A working
mother’s creative

balancing act

ust two-nnd-a-half wecks after

giving birth to her first child,

Nathan, Darlene Correll was back
to work.

But work - as nearly every now
mother will attest ~ is never quite the
pame. Life goes from a point-to-point
journcy to a shifting mosaic.

Toting n portable crib, infant seat
and ever-present brenst pump, Carroll
reported back to work as director of
the Lemberg Gallery in Birmingham.

A self-confessed “Franklin Planner
person,” Carroll had called the gallery

Worklng mother: Darlene Car-
roll, director of the Lemberg
Gallery in Birmingham.

a mere two hours after giving birth to
check if painters had completed
repainting the interior of the gallery.

Giving birth to hier son soveral
weeks before the duc date last August
wns an omen. Apparently, Carroll’s
newborn wasn't in the mood to wait
for a place on his mother’s achedule.

And soon, Carroll learned that
working mothers make neither con-
cessions nor immovable appoint-
ments.

They make arrangements.

Curious obsession

Typically, Carroll makes the
rounds, carrying young Nathan as she
visits local artists in their studios.

Last spring, Carroll was invited to
the Birmingham Bloomfield Art Cen-
ter to talk about the business of run-
ning a gallery.

She didn't have time to arrange for
doycare. So, as she lectured on the
renlities of the gallery world, a BBAC
instructor entertained young Nathan,

“I don't work less,” she said. “I just
work differently.”

How differently? How about sitting
at her computer, phone tucked
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Corbin Wagner, a French horn
player with the Detroit Symphony
Orchoatra and Detroit Chambor
Winds, thinks the creation of an arts
conscrvatory for Southeast Michigan
youths is long overdue, .

Wagnor taught at a two-week band
camp for junior high students hosted
by Southeast Michigan Arta Consor-
vatory in July. Designed to give
hands-on experience, the camp is

-indicative of the music and danco

programs the conservatory will offer |

students when it opens Tuesday,
Scpt. 8 in Canton. Wagner, an
adjunct professor ot the University
of Michigan School of Music, attend-
ed Intorlochen Center for tho Arts
and knows tho importance of early
training and performance experi-
ence. ¥
“There isn’t anything quite liko
what's being offered in Canton,” said
Wagner, a Bloomfield Hills resid

Future of the

in the
of the

Private/public partnership.
Training future generations in the
performing arts was uppermost in
Canton Township Supervisor Tom
Yack's mind when Arnoldt Williams
Music announced it was closing its
store, The conservatory will move
into that space in September.
Arnoldt Williams sold pianos and
omployed a staff of music teachers.
Concernod that Canton would be
-devoid of cultural education pro-
gramming, Yack approached various
arta institutions, such as the Center
for Crentive Studies, about the possi-
bility of offering programs in the
soon to be vacated building with no
success; Myors, who taught trumpet
privately in Plymouth, appreached
Yack with the concept for o conser-
vatory. The approval of lesse and
operating agreements for the conser-
vatory by the Canton Board of
Trustecs not only assured the stu-
ds:m.u‘wc’uld doevelop musie skills but

“It's important to i

in dance and drama.
* The

to a higher levol, These are young
peoplo who are serious about music.”

Discovering a necd

Director Jeff Myers decided to
open tho conservatory after discaver-
ing a need for privato music inotruc-
tion and ensemble experienco for
youths, Programs such as the Livo-
nia Youth Philharmonic and the

Detroit Symphony Civie Orchestra .

provido orchestral ensemble train-
ing, but there are few programs that
incorporate orchestral and band
musie, After talking with band direc-
tors in junior and high achoola in
Livonin, Northville, Farmi Ann

hip ia leasing the building
to the aris conservatory for one year.

