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Dibert takes first shot in 37th state House ra(;e

If votera aro waiting for the
first shota to be fired in the 87th
District House race, they haven't
been looking around their feet.

+ ‘Otherwise, thoy'd have scen
the spent shell casings alrcady
scattored on tho political land-

wrote us off I_n 1998.’

B ‘We're golng after him ¢his time. Two years.
ago, we bumped Into a lot of walls. Everyone

Stephen Dibert

—Democrasic challenger

scape - the majority launched by
upstart Damocratic candidate

Stephen Dibert. more legislator for his votes on
{ “The window hing b senior tation, the gas
awner who is chnllenging Repub-  tax and, most recently, the bili
lican incumbont . Andrew that gives businessea tax breaks

for moving to predetermined dis-
tress areas.

The bill, which has pnased the
Senate and is expected to be
signed by Gov. John Engler,
could potentinlly cost Farming-
ton Hills $2.2 million in lost rev-
enug, city officials said,  °

“The jeb of a representative is
to bring homeo the bacon, not
stenl it from our plates,” Dibert
said. :

His campaign marks a radical
departure from his run for the
same seat in 1996. Raczkowski
soundly beat Dibert in the gener-

Ranzkowski started his attacks
in May through his self-pub-
lished organ, The Dibert Docu-
ment, Tho missive is regularly
faxed to the medin and banner
such Weekly World News type
headlines as “Cocky Rocky
serews Farmington Hills —
Encourages businesses to leave
diatrict”™ and “Cocky- Rocky
éqn_ght stenling wheelo from
scniors,” - -

Like Raczkowski, Dibert ran
uncontested in tho Aug. 4 prima-
ry. That's allowed the Dem to
vigorously lash out at the sopho-
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od performance and is

nl olection, but the upstart is
buoyed by a better-than-predict-

His opponent is not impressed
with tho campaign tactics.
Raczkowski called them “offen-
sive, © . :

“Ho twists the truth on my
votes ard characterizes me as
this evil person who doesn't rep-

too far. The stato rep defends his
vote on the bill to climinato per-
sonal property tax for businesscs
thnt rolocate to distressed arcos.

For one, tho proposed legisla- .

tion only covera porsonal propor-
ty taxes for new fqu!pme.nt and

resent and Fi g
tan Hills, which is the tatal oppo-
site of who I am,” Raczkowski
said, “I would hope he wouldn't

an aggressive effort.
“We're going aftor him.this

time,” Dibert said. “Two years

ago, we bumped into n lot of

walls. Everyone wroto us off in

1996.” .
With an incumbent in a
Republican stronghold, the
Democratic Party hasn't target-
ed the 37th District as a key race

- and thus hasn't pourcd money
into Dibert's campaign. Dibert
had two fund-raisers, including

ono attended by former Gov.

James Blanchard in June. Dib-
ert said he plans to apend
$40,000. )

Ru “ from page Al

stoop to Fi
“In fact, you enn say he and

. (Geoffrey) Fieger are cut from
the samo cloth with their name-

calling.” Y
Actually, the Democratic
gubernatorial candidato has not
been immune to Dibert's wrath.
In a refusal to support the attor-
ney's bid, The Dibert Dlocument
referred to Fieger as * out of con-

trol, foul mouth, egomaniacal ...” .

Republicans picked up tha quote
and ran with it, which caused
Dibort to be dreased down by
Michignn Democratic Party offi-

cials.
Raczkowski said Dibert went

Jr )
would still be taxed, he said.
" Raczkowski doesn't sce tho bill
being a factor in Compuwaro

Corp.'s decision of whether to :
stay in Farmington Hills or .
movo to Detroit. Ho cites $7.5 .,

million over 14 years in job tax
credita from the atate the compa-

ny already receives being in the

illa,

*I stond by that bill,”
Raczkowski said, *If we build 2
strong Detroit, we build a strong

Farmington Hills,"
Aslde from swings at his oppo-
nent, The Dibert D t

Challenged: State Rep.
Steve Raczkowski says his
gpponent twists the truth.

sagging infrastructure and cre-
ey .

includes quotes from George Pat-
ton, Sam Rayburn ond Robert
Kennedy nnd provides updates
an tho campaign. He also shares
his ideas on how to fix the state's

ate

The sparsely distributed
newsletter hns achieved one goal
in terms of Raczkowski, Dibert
said, :

“It'a gotton under his akin.”

marathon in downtown was
approved.

Tho marathon is deaigned to
raise awareness about the thou-
snnda of amputces that have Jost

limbs te land mines and the
asgocinted problems they face.
Williams and Paul Templor,
founded Make-A-Difforence in
1997; Templer lost his orm when
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PR How 10 ReacH Us:

> Newsroom: 248-427-5450
- Newsroom fax: 248-477-9722
» Nightline/Sports: -~ 734-953-2141

> Reader Comment Lner 734-953-2042
> Classified Advertising: 734-591-0900
> Display Advertising:  734-§91-2300

» Home Oclivery: 248-901-4716
3o CableTVWeekly:  734.953-2190
HOMELINE: 734-953-202

» Open houses and new .
- developments in your area.
» Free real estate seminar
. information,
» Current morigage rates.
v Crassifiep AFTer HOURs: 734-591-0900

» Place classified ads at your convenlence.

