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crhnps it's the dog days of

August, Maybe it's just a failuro

to adjust from summertime
slumber to cold reality.

Doesn’t matter. Speculation is in
the air

And as rumors go, this one is long
overdue. Clearly, tho tall-tale falls
into the categorics of “What if” and
“Why not.”

Although probably bascd more on
wishful thinking than anything else,
thero is a growing off-the-record buzz
nbout the possibility of a contempo-
rary arts muscum opening in south-
castern Michigan,

The speculation is based on a story
of a wealthy local real estate dovelop-
er who allegedly bought several build-
ings on a block in downtown Detroit.
The developer’s supposed intention is
to renovate the buildings to accommo-
date a collection of medern art.

In addition, as the story gocs, the
apaco will also be available for instal-
Intions and exhibits by contemporary
artists, including piccea by leading
Detroit-area artists.

Open debate

Granted, repeating — or publishing
~ hearsay usually falls in the domain
of tabloid journnlists. But this is ono
“rumor” that doesn't Jead to idle or
slanderous speculation.

Regardless of whether the rumor
proves accurate, the issue of why
there isn't a contemporary arts muse-
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hub is the
opportunity to distinguish metro
Detroit as a place where contempo-
rory art has a niche atongsido auto
ghows and sporta eventa.

Here and now

While the Detroit Inatitute of Arts
continues to prove that it is among
the leading encyclopedic museums in
the country, it only occasionally
exhibita work of contemporary artists.

“Sure, wo're encyclopedic in nature,
but we sot out to presont the beat
exampla cf art fromn all titnes and
places,” snid Maurice Parrish, interim
director at tho DIA.

Yot for the most part, tho DIA plans
cxhibits several years in advance,
They couldn't bo accused of respond-
ing to emerging art-world trendo. Tho
long-torm planning is necessary to
consolidate funding, and ensuro covet-
ed blockbuster nppeal.

While last year's “Splendora of
Ancient Egypt” and this year’s
“Angels From The Vatican” - both
sugported by large grants from the
Chrysler Foundation - have proven to
L venerbuble, ment-sro exiibits,
they present a critical understanding
of the acathetics of past culturea,

In contrast, contemporary art is
typically created by artleta respond-
ing to the miticu of the here and now,
And usunlly, what rosults is art that
defies neat definitions,

“Tho nature of contemparary art is
that it takes chances,” snid Greg Wit-
tkopp, director of Cranbrook Art
Musvum.

For tho Inot soveral yoars, Cran-
brook has sorved ns the preeminont
contemporary arts museum in tho
area. To a large extent, thoy have
pushed the boundaries, sxhibiting
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curator of European painting,
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Renaissance art in the world,
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turnl Center in Los Angeles and
tho St. Louis Art Musoum in Mis-
souri before arriving at its only
Midwest venue, From the DIA, the
exhibition travels to the Walters
Art Gallery in Baltimore and the
Mgrien Musenm ol Att {5 Weet
Palm Heacen, Fla., before returning
to Rome.

“Many of these items are not on

view ot the Vatican or can only be

viewed at the 13 Vatican muse-
ums,” said Lisikewycz, explaining
why the oxhibit is not to ke
missed, especinlly for those unable
to travel to Rome. “The fact many
of these picces have been restored
for the exhibit by American donors
to Patrena of the Arta in the Vati-
con Museums makes: this un
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WHAT : An oxhibltion of more than
100 rare works of art and artifacts
from the 9th century b.c. to the 20th
century by Rophael, Fra Angelico,
Veroneso, Georges Rousult, Salvador
Datl, and the workshop of Bernini.
WHEN: Aug. 23 to Oct. 18, Hours
aro 11 a.m. to 4 p.m, Wednesdays-
Thursdays, until 10 p.m. Fridoy, and
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturdays-Sundays.
WHERE: Detrolt Institute of Arts,
5200 Woodward Avenue. 1
COSBT: TImed tickots (Includes
Agoustiguldo sudlo tour) aro $10

adults, $5 chitdren, Founders Socicty
members free; Friday night tickets are
$15 adults, $10 children, mombers of
all ages $5. and available by calling
(248] 645-6666, members colb (313)

