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POINTS OF VIEW

ako pity, I suggest, on the mem-
bers of the Southeast Oakland
Narcotics Intelligence Consor-

tium (SONIC) and the police in Novi,

Having just received approval from
the Novi council to puta $8.5 million
upgrade of the police atation on the
November ballot, they then went and
busted up o nickel-dime poker game
in the clubhouse at the Maples of
Novi golf course.

Turns out the malefactors, ranging
in age from 65 to 80, have been play-
ing their regular game for years with-
out bothering anybody. But the cops
got an anonymous complaint of gam-
bling in a public plice. So they
turned up (in plain clothes) at the
Maples clubhousg, ordered a couple of
beers, observed the poker game,
announced the bust in front of 80-0dd
members, took the players eutsido,
noted their names and confiscated the
chips.

“Nobady was arrested,” said Novi
Police Chicf Doug Shaeffer. “We'll
simply gather the information and

jdeas, medium-gized minds dis-
cuss events, and small minds
discuss personnlities.

o By that standard, Americans and
tho media serving them have teensy-
weensy minds with their noses buried
in Monica's wardrobe or snickering at
Fieger's kicking foot.

Michigan voters have some major
decisions to make on state i

present it to the prosecutors.” As of
this writing, the prosecutors have,
well, folded.

Lee Elbert, ono of the players, was
fuming. “We've been playing poker
there for probably five years. Tunder-
stand they were inveatigating a com-
plaint, but don't they have anything
better to do?”

It's fun making the cops look silly
when you run across a story like this.
And certainly, there's no doubt the
police could havo handled things with
greater tact and grace.

But there is another side to this

story, one that introduces an uncom-
fortable shade of gray into something
that looks black and white en the sur-
face. It’s a side that often gets over-
tooked in the big city media, especial-
1y when reporters and cditors are get-
ting their grins about a story.

There is a state law that says that
no gambling shall take place in o pub-
lic place unless it's licensed by the
state. Morcover, there is another
stato law that says that any establish-

TFollow the money: Pay

. Thuy say I'nrgmindh-d-iscuss

From exporience, I will gueas cover-
age will be poor. One Detroit paper
has no Sunday edition, and the other
has an early deadline. Detroit TV
doesn't cover the conventions at all
_any more, Forget commercial radio,

What coverage you the voter will
get will consist of tho Republican coro-
nation of Dick Posthumus as licu-
tenant governor and the Democratic

1ol s lin-sk

posts this year, It's not a matter of
voting a atraight ticket to “support”
the gubernatorial candidate. These
hoards get their power from the

Michigan Conatitution, not a party

platform or executive orders.
The two major partics will meet

. this weekend, Republicans in Grand

|. Rapids and Democrats in Lansing, to

nominate two candidates each for

|+ State Board of Education and the gov-
_etning boards of the'University of =

Michigan, Michigan State University
" and Wayno State University. -

ing jokes.
But let us follow Deep Throat’s
advico to Woodward and Bernsteil

ment that serves liquor may not allow
criminal activity there, on pain of los-
i

ing the liquor license. A

It’s our obligation to explore the shades of gr

Police Chicf Shaeffer got it right when
he said, “No one ever gave a police
officer a list of laws they dida’t want
enforced.”

The U.S. Cong’ for got

ay. 5

Todd Gerhart pointed out. *Had an .
officer just said to me, ‘Listen, I'm )
going to go finish my dinner and my.
beer, and when I walk out of here in’

its grins in recent months by benting
up on the Internal Revenue Service.
Of course, there is considerable evi-
dence the IRS has been overzealous
(to put it mildly) in going after tax .
cheats, But few mado the point that
the tax laws are passed by the
Congress, not the IRS, and that if
anybody deserves the blame for our

had made to the police that illegal
gambling was going on. And by law,
polico departments are obliged to
investigate complaints duly made.

The law ia the law. And when
police have the discretion of deciding
which laws they will enforce and
which they will ignore, we're all in
trouble.

Lawmakers, of course, are scldom
interested in this point when caught
up in the frenzy of making laws. Novi

attention to
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rule-making powers that many of its

and “follow the money™ The state
general fund budget is $8 billion-plus;
the threo universities have combined
budgets nearing $4 billion.
State employment is in the 60,000
ballpark. The three universities have
enrollments totaling more than
120,000 (counting U-M’s Dearborn
and Flint campuses).
- Thatis a ton of money and & lot of
young and emerging minds.

The State Board of Education has

bers don’t grasp. The incumbent
governor is striving mightily to steal
its potential thunder and gut its pow-
ers. He knows how important that
board is, even if the small minds of
the voters and news directors are lim-
ited to what part of Engler’s anatomy
Fieger wants to kick. .
So what aro the issues: .
B Openness — Two of the university
boards have been plagued by open’
ings probl and d t

secrecy.

ably d and confus.
ing tox code it should be the Congress
that created the code in the first
place. ‘

But the law is the law. And the
poker players at the Maples were.
using chips, not cash, so the police
were uncertain just what the stakes
were. When they turned out to be
nickel-and-dime, the cops werp just as
embarrassed s anybody.

And the police could have used
more discretion, as Maples manager

state education races

8 Tuition — Parents and sclf-sup-
porting students can't understand the
long history of tuition and fee hikes in
excess of the federal consumer price
index. One university hasa tuition
gimmick that gives the illusion of
holding rates under the CPI - for any
one graduating closs — but few people
see through it.

® Bias — One university is pre-
pared to fight all the way to the U.S,
Supreme Court to defend its “diversi-
ty” admissions standards that others
consider anti-white and anti-Asian
bias, :

B Expansion — One university is
having major problems with its $1 bil-
lion-plus hospital system. Another is
hell-bent on expanding into academic
areas j d by its ings for

five I don’t want to sco any of
that going on,’ fine, It would have
been done.”

H

H

i

‘

|

i

1
So where are we? Things are usu- |
ally a little move complicated in real’ |
life than they scem in the newspaper. |
And when you see a story that H
makes somebody look really silly, H
there's usually another side to it, It's
the obligation of community newspa- :
pers like this one to explore that other «
side, because real life usually is paint-
ed in shades of gray. ’v
Phil Power is chairman of Home:- . 3
Town Communications Network Inc., |
the company that owns this newspa- . |
per, He welcomes your comments, - |
either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047, }
Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at L
ppower@oconline.com -3
'
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their thinking? .

Clearly these contests are far more
important than who issues license
plates, But you can guess what kind
of coverage you'll get and what your
friends will be gossiping about at
lunch. .

Into the breach is stepping the .
American Associntion of University .
‘Women's Livonin branch, AAUW is
inviting all the candidates - yep, Lib- |
crtarian, too - to answer the tough
questions on Scpt. 24. Can't make it?
The four boards will be videotaped by
the loeal cable company which will
make it available statewide.

T'll cover it, and I expect student
journalists from the Michigan Daily
will, too. Watch for the official

‘| ‘préstige more than the market’s necd.

- B Charter schools — Between them,
the three major universitics have
chartered just one public school
academy of the 100 or so. What is

n t, and be ready for the’
coverage.

Tim Richard reports on the local .
implications of state and regional :
events. His voice mail number is (734)
953-2047, Ext. 1881,
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