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Authentlc vislon:
Filmmaker Jody
Podolsky, former-
ly of Bloomfield
Hills, has drawn
on the local com-
munity to make
her film, “All of
It.” The film,
which premiered
last Thursday at
the Maple The-

- ater, will be
shown at the
upcoming Mon-
treal World Film
Festival begin-
ning this week.

dias, The cherished deal, of
course, 38 for a atudio to pick
up the distribution for “All of
It,” according to the film's pro-
ducers,
Despite the excruciating pres-
sure to write, direct and pro-
duce “All of It" on a shoestring
budget, Podolaky doesn't see
filmmaking as much as a risk
as’ & way to probe for universal
themes. y

“If you are intrigued by the
experience of living, then
you're grateful to sec yourself
in so many different colors,”

. she said.

Making it happen

While “All of It” is not auto-
biographical, Padolsky brings
an uncompromising vision and
. a highly personal tone. Appar-
ently, the intense conflict
between the film's mother and
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for a larger theme.

In her quest to find her own
authentic vision, Podolsky has
created o parable. She presents
~ without preaching = what it
takes for a young woman to
find her own voico,

Like the character in the
film, the odyssey of making
“All of It" seems to have been
as significant as the result.

While the completed film
now gives Podolsky a “calling
card” when sho looks for work
at major studios, Gold has
found an indelible lesson in
nurturing the film over the last
year,

“It’s been a miracle to mako
this film,” he said. “Through it
all, Jody was inspirational, She
kept aaying, ‘We're going to
make it happen.’

“We did it without compro-
mising or settling.”

’ © Rules

~—whnt-the scademic docs nre say-

.How te . Enter

s
‘If you know "who's hehind the mask” complete the
éntry ballot below and send to: Olwerver &
" Ec je Ne , C/0: Marketing Department

. 36251 Schooieraft Rd. Livonia, MI 48150, One
hullot per houschold, Contest is open 1o residents of

Michigan over the age of 18,

Wt

Tt Wl Rook

. _ &

0z  SPRING

Newspaper fietwonrk
www.springnewspapers.com

No prirchase necessary, Tr obtaln an entry ballot andfor full context rules,
pleare visit the AT&T Centre fur the perforiming Arta, gra Theatre Box
Office Incatesl at 233 Vietoria Sireet in ‘Taronto or mall a « lressed stumped
envelope to Observer Feeentrie cfur Marketing Dept, 36251 Schaolerafs Hil.,
Livonia, MI 40150, Entry Bailats must be recelved by Observer Eccentric o
tater than Sunmday, September 27, 3998. Na aulstitutlon for or transfer af the
prize will bo allowed, The contest ect 10 all Federal, Pravingial, stute and
anunaipat laws.
The contest in open to resldents of Michigan over the uge of 10, Employees of
Livent, Inc. Spring Newapapees, Delta Chelses Tun and wembers of threie

ronsehialds are nat eligible, %Delia |
Chelsea Inn

Downtown Toronto

1-800-CHELSEA

ANDRRW LLOYD WRBALA'S

WHO'S BEHIND THE MASK?’ ENTRY BALLOT

"Wha's Behind the Mask?"Answers:

Daytime Telephone Number:

(—

her husband, motlier, and a day-
caro person, . y

“That's not to.say that I don't
got frustrated and throw up my
hands.” -

Thoso hands, however,
inovitnbly comu back down to
earth, and find their way arvund
a smooth-faced toddler, who is
.now one-year-old, and whose
recent utterances included a
word cspecinlly close to his
mather’s heart. :

“‘Art’ was one of the first
things he said,” Carrolt said
proudly. .

It’s unctear when she says
“art” if she's referring to those
warks by contemporary artists

that hung on the gallery walls or -

her son’s yearnings ench morn-
ing to reach for his mother's

army,
Carroll's bright cyes that once
- .reflected her passionnte interest
in contemporary art have grown
deepor over the past year, Find-
ing a way to balance a carecr

with the relentleas maternal’

demands, she admits, builils
character,

“It makea me o better person
knowing that I have someong
who'll be watching me as.an
example.”

She grits her teeth. Her youny
son also is a reminder of what
she never had.

A seeker

When Carroll was a few years
older than the current age of her
son, her father was reported
missing in action, His plane was

shot down, Lost in the jungics of .

Laos.

BOOKS

fl: 1969, Carrotl snid she, her
mother and lier younger sister
became the poster family for
N

11As..
o The affeet af “not knowing” has

made her a tireless researcher.
She digs for information on up-
and-coming Artista, She digs for
informetion about child rearing.
And she digs for information
about the wherenbouts of her
soldier-father. . '

She secks what anyone who
has had somcthing precious
stolen from them —certainty.

