, Southfield, 25333 W. 12 Mile Road

v $25
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HEWSPAPERS

Send a posteard with your namo, addresa, and daytime phone number to: Renny Rogers, i
The Palace of Auburn Hills, 2 Champlonship Dr., Auburn Xills, MI 48326

Ton winners will win a patr of lawn tickets to ace Konny Rogers at Tine Knob Muslo Theatro.

Al ontrics must Lo roceived by Tuesday, August 18, 1098, No purchase necessary, Must be 18

yearn or older, Employcea of Tlace Bporta & Entertalnment and Olnerver & Eccentrie
and thelr fate family members ara not cligible,

www.palacenot.com )