*Joff came to us and really took
the-lead,” said Yack. *We're offering
encouragement by partially funding
tha center for a year. If you're look-
ing at building quality of life, cqually
important is developing cultural
opportunities within a community.
With the achools cutting back on
funding, and aging audiences, we
need to develop young musicians and
now audiences, I think the conserva-
tory ia a huge step forward.”,

Although expanded arta education
progr ing at a single 1 i
does not exist anywhere but in Can-
ton, el

Arbor, Novi, Plymouth, and Canton,
Myers determined there are more
than 16,000 students who could ben-
efit from intensified training in on
ensemble setting.

The iden expanded from there. In
addition to private music, band and
orchestral studies, the conservatory
will offer clasees in ballet, tap and -
jazz, creative dance for children,
and Kindermusik, a music educa~
tion program for ages newborn to

seven. A dance studio, ensemble -

rehearsal hall and smaller studios
for private instruction ensure plen-
ty of space for the programs.

Myers is currently looking for a
drama director to initinte a theater
program in January.

“There’s no place for kids to per-
form, and no atteation to this type
of education (music, dance and
drama with hands-on professional

training) in elementary and junior
high schools,” said Myers.
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Midway through a shoot at Long
1 1d last

ts of the conservatory can

be found at & numbor of artas institu-

tions in the arca.

Southfield Centre for the Arts
At.the Southficld Centre for the
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Planning ahead: Jeff Myers and dance director Michelle Lan- -
gley plan the Sept. 8 opening of the Southeast Michigan Arts

Conservatory in Canton.

Arts, Marlowe Belanger began insti-
tuting dance and music programs for

youth 18 years ago. Some 150 stu-,

- dents ages six and up study bnllct,
tap and jozz at the centor. Middlo
and junior high students study vio-
lin, flute, piano and clarinet undor
the direction of Viadislav Kavalsky.
Tho Southficld Centre for the Arta is
affiliated with 80 arts organizations
including the Bel Canto Choral
Group, Motor City Brass Encemble,
and Southfield Symphony so high
scheol and collego age students have
!.hc opportunity to continuce ncquir-

Southeast Michigan A;ts
Conservatory

What: Opens Tuesday, Sept. 8

Where: 5701 Canton Center Road
and Maben, Canten, call (734}
453-7590.

Arts educatlon programming Is
also offered at:

B Southfiald Centre for the Arts,
(248) 333-7849 .

W Michigan Opera Theatre, (313).
874-7248

W Center for Creative Studies,
{313) 664-7611 .

ing p P

“It's extromely important to offer
arts education programs for youth
because that's our future i

. young.

INSIDE::
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19708, the outreach program com-
bines creative writing, music compo-
sition, chorecography, and perfor-
mance.

“We like to give the students that
performance experience, not only
learning about singing but costumes
and painting seta,” said DiChiera.
“They learn about theater” Lo

Another Michigan Opera Theatre
program for middle and high school
students, “The Music of Andrew
Lloyd Webber” and “The Classies on
Bre‘nd\:my.‘: gives yaut& a “taste of -

to continue the arts and to explors
and expand the aris,” said Belanger,
manager for the cultural arts divi-
sion. “There’s a great deal of creative
activity going on at the center”

Michigan Opera Theatre
Karen DiChiera, director of com-
munity programs at the Michigan
Opora Thoatre, stresses that stu-
dents, who may not excel in math or
acience, could compose music or con-
ceive of o set design if given the
apportunity. That's why programs
such as “Crente Opora” nurtura an

Uncompromising vision in

On Aug. 20, Podolsky's recently com-
pleted film was shown at the Maple
Theatre to an averflow crowd of finan-
cial & friends, family and the

Lake Market in West B

her
What: Lemberg shoulder and
Gallery Fail car, while rock- °
Opening Exhlbit, ing little
featurlng new Nathan as he
works by Susan sita in his
Campbelt, Ed infant scat,
Frega, Jane struggling to
Hammond, land into the
Wenuy Mac- blissful field of
Graw, Stephen slumber. .
Magsig, Will F?r mpntha,
Mentor, Jennifer | she'd bring her
Reoves, Robert new baby to
Schefman and work. .
others. Nathan slept
‘Whoro: 538 N, in the corner of
Woodward the office,” said
Avenue, Blrm- Carroll, point-
Ingham; {248} ing at tho cubby
6426623 hole in the back
Hours: 11 a.m. of tho narrow,
to § p.m. Tues- i)
~ - allery.
Then, after

neveral months, the inevitable hap-
pencd. Nathan became a littlo guy,
interezted in touching, sucking, nnd
pounding anythir.g in his linc of
vision.