“I can't stand not knowing
things,” said Carroll. *I couldn’t
accept not knowing the status of
:.he most important thing in my
ife.”

Two weeks ago, an MIA group
lield a meeting at the Dearborn
Inn. Carroll was informed that
the site had been located where
her father's plane went: down in
Lnos. Tho site is expected to be
excavated,

But it's uncertain exactly
swhen. Mayhe ns late ap 2003,
ahe was told.

“Look, I told them, ‘I had to
live with not knowing for yeais.
If it tnkes until 2003, I can
wait.”

Parenthood not only teaches
paticnce, but nlso that the only
certainty is uncertainty.

And inevitably, that's the moat
difficult balnneing nct of all.

You can reach O&E Arts Writ-
er Frank Provenzano at (248)
901-2557, 805 E. Maple Road,
Birmingham 48009, Or send an
e-mail to: fprovenzano@. oc.
homecamam.net

Acaderﬁics* study
art of Bugsology

Roading tho Rabbit: Explorations
in Wamer Bros. Anlmation

Edited by Kevin S. Sandler
Iiulflcrs University Press, $19

BY HUGH GALLAGHER .

STAFF WRITER

“Eh! What's up, Doc?" )
Bugs, you wouldn't believe

ing about you, Daffy and your
friends. Apparently, you are one
serious rabbit.

Kevin Sandler, a lecturer at
tho University of Michigen's film
and video studies program, has
rounded up a collection of cssays
exploring various aspects of the
art and commerce of Warner
Bros, animation,

He even contributes an essny
questioning exactly what sex you

are.

“WHAA! Hey, to quote that
nitwit Daffy Duck, ‘thathh deth-
picable!™

Indeed! i

This collection offers n wide
ranging look at just low serious-
1y the academic world takes the
‘Warner menagerie,

Originally, Warner Bros, was
the “other” cartoon place. Walt
Disney was making these metic-
ulously drawn and smoothly ani-
mated works of art that awed
critics and other animatoers
alike. “Snow White,” “Fantasin,”
“Pinocchio” and other animateid
featurcs sct a standard for ani-
mation never equaled. :

But some time in the Inte 403,
critics began to realize what

audiences had known years-

before, Warner Bros. carloons
were funnier, a lot funnier, than
Disncy's carteons, Bugs, Dafly,
Porky Pig, Tweety and Sylverter
and, later, the Roadrunner and
Wile E. Coyote were creating
anarchic madnoss that made
Mickey Mouse, Gooly and even
Donald Duck seem boring and
deadly civilized. And critics
began to notice that different
directors brought different quali-
tiea to the films they directed,
Tex Avery, Friz Frlenyg, Bob
Clampett and Chuck Jenes
beeame famous while Disncy
animators slaved in anonymity
behird Disncy himsclf.

The Warner Bros, shorts;
along with those of the Fleisch-
ire

aimed not at children but nt
adults. .

These cssnys cover # wide
rango of topics: the critical shift
from Disncy to Warner Bros. nnd
how it parnileled n shift to criti-
cal ncelnim for forcign flms, the
roly of v iite 1w develop
of nnimation, the mixed history
of racist imnges in Warner car-
toons, the merchandising of

Warner and the current “store
wars” with Disney and the fight
for the soul of Bugs and his bud-

Eh! Postal; Bugs Bunny
postage stamps have been
a popular item, proving
the lasting popularity of
the wascally wabbit,

dies between fans and tha “avits”
from the Time-Warner mega cor-
poration, who want to clean up
the old eartoons and make them
as biund as Uncle Walt's,

These subjects are interesting
for anyone who wants to under-
stand the importance of anima-
tion as an art. But be fore-
warned, this book is weighed
down by dendly academic Ian-
guage, the kind Chuck Jones
loved to lampaon. The authors
always seek out $20 words when
$2 words would work better and
actunlly be more precise.

-And some theory just secms to
verge on the absurd. For
inftance, Snndler’s discussion of
Bugs’ penchant for cross-dress-
ing gets tangled with recent pos-
Luring nbout al! gender qualities
being learned and Bugs’ sexuali-
ty boing undefined. 1 think
Warnera always saw him as
male. 1 also think Bugs’ drag
routine was mare related to Mil-
ton Berle and other comics who
always got a quick laugh by the
contrast of thoir bodica with
their, ndmittedly, exaggerated
tuke on femnle attributes. The
joke was not meant to demean
women but to lampoon male atti-
tudes.

Sandler and his neademic col-
tengues seem to miag  lot of the
Jokes. -

The hook does stimulate
thought on & number-of subjects
and is well illustrated with black

.and white scencs from the car-

Wk, st
Sandler will discusis «is book
and sign coples 7:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Aug. 26, at Borders Bookn &
Music, 309956 Orchard Loke
Road, Farmington Hills,
Th-th-that's All Folks!




