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‘TRAVE

““Cannes in Ca

BY MARTIN BANDYKE , KUt SILARSKS
SPECIAL WIUTERS

It's almost too much for a film
dred of

Dotroit. Tho U.S. dollar is worth
about a buck-{ifty Canadian. The
natives are I:riundly,. public

fan to resist. Three |
the latest, greatest films a mero
four hour drive away from metro

-+ Award winner: Roberto Benigni, Giorgio Cantarini and
appear in Benigni's Cannes award-
- winning film “Life is Beautiful.” .

Nicoletta Brashi

18 an
cheap and the food ia fabulous. If
your idea of g good timo 18

BERGI0 STRIT

nada’ becko

sponding an hour in a queue
having an animated conversa-
tion with total strangers about
an obscuro Russian film that
moved you to tears, then the
23rd ‘Toronto International Film
Festival, Sept. 10-19, is just your
tickot.

1t was Time magazine that
recontly dubbed 'Toronto
“Cannes in Canada,” for good
reason. It’s onc of the top four
festivals on the globe, right up
there with Cannes, Berlin and
Venice. It's considered the gate-
way to tho North American film
market, It's got il the stars and
the parties, but it's far more
accossiblo than ita sparkling
peers. This year, it's even got a
Cannes Grand Prize winner,
Roberto Benigni's “Life Is Beau-
tiful,” a tragic yot somshow
humorous tale of the concentra~
tion camps. .

Algo confirmed for this year
are a number of stellar features
including “Without Limits,” the
life of American runner Steve
Prefontaine, directed by Robert
Towne, who took home an Oscar
for writing “Chinatown.”

Taronto will host the world

By MRz HOLZIERG

Delta: Al Freeman Jr, Wesley Snipes and Alfre Woodard, left to right, appear in poet
Maya Angelou’s “Down in the Delta.” R

GIREAT ESCAPES

TN e

Great Escapes features various
travel news items. Send news
leads to Hugh Gallagher, assis-
tant managing editor, Obscrver
& Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,
362561 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI
48160, or fax them to (313) 691-
7279.

TELL U'S YOUR SYORY

We want to hear from you?
Have you been someplace inter-
esting? Have you had a special
adventure? Is there a quiet
island yow'd like to recommend
or a highly promoted place you'd
like to warn ngninst? Do you
have special tips for other travel.
ers to make their journeys casi-
er? Have you met some interest~
ing peoplo in other countries
that you'd like others to know

Jan. 7.

From huge models of struc-
tures such as the Brooklyn
Bridge, which demonstrates the
concepts of tension and compres-
sion, to masaive replicas of archi-
tectural wonders like the Capitol
Building, illustrating the princi-
ples of physica and geometry in
building, the exhibit will present
an array of structurea, Thou-
sands of KNEX picces are used
to construct each of theae color-
ful, fagcinating structures. And
visitors to COSI Toledo can
design and build their own cre-
ations as well.

Unique models built especially
for COSI include a 7-foot high
model of One SeaGate, a distine-
tive edifice on the downtown
riverfront, The exhibit is pre-

about? We want to share your , sented by SSOE Inc. Engineers-

stories nnd your color pictures on
. our travel page, Call Hugh Gal-

‘I lagher at 734-963-2118, or fax
““him at 734-591-7279 or c-mail

him at hgallagher®
homecomm. net

- W'NEX @ COSI
- COSI Toledo will host a new
exhibit, KNEX@COSI: Whero

. Science Klicks, Oct. 2 through

HAWANI

Architects,
LABOR DAY EVENTS GALORE

® In Manistiquo, a parade
(Friday), a car show and street
dance (Saturday) and a board-
walk shufflec (Monday) are
planned; (806) 341.6010.

W "Arts Dockside” featuring
more than 100 exhibitors is back
again in St. Ignace, Sept. 6 and
7, 8 a.m. to b p.m.; (808) 643-

6850.

B Tawas and East Tawas
hosts the annual Labor Doy Arts
and Craft Show, Sept. 5-6. Frec
shuttle service is offored
between the two locations with
325 or more booths; (517) 362-
8643,

@ Lonsing’s 19th annual
Riverfest is Sept. 4-7 and is held
downtown along the Grand River
on Louis Adado Riverfront Park.
‘The family event is free and fea-
tures nctivitios, events and
shows for all ages. An electric
float parade featuring lighted
pontoons ia o highlight.

A In Jackson, the 1898 fire- -

works concludes in Cascade
Falls Park Sept. 5. Bands pro-
vide entertainment until the
show at about 9:30 p.m. On Mon-
day, Sept. 7 the final Cascades
Light Show Dance is ataged,
with waterfalls illuminated and
synchronized to music at 10 p.m.