Related actlvittas and oxhiblts:
Lecture by Rev, Atien Dustan, O.P.,
Vatican director of the exhibition, on
how the exhiblt was concelved and
the preparations for sending the
axhiblt abroad 2 p.m. Saturday-Sun-
day, Aug. 22-23 in the Lecture Hall.
o Lecture by Rev. Terrenca Dempsey,

founding director of the Museum of N
Contemporary Religlous Art at St. R
Louls University, on cantemporaty
Amerlcan artists renewed Interest
in splritual and religlous dimensions
2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Sept. 19-
20 in the Lecture Hall.

K “Spirited Wings.” a decent gulded
tour of images In the DIA’S perma-
nent collectlon Is avallable to s
groups including students grades
three and up, 11 am, and 2 p.m.
Wednosdays-Sundays, call (313)
833-7981.

During its 40-ycar run, the Nowpart
Folk Featival has introduced fledgling
acts such na Joan Baez, Bob Dylan
(with an electric guitar, no lese), and
Joni Mitchell, while also playing host
to veterans,

To celebrate its four decades, festival
organizers are taking it on the road
during which voleratis and nos
will join forces.

Logendary folk/pop singers such as
Baez, Nanci Griffith, John Hiatt, The
Staple Singers, and Rickie Lee Jones
will join the alternapop act The Violent
Femmes, rolative youngsters Marc
Cohn, Wilco, Rodney Crowell and the
Brit pop act Arnold on Saturday, Aug.
22, at Pino Knob Music Theatre.

Loudon Wainwright will emcco the

event,

“So what I'l] be doing is going out
and maybe doing a couple songs whila
setting up for various people, Hopefully
TN bo killing time in a somowhat enter-
taining fashion,” Wainwright
oxplained,

* enjoy it. It's kind of like -prccisiun
bombing in o sense. You've got 10 min-

utes and you've got to hold them and
set them up for the next people.”

If his albumsa are any indication,
Wainwright will prove to be an amiable
host. His 15th album, “Little Ship” (Vir-
gin), opens with the spritely “Breakfast
in Bed” during which he keeps his
trademark humor in check - “When I'm
an your capty stomach/it must mean
I'm in the mood” ... “In bed like John
and Yoko/We're givin' peace a
chance/All that we aro say.ng is
whero’s my underpants?”

But “Little Ship™ navigates towerd
tho darker side of relationships tracing
tho end of his love affair that inspired
his 1996 album *Grown Man.”

“The album kind of tracks a relation-
ship. It begine kind of excitedly and
happily with ‘Breakfast in Bed.' But it
waan n rolationship that eventually
failed,” said Wainwright who proviously
hosted a BBC muaic show filmed in
Scotland.

“After years of relationships, one can
become pessimistic. I do kind of believo
the world is a terrible placo. But it's
aloo beautiful nnd intereating and

delightful and
cruel and terrible
and scary. You
can pick up the
newspnper and
see that. [ wasn't
trying to be dark.
I was trying to
tell it like it is."

“I Con't Stand
Myself” is telling
with veraes like
“there’s someono
out there just
imporfect for me/There must be some
kind of waitress/l could lure on to my
mattress.” In *The World” Wainwright
sings “thero’s no good nows/this world's
uscless/I'm outta  here/lt's my
Eonleﬂucnum the world is a crappy old

ole,”

“] thought it would be funny to sing
about how terrible thinga are and play
the banjo, which is kind of a happy
instrument in folk mueic,” said Wain-
wright.

Plonso sco FESTIVAL, C2

Varlous genres: The Newport
Folk Festival isn't limited to
that genre. The roots rock band
Wilco, above, will dig deep into
its collection of Woody Guthrie
songs it recorded with Billy
Bragg. Loudon Wainwright,
left, will emcee the cvent which
begins at 1 p.m. Suturday, Aug.
22, at Pine Knob Music The-

atre.




