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Take charge: Residents
should continue to make
noise about their flooding
problems and the city
should take action./A14

Vintage: You may not
know it, but the first
woman architect in

-~ Michigan, Emily Butter-
field, hailed.from Farm-
ington. Butterfield, who
died in 1958, was an
author and artist./B1

Soccer preview: With All-
Observer forward Tim .
Rais returning, the Farm-
ington Falcons have an
optimistic outlook for the
1998 boys soccer sea-
son./CL

City champlons: Led by .
sophomore varsity substi-
tute, North Farmington
defeated its city rivals in

the annual all-Farming-

@ Polico and Fire Al4
= Clessitond fndern G4
Real Estate G4
Coomword G5
Jobs H4
___Home & Service J2
Automotive e d8
® Opinion A1213
B Community Life B1
H Calend C5
B Real Estate F1

A

“toit golf tournament./CL-—

Farmington
couple dies
in crash

Steven nnd Colleen Maxson of
Farmington shared a common love
of motorcycles and died while riding
one,

That's how they will be romem-
bered by their collengues, family and
friends, eccording to a co-worker.

*These two people met on a motor-
cyclo and that’s how they died,” said
Lucretia Wright, a Detroit police
officor who worked withi Steven
Maxson for three years. “It was a
love story.”

Steven, 68, and Colleen, 64, were
killed Saturday, Aug. 15, in Liv-
ingston County’s Genoa Township,
near Howell, reportedly whilo riding
to o motorcyels convention. The tou-
ple's cycle was headed west toward
Howoell on Grand River when they
wero struck by a car pulling out of o
crous asrect. They died at McPher-
son Hospital in Howell. .

The couple waa wearing helmets
and had the right of way, according
to police reporta. The car that struck
the couplo wasa reportedly driven by
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So long:
Not want-
ing to bur-
den his
colleagues
or the
communi-
ty with
potential
conflict of
interest,
Joseph
Svoke
announces
his resig-
nation
Tuesday
night.

GES ) httnd/

immediately.

Putting you In touch
with your world

See telated story page A3

For Joseph Svoke, serving on the
Farmington Board of Ed ion has
always mennt. taking the high rond,
doing the right thing and asking the
“tough questions.”

It never meant putting the district
and community into a potentially
thorny position. That is why Svoke,
with twe years remaining on his sccond
four-year term, resigned during Tues-
doy night's bonrd meeting. The deci-
sion was prompted by Svoke’s mid-July
hiring with RCI Electric of Farmington
Hills, a firm that is doing bond issue
construction-related work at Farming-
ton High School.

“Educationn] leadership and budget:
control must stay at the top of your'
Yist,” said Svoke, holding back obvious
cmotion as he rend a prepared state-:
ment. “You don't have the time or the
energy to be wasting, fighting and
addressing any perception of an
integrity problem.” :

As Svoke read the statement, others
on the board sat eturined, even though -
board President Gathy Webb knew:

Sunday night about the pending resig-.

Ploaso scc SVORE, A3

. .Proud: Richard Fritz drove from ‘Redford Township tc enter his
‘type in the “Cruise the Grand” in downtown Farmington Mond

his Jaguar while Ri

Take a look: Richard Fritz shows off the engine of
chard Larabee (at right) pops
the hood of wife Marsha’s 1956 Chevy pickl.r&trucla
The city closed State Street an hour earlier

to accommodate the vintage vehicles.

sic itaelf,

attracted,

Cruise
Hoping for a
classic

he experiment of tlosing down State Street for tho
“Cruise the Grand” display in downtown Farming-
ton in one Roger Ratkowski hopes becomes a clos.

Ratkowski said Monday night's classic car cruise
drew 267 registered cara - significantly more than the
usual 200-220 vehiclea the summer-long ovents have

“The one-time deal of having the cars on State Street
really helped a lot,” Ratkowski said Tueaday. “It was a
great lenrning experience.” © -

Last weekend's Woodward Dream Cruise also was a
factor in the larger crowd, snid Ratkowski, owner of
“Cruiso the Grand® co-sponsor The Pasta Stop. Pago's
Food & Spirita is alse €0-8PONSOT, ~

-In order to

1970 Jaguar E-
ay night.

was shut down one hour carlier than for the previous

the vintage icles, State A

onday
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Hills teen
won’t forget

Like baby boomers remember where
they were when Joha F, Kennedy was
shot and others remember where they
wers when the space shuttle Chal-
lenger cxploded, Steve Economy Jr.
will always remember where he was
when two police officers were killed in
the line of duty at the U.S. Capitol.

Tho Far Iills teen,
in the footstops of his older brothers
Tom and John, was working ns a sen-
ate poage for Repub-

lican U.S. Sen.

it had 'gn:nt Lott \il)\en two

apitol police offi

l:f%tj::l:en ccrla we[rc kilje;l in

July. He had just

when a cou- ﬁl‘\li“}(‘]ml wml'king gor

the day when the

g‘:; dklll‘ll: fntlnl shots rang out
July 24,

they'd "“l m’d just gotten

ofl work when a cou-

heard shots 1) "y4s told me

over thelr thoy'd henrd shots

walkle- aver their walkie-

talkies.' :gilllltivn,' Economy

Stephen  "Everyone wos in

Economy ™ roenic in my dorm

room. We coulin't

--Senate page

“

Job: Steve Economy
displays the idertification
badge used in his job as a capi-
tol page.

believe what happened. The kids were
real stunned. We watched the same
(footage on television) for two or three
hours.” .

A brief panic wns felt in the dorm
room when they realized one of their
fellow pages was sent on a run but had
gotten the destination wrong, nearly
putting him in the shooting scene,
Economy aaid. ,

That same panic was felt several
states away in Farmington Hills, when
Economy's mother Tula feared her son+,
might have been hurt ~ on worse,

“f just happened to turnion the televi-
sion and see;the news (of the shoot.
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Whenever bombings aecur, such
as last week's in Omagh, Northern
Ireland, someane typically loses an
arm or leg. An event pianned for
this October in downtown Farming-
ton intends to help make it possiblo
to help such victims restore their
lives as much as posaible,

The event, dubbed the “2ZAM 24
Hour Marathon of Hope,” will take
place from 6 p.m, Saturdny, Oct. 24,
until 6 p.m, Sunday, Oct. 25, to
raige nwareness and donations for
Make-A-Difference, » Detroit-based
nonprofit organization which strives
to fit child nmputees with artificial
limbs.

Farmer Farmington High Scheol
All-State distanco runner David Clie
nuard told city council members
Monday night that he has bis sights
set on completing 100 milea during
the marathon.

“If you did the math," Clinard
explained, “that's a 34 or 15
minute mile. Its plausible.”

Clinard and other runners will
solicit sponsorships for donations

’

Marathoners to go
the distance in city

B The ‘2ZAM 24 Hour .
Marathon of Hope' will be
S p.m, Saturday, Oct. 24,
until 5 p.m. Sunday, Oct.
25, to ralse awareness
and donations for Make-A-
Difference, a Detrolt-
hased nonprofit organiza-
tion that strives to fit
child amputees with arti-
ficial limbs.

and the roster of participants could
grow to between 26-50,

*We think we ean draw a lot of
attention to o very fine conumunity
and n very fine cause,” anid David
Willinma during Monday night's
Farminglon City Council meeting,
where the request to hold the
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* i ) " s Novwork, fne. - .
trustee Joe Svoke resigns

: ' A Farmington school board Secretary Joe
Svoke rosigned after accepting a post with an

electrical firm that does business with the i
district. A search for his successor began :




