Sunday
August 23, 1998

Meet the teachers: Meet the

- new Longacre House bal-
let and jazz teachers 7-
8:30 p.m. at the Longacre
House, 24705 Farmington
Road. :

Agenda: The Farmington
Hills City Council will
meet at 7:30 p.m. in coun-
cil chambers, 315655 11
Mile. A number of public
hearings are scheduled.

DDA: The Downtown
Development Authority
hosts a public informa-
tion meets at 7 p.m. to
discuss the proposed
renewal of the Principal
Shopping District Special

Assessment Plan. The
meeting is in the Farm-
ington City Council -
chambers. Call DDA exec-
utive director Judy
Downey, 473-7276, for
more information on the
plan to promote, market
and maintain the central
business district
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| damages. - !
BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFY WIITER

Jeanne Joncs and other Lincolnshire
subdivision residents say they have
had enough with basements flcoded by
storm water and raw sewage.

*We want the problem fixed,” Jones
anid. “We have made that request over
and over.”

Farmington Hills residents, upset with flooded
basements, have filed what they hope willbe a
clnss action lawsuit against the city for flood

-

On behalf of the residents, a class
action lnwsuit was filed in Onkland
County Circuit Court Friday morning
an hehalf of Jonea and other Farming-
ton Hilla residents who have suffered
with flooded bascments.

“We are nrguing that this is o tres-
paes nuisance,” said attornoy Steven
Lidd!e of Detroit, who has filed a num-

ber of class action suits over sewers
and flooding in other ities,
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auch as Livonia.

“We nre arguing that the city of
Farmington Hills caused a physical
invasion of these people’s homes with
the contents of the sewer lines,” Liddle
soid.

The suit also alleges-an unconstitu-
tiona! taking of property. “That basical-
Iy the city is too chenp to improve the
sowers. Why build suitable sewers
when you can use the plaintiffs' base-
ments? We want to remove the city's
incentive of using people’s basements,”

Liddle continued, .

Farmington Hills City Manager -
Steve Brock said he had heard rumors
that some residents would file suit.

“Wo will continue to work coopera-
tively with all the residents. We want
to understand whet has gone on,”
Bruck said, .

“We just haven't had Lhe opportunity
to got out and assess what's geing on.
We will meet with everyone who had a
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Unforgettable: The Mercyaires p
experience stressed teamwork,

all in preparation for-the upcomi;

Get ready: Larry

Teevens (at left)

-directs the

.. Mercyaires during
camip.where girls
crammed 'months"
of practice into
seven tough days
of work. Teevens
founded the group.

unforgettable week

Beanie game
makers told
to halt sales

BY MARY RODRIQUE
STAFY WRITER

A temporary restraining order pro-
hibiting a Farmington Hilla couple
from seclling a
board game they
crented called The
Beanie Chase waa
issucd Jast week in
Chicago.

Ty Inc., moker of
Bennie Babies, is
suing Ellen and
Ken Keils of Farm-

. ington Hills in fed-
ernl district court.
The Keilsos are
now firbtime o gt
jurisdiction over
the case moved to
Michigan, Chicngo
is the home office
of Ty Inc,

“Lnst Wednes-
day was oral argu-
ments only,” said
Ellen Keils, who dreamed up tho idea
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& The
Kellses are
now fight-
ing to get
jurlsdiction
over the
case moved
to Michl-
gan, Chica-
Zoisthe
home office
of Ty Inc.

hen the bus left Mercy High

School for a summer camp on

- Loke Huron, there were about

20 girls on board. When it returned to

Farmington Hills on Wednesday, it

brought homo a team.

Tt wasn't feothall camp, cither.

Those girls lenrned about teamwork

and each other, during the Mereyaires

summer camp, held north of Port

Sanitac. They honed voices and dance

moves under the direction of Mer-

cynires founder Larry Teovens and

professional chorcographer Alison
Kolinski,

*Cramming three or four montha of
work into seven days is tough work.
But several said it is very rewarding.