¢ CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS
OAKLAND COUNTY; 248-901-4716
» Request sut 1ons at your « lence.
¥ O&E ON-LINE: 248-644-1100

»You can access On-Line \V‘Ililéusl about any commiunications
software—PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can:

« Send and recelve unlimited emall.
« Aczess all features of the Internet—Telnet, Gopher, WWW

TAMMIZ GRAVES / BTATY AxtisT

S and o,
‘| Read electronic editions of the the Observer & Eccentric
b newspapers,
« Chat with users across t ss the country, i
it yob need help sign v service, just call the

O &E On-Line Hotline: 734-953-2266 - !

: m PHOTO REPRINTS: 734-591-0500

> Brder reprints of pictures that have been taken by our S
photographers:

« Frovide the publication date, pa
\ of the picture, which must have

t number, and description

cen published within the
past &6 months.

» $20 for the first print, $7.50 for each additional print paid In
advance {check or credit card).
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‘Featuring Authe

ntic Thai Dishes

o LUNCH SPECIALS FROM 11-4 PM . . .} sl

L * CARRY OUT & CATERING AVAILABLE. ', "~
Cocktails Now Available .

- _ Reseryations (248) 626-6313 ERIR
T17 " G35 Orchard L. Rd. st Mople » OId Orchard Shopping Cee. - §
. HOURS: Mon.-Thur. 11 AM:20 PM, Fri. & Sat. ‘11 AM-11 PH(, Sun, 129PM '

RESTAURANT

Your Future is Gur Business

Earn your MBA from Oakland University’s
nationally accredited program at
Seaholm High School in Birmingham
during convenient evening hours.

Call (248) 988-1402 for more informatton.
E-mait: leblanc@oakland.cdu
Fax: (248) 6472285
Web Sitc: www.sba.oakland.edu

Think Success.
oakiandl ‘Think Oakland University. -

FIGHTY

We have alf seen the cartoon cat
and dog chase but many
households have hoth specles
coexlsting peacefully. These pets
can often be seen grooming each
other, curling up together, or
shating the same water bowd. | am
often asked how to [ntroduce a new
Kitten of puppy lnto a family with
other pets.

The diffieulty in having both dogs
and cats [n a houschold Is dve to

to reassure both pets while they get
to know each other, Given time,
most pets will become friends but it
Is Important not to teave them
together unsupervised until this
relationship develaps.

At Small Anima! Hospltal, our
primary concen Is your pet’s
health, We offer boarding, house
calls, and a 24 hour emergency
service, For questions concerning
your pet of to schedule an

theit nnate p behaviers,
Cats will chase after anything that
moves. This includes tays, bugs,
and puppy tails. Dogs also chase
moving objects and & runping cat
stimulates this predatory behavior.
To Introduce these twn species
select a qulet spot and keep the
newest pet restrained while
keeplng the new pet calm and
under contral. If mase than one dog
Is In a household, Introduce & new
car to each one separately. Contlnue

Jppolntment, call our office,

Look for our next asticie In two
weeks,

“Serving the cormmunity
for over forty-one years,”
SMALL ANIMAL
HOSPITAL, P.C.
32635 Northwestern Hwy.
fannington Hills, M1
(248) 626-1854
“We See Big Dogs Too"

maiarsa

attacked by a rogue hippepota-
mus on the Zambezi River dur-
ing the 1996 ZZAM Expcdition.
ZZAM stands for Zambin, Zim-
babwe, Angola and Mozambique,
thosc cities the river passes
through.

Council members such as Jim
Mitchell were enthralled with

the idea. *I think this is & noble *

cause ... And it's o way for us to
be able to d ate how

M ‘I think this Is a noble
cause ... And it's a way
for us to be able to
demonstrate how
pedestrdan-friendly and
runnerfriendly a com-
munity we canbe,’
Jim Mitchell

—Councilman

pedestrian-friendly and runner-
grinndly a community we can

0,

The council was assured that
the marathon would not hinder
pedestrian traffic, with Clinard
and othors: staying on the side-
walks; not running in clusters;
stopping for all trafic signals.

A regiatration tent will be put

fallit e

up on thoe northeast comer of the
Downtown Farmington Center
parking lot, .
*The route itsclf will begin at
Mayfield and Grand River, pro-
ceed west ta Farmington Road,
south on Farmington to Slocum
and cast on Stocum to Mayfield. *

“Bring Inn All Of Your Old |
. Diainonds & Gald 1
Rolex Watches Wante

$1.99 Batterles for Most Watches
» Exchuding Lithium » W/Coupon « Limit Ono.

lwy e .
] 369,70 . o+ 29 427878 |

" Barbara Hatch School of Dance

EROWACCEPTING ENROLIMENT FOR FALL CASEES)

* Ballet
e Pointe’
* Tap

e Jazz

» Modern &
Swing Dance

e Lyrical
# Boys Classes

Ages Pre-School thru Adult
orning Classes Available

Registration August 25%, 26 & 27" 5-7 p.m.
T Nufcracker Auditions to be announced! ' * A H

G DA 34B3T0

33305 Grand River, Downtown Farmington
172 Block East of Farmington Rd. {behind the At Alcove) ‘@
|| Bubara Masak Hatch - Director BFA. In Dance 'm. |
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Replacement Windows
We now offer financing
» Litastimo Warmanty » Tharmopano (n many styles and colors to chocsy from
= Bowss & Bays * Low E Glass « Suporspacer Windows

ast, aasy cleaning

"Peavicys Orders 2y

GREAT PPRRECK
To Help Y

* Windows » 8¢ ours ¢ Flbarging
« Dosrwa
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