& “Germaonfest 1998” is on tap
in Grand Rapids Sept, 4, 5 and
8, Entertainment includes the
Windschlag Men's Choir from
the Black Forest area of Ger-
many, the Paloma Band from
Chicogo and the Grand Rapids
Accordion Ensemble.
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Labor

Your pampered

¥ Full breakfast for two.

“Livoniz-West

Welcomes you to our R onne
Bubbly Get Away \oniwesy

Day Weekend.

 Sparkling Wine upon arrival
# 2 movie tickets to Laurel Park Mall's AMC Movic Theater
o Free admission Into our famous "Tremors" Njghy Club

¢ $10.00 Gft Cextlficate to Victoria Secrets
1 el o, PR TRG J "0
Al this pampeiing for £89 ..
Stay a second night for only $49 plus tax
{package amenltles only avallable for first nights stay)
Or Just stay with us on Labor Day Weckend
for the special room only weckend rale of $75 plus tax.

Rates are available Scptember 4th through the 71h only.
Advance reservatlons are required for all the above rates offered. !

)

(734) 464-1300
1-275 & 6 Mile
package includes:

promiere of “Down In The
Delta,” the much anticipated
firat film by poct-author Mayn
Angelou, Another world pre-
miere is “Antz," & computer-ani-

mated comedy featuring the -

voices ‘of Woody Allen and
Sharon Stone. There are numer-
ous categories from which to
choose, including Midnight Mad-
ness, Contempaorary World Cine-
ma and the glitzy Roy Thompson
Hall Galas, whare big name
stars and directors are typically
in attendonce and often take
questions from the audience.
Also of note is this year’s Nation-
al Cinema program, entitled
Now Beat Of Japan, featuring
work from some of the most
provocative and innovative direc-
tors in the world,

The complete list of filma will
bo available on the Festival's web
site (www, bell. ca/ filmfest) at
noon Tuesday, Aug. 25. Ticket
info is also on the site, or call
416.968-FILM. With the Festival
a mere 2-1/2 weeks away, the
best bet to guarantee yourself
tickets would be to check out the
web site and then order Gala
ticketa by phone at the 968-FILM
number boginning Saturday,
Aug. 28 (only VISA accepted).

Heading to the Toronto Film
Festival unticketed (advance
individual ducats for non-Galas
are consumed instantly by piran-
ha-like T.0, filmgoors) is a risky
but potentially rewarding ven-
ture. If you're willing to be flexi-

ble and wait in lines you can’

usually see something worth-
while. Start by going to the Fes-
tival Box Office (444 Yonge St.).
Don't be too shocked to find most
screenings sold out. Don't be
afraid to experiment, and don’t
despair if you can't buy an
advance ticket to samething! Ifa
screening is sold out, a line of
nan-ticket halders forms outside
the theater, and if any seats do
pop up, people in this rush line
get in. Quoue up at least one
hour ahead of time.

Air Canadn (800-361-7685) is
offering festival-gocrs special
airfares, but the drive, mostly on

“the 401, is enay;and chepp and

the ViaRail (800-561-9181) train

RN

venturous
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Flim Festlval: Michael Graph created this poster for-the
23rd Annual Toronto Film Festival,

is n pleasant five-hour hitch.
Pick both up in Windsor, and do
use the excellent, safe subway
and bus system once you get into
town, Hotels are plentiful. If you
crave luxury, try the Four Sen-
sons Hotel (416)-964-0411, which
is also prime territory to apot
celebrities. )

1f your budget is tight, consid-
er the Global Village (888)-844-
7875, o hostel-style “back 1

{Green Mango, at 707 Yonge St.,
is great), the ubiquitous
coffee/muffin purveyors, and The
Senator, 249 Victoria St., (416)-
364-7517, an upscale diner that
looks like it dropped right out of
an Edward Happer painting. Or,
drop in ot Robba Market on
Charles Street West, a 24-hour.
mini-market near the festival
cinemas, for fresh fruit and other;
portable, healthful eats. s

_ers’ hotel.” In between is the

centrally located Comfort Hotel-
Downtown at 15 Charles Street
East (416)-924-1222.

Let your meals be as random
as the films you see. There's lots
of inexpensive ethnic offerings

And ch yes, don't forget the -
Visine. )
Martin Bandyke is music
director and weekday afterncon '
program host at WDET-FM. He .
and his wife, Kim Silarski, are .

veteran Festival-gocrs,
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Daint Creek Center for it NS presents
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Michael McGillis
Robert Sprachman

JUROR
- MARCIA WoOD

_ bor Information call: 248.651.4110
407 pine strect, rochester mi 48307

Terry Lee Dill
Ray Katz

nn Zweygardt

Paint Creek Center forthe Arty.




