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"Who in their right mind would
willingly plunk down good
money to go to a summer camp
where all you do is work your
butt off for 10 hours a day?

The Morcynires do. And they
love what they pay for, namely,
an intense, wm‘\k-lo,ng experience

Friends
helped the Mercyaires

: Learning to

One tough week

ail but disappears, After all,
the self-supporting group is
expected to pravide entertain-
ment everywhere from coun-
try clubs to church base-
ments.

And performing - putting
amiles on people’s faces - is
“what the Mereyaires are all
nboutl" said Erin Johnson, of

and bon-
fires — not to mention some pret-
ty awesome times.

It pulls everyone together,”
said Stephanie Barlow of Wixom,
one of the select group of 18

" juniors nnd seniors from Farm-

ington’s Mercy High School who
make up the Mercynires, “With-
ofit the camp we wouldn't be as
elose knit. We wouldn't function
o8 a group, which is essential to
being Mercyaires.”

iUnder the auspices of Mer-
cyaires founder Larry Teevens,
who recently retired after a 37-
ypar' carcer as Mercy High
School's music director, the girla
wake up and sing. Before break-
fast, They dance before lunch.
They enjoy each other's company
the whole day:

“There's some adversity, got-
ting up early and doing 10-hour
dnys,” said Tecvens, who will
continue his longtime role as

. Mercyaires director and lend two

' after-school rehearsals every

weck throughout the year, *“They
come together in hatred, Of me.”
“Teevens chuckled when he
spid that. It's obvious that the
Mercyaires adore the 86-year-old
l?nrthville resident.

1“He's like our grandfather,”
Batlow said. )

i Only one who amazingly

generntion of Mercynires.

» “Thia is his 38th year of doing
Mercynirea,' anid Sarah Haley,
of Waterford. “He’s going to havo
o pr. tty good iden how to inter-
act with people on our level.”

Mercyaire mission

| Of course, with 40 to 60 Mer-
cynires performances scheduled
Hetween September and June,
there is o motivation for Teevens
and the teens to perfect ballada,
hip-hop numbers and even the

old soft shoe before practice time
H

Keeps up with generation after |

Farmington Hills. “It's just a
really good message.”

According to Stephanie,
Erin and several other mem-
bers of the performing group,
aponding seven days on the
shores of Lake Huron, at a
Catholic Youth Organization
camp, gives the giris an
important head start.

“[ fecl this is, to me, o mini-
Brondway,” said Katic Gora-
giola, o Bloomfield Hills resi-
dent. *You can take dance -
lessons and you can take
chorale lessons. But there are
very few groups where you
just do this kind of darice, this
kind of singing and do thia
many shows in high achool.

“In this camp, we practice
more than 10 hours a day
and, overall, about 70 hours
in the week, Which is more
than we can do in three or
four months during the school
year”

Conecurring wos Erin Addison,
of Beverly Hills, “If we didn’t
have this camp, we would not be
knowing these dances, we would-
n't be able to perform as many

numbers. Coming here, wo learn *

everything. Then we go home
and polish it.”

1t didn’t hurt that New York
City. chorcographer Alison Kolin-
ski, n one-time member of the
Bob Fosse Dancers, spent three
days conching the group nnd get-
ting overybody inte the groove.
Nor that the Mereyaires already
possessed considerable musical
talent and dedication to the

craft.

Kolinski snid that their enthu-
ainem, and talent, mokes her job
that much more rewarding,

“With thelr bilities, 1 can tell
this is going to be one of the
great Mercynires groups,” Kolin-
ski said. “And I'm_thrilled,
because I can give them more
difficult atudl,

“Whenever
they do the
dances, they have
so much energy.
And they love
them. That
makes all the dil-
forence in their
perfortuance.”

Let's get to
work

The acenic

CYO girls camp
located north of

< On my count: Allison Sherve leads the
: group in a new dance routine.

Port Sanilne pro-
vided the perfect
setting as far as
setting the tone

Do it again:
Westland resident, practices
and practices, and practices
again.

A

Lori Michael, a

for the months to come. To be a
succeasful Mercyaire requires
learning both the material und
cach ather.

“It's away from home, no dis-

tractions,” Teevens explained.

“We don’t have ahy conflicts.
Nobody visits.”