“This is tho best exparience of our
life,” snid Stephanie Barlow, entering

“hei senior year at Mercy. "We will

nover forgot this.”
For more on their unforgettable
week at camp, pleaso turn to Page C7.
. - Tim Smith

ractice on the shore of Lake Huron during their weeklong camp north of Port Sanilac. The

ng season.

Agaln ... Stephanie Barlow,

Erin Johnson, Katie Garagiola,
Krystal Dalton practice “Crezy Rhythm” during the camp
where girls honed their voice and dance skills.

Bosch grows at home

BY JOANNE MALISZEWEKI
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Just in time for'n new wentury, a $37-
million capnnded facility will serve as

Imagine: This is a drawing of what a 837 million expansion of
Robert Bosch Corp. on Hills Tech Dr.

the
will look like. -

encourage business i the state.

t under the three-yenr-old
aomic Growth Autherity,
o trx dr ves ta

‘Lost’
Where’s the mailbox?

By TIM SMITI
STAFF WIUTEI

Farmington residents living in
George Maicr'a subdivigion, near the
closed U.S, Postal Service stntion on
Slocum, wondered where tho mailbox-
es wenl to.

“I anw people coming up and look-
ing around, not sceing them,” snid
Maier, 65. “Even though they're pret-
tv ohvious.”

the new Bosch Automotive hendguar-
ters in North Americn and will provide
more than 400 new jobs,

Bosch Corp. ot ground breaking cere-
monies at the Farmington Hills site
Wednesday.
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Tax incentives from tho state and
city helped keep Bosch, an independent
autemotive supplier, in Michigan. The
oxpansion murks the lirst time Aince
1981 that the city of Farmington ills
awarded o tax break to remain in the
community.

The six-year tax nbatement fulfilled

“This (site) was chosen obvioualy-
because it is close to our customers,”:
said Bob Qawald, chairman of Robert -

“Bosch needed Lo expand. They were
looking at Indinna. The incentives
helped them stay,” . said Teri
Arl ke, Farmi Hills
ic development chordipator. “The city
councit really worked dn this for a cou-
ple of months, studying tha issue in
great detail. They decided that, finan-
cially, it wan worth keeping Bosch.P

Farntington Hills Cjty Manager
Steve Brock ngreed. “Wo decided it wns
tho hest thing for the community.™ *He
added that the expansiont witl incfease
the city’s tax base, provide new
employces and yet another source of
phil py for the i
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Fhaye, aund, o Mostt mLe s sk, wos
even broughl up during last Mondey's
Fi i City Council ing by
resident Nancy Leonard.

But Maicr didn't waste much time
finding the bank of six mnilboxes,
which were moved a more 200 feet on
Fridy, Aug. 14, from behind the old

city parking lot at Orchard Yoder.

“All they have to do to find them is
look around,” snid Maicr Wednesday
moming, after walking to the relocat-
ed maiiboxes to mail a tetter. “IUs like
looking for nddresses.”

Mo it appears sthers will have
ample chance to became reacquainted
with tho mailboxea becauso it appears
they aren't being moved anywhero
clse,

post offico to a temporary home in the -

B ‘l saw people coming up
and looking around, not
seeing them. Even though
they're pretty obvious.’
George Maier

—Resident

Fnrrinpton's Traffic and Safety
Board discuased the - i Thursday
night and decided to leave the mail-
boxes where they are, sald Postmaster
Marlene Bowers.

“It looks liko that will probably be
tho permanent location,” Bowers said
Fridny. “Now we have to look ot the
configuration.” i

Gary Goss, director of Farmington
Public Safety, concurred, “We'll keep
them where they're at. Everybody
knows whero they are.”

The parking lot loeation will be
enrefully rerutinized for impact on
traffic patterns and pedestrian safety |
befare final approval is given by the |

v

city. i
“Safety is the whole issuc s far as
— e
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