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Protestant
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. shirta? Are
they people
you might be
happy to seo
run your
bank, but
with  whom
you wouldn't

wa?gggkg want to spend
— """ an evening?

‘Those old
enough to remember prohibi-
tion, bans on card playing and
Sunday blue laws will likely
ogree.

In July, Alain de Botton
wrote nn op-ed piece for tho
New York Times about the
Modern Library's controver-
sial list of the 10D greatest
English language novels of
tho century. Reflecting on the
Modern Library’s choices, de
Bottom wrote that, “A per-
verse belief dictates that a
great work of art must be dif-
ficult, an apparent relic of @
P. iation between

influences
are a source of pride

convents would be taken up
by Christians generally.

The reformers harbored the
expectation that ordinary-
Christinn people would
become as disciplined and
committed to their faith as
the nuns and monks had
been.

Of course, this dronm was
not to be realized ~ at lonst
not on the scalo the reformers
had once hoped. But it is truo
that whoro Protestantism
flourished, there flourished
also a eertain asceticism.

Protostants drastically
reduced tho number of holy
days, which in medieval
timea, had provided an enor-
mous number of festival days
when no ono was expected to
work. The Protestant reform-
ors introduced the idea that
on¢’s labor was an arena for
exhibiting th.s glory of God.

Whore I'rotestants flour-
ished, the rising urban mid-
dle-class, in particular,
learned to approach daily
work with the same systemat-
ici ity ns tho monk had

virtue and a renunciation of
earthly pleasures.” The italics
are mine,

I'm not interested here in
whether it makes any sense
at all to attempt to identify
the 100 greatest English nov-
els of the century.

That battle is being fought
elsewhere. What struck me
was de Botton's description of
Protestantism. Is it true that
Protestants link a renuncia-
tion of earthly pleasures to
virtue? I'il admit that when 1
read those words, my first
reaction was to become defen-
sive. Aflter all, when I think of
renauncing earthly pleasures,
I think firat of monks and
nuns ~ hardly any of whom
are Protestants!

And yet, upon reflection,
there is a link to be made
here. One of the great hopes
of the Protestant Reformation
waa that the serious Chris-
tianity of the monasteries and

ic
approached his prayers.

At firast, when the mer.
chant, the blacksmith, the
printer and the mason began
to treat their work as a holy
calling, they brought to it no
great expectation of material
rewards,

The reward of this scrupu-
lous honosty, this careful
attontion to detail was spiri-
tual. One's work was offered
to God. It was not juat a way
to carn a living, but was also
o spiritual exercige.

Things that undermined
work disciplines — excessive
drinking, gambling, idlencss -
had become undesirable, But
1o and beheld, those whe
adopted the systematic pur-
suit of work o8 a holy calling
began to get rich.

Long  hours, careful
accounting, concern for quali-
ty, personal austerity — all
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St. David’

BY BARR PERT TEMPLETON
BIECIAL WRITER

When Fathor Gary Callahan
answered the call to serve as
hend pastor &t St. David'a Epis-
copal Church in Southficld back
in 1076 he nover thought his
assignment would last more

" than two decndes,

“I've always felt that you
shouldn’t be any onp place to
long, it's ot always good for the
congregation and I was sur-
priscd to have remnined at this
parish for 22 years,” Callahan
said,

Currently learning to talk
about his work at St. David's in
the past tense, Callahan hos
accopted a new post at St. Mar-
tin of Tours in Chattancoga,
Tennessee.

A former parishioner at St.
David’s recommended Callahan

- for the opening which will have

him serving a8 head pastor at

S8t Martin's in carly September,

“I'm very fond of all the peoplo

* here but the congregation is in

good shape to tako on a lifo of
it's own now,” Callahan said. “If
I felt they nceded me I'd stay
but it's a calling process and ao
I'm looking forward to new chal-
lengo.™

Jacob Jones, who has served
as the senior warden at St.
David's for the last two years
and in that post works very
closely with Father Callahan,
has mixed cmoations about Calla-
haon's departure,

“If it had to happen it couldn’t
have happened at a better time
as wa are strang in membership,
spirit and finnnces at this time,”
Jacob said. “We are very well
positioned right now and that is
to his credit. But this is truly a
tremendous loss for our parish”

Looking back

Callahan, a native of New
York, has fulfilled all three of his
ministry assignments in Michi-
gan. The first was as an Assis.
tant Paator at St. Luke’s in
Kalamnzoo and his second was
as Paostor at a church

* - 2 v 4 Wt Y. 5 -,
The Rov. Gary Collahan shortly after ho arrived at St. David

called St. Martin’s Episcopal
Church.

When Callahan was assigned
to St. David's in Southficld in
1976 the aren was quite different
from todny, He can recall that 12
Mile Road was just a two lane
rond and the church community
quite a bit smaller.

“This church was founded in
1952 in Borkley as a missi

aged to have a “pretty steady
congregation”, he said.

“We've had a lot of good min-
istry here,” Callahan said. “We
have an outreach program and
were one of the original mem-
berz_!' of the South Oakland Shel-
ter.

St. David’s also boasts a very
strong ministry for thase griev-
ing including o jal garden

chapel of the St. James Episco-
pal Church in Birmingham,”
Callahan eaid, “In 1957 the first
stages of St. David’s were con-
structed in Southficld. The pro-
Jject was completed in 1963."
Over the years Cnllahan has
observed that the church as a

just north of Grand: Rapids

d quite a

has cl
bit. Still St. David's always man-

i
that was established in 1985,

“We recently re-landscaped the
garden and it's a fairly attractivo
place for people to go and sit and
meditate and feel close to their
families,” Callahan said. “And -
there is no charge for the mem-
bers of our church.”

- Steady growth

22 years:
sn
Today St. David's has moraids
than 400 members and nbout Q8.
percent of them have been in..;
attendanco since Callahap,,
arrived. )
“I'va hopefully provide somo =
atability during this kind of...
change,” Callahan said, “This is ..
a place where peoplo need to be ..,
incorporated into the church
because people seem ta come and
go unless you find a way of
jnvolving them in church.”

Gotting othera to get invalved
was Callahan’s specialty accord-
ing to Jones. Ho could get most
anyone to take part without
“pontificating” or “dictating”
things.

“Ho has very strong peoplo
gkills and always talked to you -
a8 o peer versus a superiof,”
Jones said, “He's direct but hé’
docsn't tell you what to do he*
says what he feols and thut ®
comes from the heart.” oo

Those personal skills sorved
many of the elderly residents.at .,
St. Anno's Mead Retirement
Community where Callahan
served as chaplain. The facility.
is right next door to St. David'a
Church making Callahan ready
and available to serve any of the
facilities 120 residents. He:
offered weekly church services,dy
bible study program and upon
request, personal postoral ser
vices,

“Qur whole congregation will
be sorry to ace him go. He
been an integral part of our 1
both apiritually and socially,”""
Jacob anid. “Yet we are very ..
happy for him as well. This will ™~
be a new challenge for him” @2

“I think it's a good time for.us /
to leave and good for the congre~- .
gation,” Callahan said, referring.»
to himself and his wife, Barbara, .,
“A church necds now blood and
new ideas and it’s not that we'd, .,
grown stagnant but they aggr,
doing well hero now.” K

Callahan will preside over his
last aervice at St. David's on
Sunday, Aug.23. There will be a
reception in his honor on Satur-
dany, Aug, 22 from 4 to 7 pm. at
the church,
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