Aside from an occasional soft-
ball game.or dip in the nearby
lake, the teens have the luxury
of devoting all their time and
enoergy to the task at hand,

That devotion to the arts came
through loud and clear during
Monday morning’s rehearsal of
“Jook Joint,” a rousing hip-hop
number from a Quincy Jones
album. During the intreduction,
clusters of dancers moved from
four corners of the floor into the
center, joining together as an
entity.

Kolinski stood opposite the
girls as they shuffled about the
floor of the old church building,
moving in rhythm to the music
blasting from n portable sterco.
An o mpty bench, between the
choreographer and group, repre-
sented what would be the edge of
the stoge.

“This whole routine, they
lcarned it since they've been
here,” noted Teevens, watching
Jfrom tho side. “We'll take this
back (to school) and clean it up
until 1iW's fetter perfeut.”

An indication of the group's
versatility beeame evident when
the next number began playing.
The Mercyaires broke into n line
dance of the Heba Melntyre
song, *Why Haven't 1 Heard
From You?"

“We try to do every kind af -

musical style possible,” Teevens
explained. “We do n bacbes hop

aumber, \;id\ the straw hats, We
try any category and do them
ir :

Including the kind of chorale
music that Teevens cnvisioned
when he started the Mereyaires,
A definite group stople is the
hymn “Ave Maria,” and they
practiced one verse befare taking
a short break, Teevens soid the
song often is performed at wed-
dings of Mercyaire alumni.

Learning from a pro

Before lunch, the group hur-
riedly changed into their purple
Mercyaires sweatsuits and
walked down to the beach for a
photo shoot. They took advan-
tage of the locale to do a medley
of 19608 music,

On the way down to the water,
Kopinski talked about why it {s
important for the girls to work
with someone who works in a
profession many of them want to
pursuc after high school.

“I'm a professional choreogra-
pher,” said Kopinski, whose hus-
band, Joe, is a performer who
mot Teevens while doing 19708
ghows at Mercy High School. “It
gives the girls a good sense of
the professional world. I try to
run the rehearsals to make them
fun. But I algo want them to
understand the rigors of o
rchearsal day.”

Then, sncaking o glance at
Teevens, she added that “he
gives me so much work that I
have to keep on going, going and
going.”

According to Kopinski, the
Mercyaires camp experience is
important for several reasons.
And not all of them have to do
with singing and dancing.

The formation of lasting
friendships is an obvious benefit.
But high school juniors and
scniors ride back to Farmington
Hills with greatly enh d self-

‘Mercyaires give their all for the team, bondi.ng and bonfires
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Here wa go agaln: After a weel of dancing, running and »
walking, all to prepare for the upcoming season, the -
Mercyaires' feet needed a rest.

ing her junior year. “I'll be able
to be in {ront of people and not
be embarrasscd about doing
gsomething different. And the
dancing i§ lllelping me become

confidence.

Another plus is the fact haif
the eampers are juniors and the
other half are seniors. The
younger girls take the lead from
these who have been Mercyaires
already.

By the end of the week, every
girl knows what is cxpected of
them as o Mercyaire. *

Several girls, following a quick
lunch of tomnto soup and grilled
checse sandwiches, tatked about
the Mercyaires camp and its
impact on them.

When the camp began, Livo.
nia’s Kim Thompson doubted
whether she'd be able to fit in,
and do all the routines despite a
handicap. She was bora with
spina bifida ana weais metal
braces around her ankles.

But then, she found out she
was handling the routines just
finc. Her sclf-doubt evaparated.
Now, she can't wait for the first
officinl performance of the year.

“Being in the Mercynires, and
learning to perform, is going to
help me,” said Thompson, eater-

¥

more d about moving.”

Westland resident Lori
Machael, soon to be n senior,
snid learning each member's
strengths and wenknesses ia one
benefit. But becoming proficient
at n variety of musical styles

“just helps you develop ns a per-
son.”

n.

Meanwhile, Barlow recalled
how Tecvens compared the Mer-
cyaires to high scheol athletic
tenms,

*It's not like a sports team,
where ... you have to lose some-
times,” Barlow said. *We don't
crer have to lose.”

Qulet: A tough week
time for fun and companionshi.
and Meghan Lorenzon take a break. .

it was. But there was also plenty of

Here Erin Addiso




