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Discovering guitar turns jazz legend’s son on to music

Growing up as the son of leg-
endary jazz trumpeter Don
Cherry, Engle-Eye Cherry had a
wenlth of musical influences and
instruments available to him.

But it wasn't until he returned
to his birthplace, Stockholm,
Sweden, to be with his girlfriend
that he found his musical call-
ing.

*“The first apartment that we

borrowed had an acoustie guitar.
1 hndn't messed around with it
before. In my home, we had all
tho instruments except for that.
That was the key to the door of
my carcer,” Cherry explained.

“It's n great, great instrument
— for me and aleo for writing. It's
like having a good fricnd.”

That discovery led to his debut
album, “Desireless” (The Work

m page C1

Group), a collection of ncoustic
guitar-driven, memorable pop
songs that hns already gone plat-
inum in.Sweden, He dabbles in
funk a bit (*Indecision”), but
other than that there's little of
his late father’s influenco in
*Desireless.”

I think that’s definitely me,
Being around the business and
behind the scenes, I.know the
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pantomime puppets and a hand-
mouth, Muppet-type character
who introduces the show.

Lestor operates from a red
trailer. He can set up an instant
stage from the side of the troiler
with lighta and sound built in.
Lester also has a somewhat
more elaborato stage that he can
set up inside n school auditorium
that takes about 40 minutes to
assemble.

“It allows me to creatively do
everything” he snid, “seript writ-
er, choreography, sct design, set
construction, sound guy, per-
former. It allows me to do what I
want, It also allows me to use
philosophy.”

Lester's  “Jack in  the
Beanstalk” is subtitled “A Tale of
Good Over Evil.” He said he
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always thaot hia sto-
ries take a turn away from the
traditionnl sources. He said in
the original “Jack,” the hero is o
thief who ends up killing the
giant, .

“In my tale, Jack goes on an
adventure, He gets the beans
from the spirit of his grandfather
and he finds o cruel giant who
has been stealing from others. In
this story Jack is rewarded for
doing the right thing,” Lester
said. “We try to put forth good
mesgages for kids," 4

The young puppet master hos
been sending out brochures and
calling around to schools and

libraries. He's found a receptive
market. By mid-July he had
already done 38 showa and is
booked through September. He is
developing a “Thumbelina” with
a girl main choracter,

Leoster still has other acting
drenme. He is planning on doing
voice overa to use his versatilo
gift for mimicry, and he would
like to explore film acting.

But, for now, he's the master of
his puppet domain with plans to
do more than 100 shows
throughout Michigan in the com-
ing school year.

Lester can be rcached at
(248)693-6616. .
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makes sense of

this world,

importance of making music
that's exactly what you want to
be doing,” Cherry sald.

“You have to play the songs for
a yéar and you have to talk
about it for a year. I didn’t wont
to make a vecord that didn't feol

) right. Especially on tho first
A

bum, I think very often it ends
up being a littlo bit of a produc-
er's or A&R man’s product. But

‘with me, this ia it. This {s what

I've been wanting to do for this
whole time. 1 realized it's impor-
tant to take your time. You only
got one chance at u first impres-
sion”

Cherry mado his first imprea-
sion May 7, 1970, in Stockholm
to Don and artist Maki Cherry.

“The best memoriéa I have are
of my dad sitting by the piano
playing music, good food being
cooked, and lots of good vibes,
There were a lot of really, really
good people around at that time.
That generation of musicians is

quite apecial,” Cherry explained.

“We traveled a lot, My dad
brought us out on tour, mostly
through Europe. It was very spe-

cial”

“Us” included half-sister
Nench Cherry, who was born
Nench Mariann Karlssson in
1864 to West African percussion-
ist Amndu Joh and Moki Cherry.
Neneh, best known for her 18808
hit “Buffalo Stance,” and Eagle-
Eye Cherry along with Don and
Moki Cherry moved to New York
City when Eagle-Eyc was 14,

“A few years ago” Cherry left
New York for Stockholm where

his girlfriend.

The music for the title track
was written by his father who
died Oct. 19, 1995, in Malaga,
Spain. The album is dedicated to
his father, .

*] prabably would've had a*
Don Cherry song on the album-
regardless of whether he has-
passcd away, When he died it”
was very aad but he lived such a
full life. It was really a kick in -
my butt to get to werk. You don't -
know when you're going to (10
and 1 know I haven't dene what .
wanna do in this life so I better
got to work on it.” .

Efglc-Eyc Cherry performs*

he found the inspiration for his
album.

Coupled with hip-hop beats
and slide guitar, Cherry and his
half-sister Titiye Jah, an R&B
star in Sweden, duct on “Worried
Eyes," o confession of his love for

day, Aug. 26, ot the 7th -
House, 7 N. Saginaw, Poutiuc, -
Doors open at 8 p.m. for the 13 .
and older show, Tickets are $7 in |
advance. For more information, :
call (248) 335-8100 or visit:
Rttp:f Howw 96 1melt.com Eagle- .
Eye Cherry's web site s
hitp:! lwww.cagle-cyecherry.cont
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Summer Fun at Cranbrook

Institute of Science

The Robot Zoo

June 13 through Septomber 7, 1998
Mas! zoos only ollow you to look at the animals. § g
This exhibil alfows you to interact with eight
larger-than-life robotic beests through computer W
interactive and hands-on disploys. In oddition to
learning how real animals function, you can even sce live

animols ot Cronbrook’s Nature Placa. This oxhibit is sponsored by
TIME, Siticon ¥ Graphics and FANUG Robotics,

WOW! NEW FAMILY EVENING SHOWS

Looking for something difforant 1o do on Friday or Saturday night?
Pack a pienic or purchase tasty dinners o Cranbrook Institute of
Scionco. Sit back and rolax in one of our new weokend

fomily shows. They ara sure to oxcite ond dalight kids
and grown-ups alike!

Laser Beatles

Friday & Soturday, Zpm (Al oges)
Enjoy tho music of one of the groatost and most

not To mention the

foved bands of all time, tha Beatles, set to brilliont '\

losor imagest Fun for tha entire family]

Secrots of the Summer Sky

Friday & Saturday, 8pm (Agns 5 and up}
Travel 9,000 miles in this indoor celestial veyage. From the North Pole
v domesd auth cvplorn tha stare and planals visible in
our current night sky. The joutney continuas o the equoreriol tropics to .7
view night-fime wondors not visiblo from Michigan, Wa roturn just in r’
fime to wotch a beautiful sunsise.

nexyxt one.

by Naghael, far Anyrlico, Baliy

witness these h 1y worlss parely vi the o
e pawezbiol

and neady ahinleed nthers. Angels fo the Varican, Only ot the Desit Bnatitute of Adts, Ans
! . hiocs e, whetlie you §et 1 sec it or et i eaticely up 10 o Aduance simed vl
; B richrmentes ut (140) 6430100, DIA members oy peseeve theie froe timen tickers by calling (313} y3B400. .

The peteoit 1natitute of Arts » August 23 through october 18 ANBRO
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There’s motc to explore at Cranbrook:
Gardans, noture trails, Art Museum, historic homes
and picnic sites.

ek ualiely 1221 N Woodward Ave, Bloomfield Hills
just north of downtown Birmingham

1-877-CO-CRANErock