The on-site dayearo ended when he
started to crawl through tho gallery
where the paintings exhibited on the
walls becamo a curious ob i

)\ , Jody Podolaky recalls halt-
ing production, feeling compelled to
rewrite a scene in her debut film, "All
of It.”

hodul i

host of supporters who lonned every-
thing from food to clothing to physical
locations.

Many of the supporters on hand

Amid the tight and
pace, Podolsky didn't forgot the main
reason for hustling together o seript,
cast, sundry contributions and
$600,000 to finance her firat film.

Sho sought refuge in the trailer of
the film’a star, Lesley Ann Warren, who
portrays a middle-age mother with

i ions for her ind

Aliving example .

1dke all workluug swothe.s, Carroll
hind to figure out who would care for
Nathan as she worked.

“As n working mother, it comes
down to being more creative with
your time,” sho enid, explaining tho
“tenin approach” to childeare nmong
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dent-minded 26-yonr-old daughter
(Allnna Ubach),

“1 juat sat there end started reread-
ing the script from the beginning,” said
Podolsky, 27, » graduate of Cranbrook's
Kingswood School and University of -
Southern California Film Scheol.

“That waa a moment when it was
“Wow, this is really happening’ Then I
remembered whero it all came from —
wlhnt it took to writa and produce the
film.”

Tt d us extras in the film.

Touch and be touched
Podolsky “ocsn't flinch from

appr for the arts in the

friend, producer Darren Gold, formerly
of Birming} and also o King d
grad, returned to the area for a 26-day
shoot that took them to Cranbrook,
Townsend Hotel, Franklin Cider Mill,
Tam O'Shanter Country Club and Con-
gregation Shaarey Zedek,

“Wo set out to cultivate a community
for the film,” said Podalsky. “Whoever
touched the film would be touched by
it"

d lnte

that other filmmakors might find too
intchse or lacking commercial appeal.
The film's promotional materinls char-
acterize “All of It” as n alice-of-life, and
compare its dramatic tone to the 1980
Acndemy Award-winning film, “Ordi.
nary People,” n story about changing
relationshipa among a father, mother
and san,

Although hefore producing “All of Tt*
Podolaky had rapidly risen to vico pres-
{dont of development for Alphaville, a
production company.at Univorsal Stu.
dios, she hns taken a distinctively non
Hollywood approach in creating her
independent film.

Last foll, Podolsky and her lengtime

08 p
1ust fll, Podolsky spent fivo montha in
New York editing the film. It took
another few months for post-production
polishing.

Cherished deal

After the promicre, Podalsky, Gold
and tho film’s stars were expected to
hend to the Moatreal World Film Festi-
val, which runs Thursday through
Sept. 5, The prestigious international
festival presents the top 200 films sub-
mitted from 60 countrica.

Along with an internntional press
corp, a fleet of acquisition exccutives
are on hand, representing maojor stu-
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“Students are dirccted in blocking
of the performance and are invited to
perform with the Michigan Opera
Theatre on atage," said DiChiera.

Center for Creative Studies
At the Jewish Community Center . *
in Weat Bloomfield, Conter for Cre-
ative Studies Institute of Music and
Dance han extension classes in ballet
and Enst Indian dance. At the center
itself, programs such as enaembla:
troining for young musicinns and
voice and jazz ensembles provide:

ham Public Schools in the mid- | —

students with a wealth of performing.
opportunities. L

BREEESHYE :
Family drama: Actors Alanna
Ubach, (Ieft), and Michael Sil*
ver star in Jody Podolsky's '
debut film, “Ali of It.” The
familiar location? The grounds
of the Cranbruok Education: .
Community.
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