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Digital photography courses now offered at OCC’s Orchard Ridge campus

By T RICHARD
BTAFP WiITER

English departmont {aculty

in college, and so on.

“We didn't have computors
buck then,” snid Nick Valenti,
who teaches-digital photography

studied Shakespearo in college
g0 thoy ean toach litorature now,
History facuity astudied history

at Onkland Community College.
“Digital was talked about but
not taken serioualy because the
quality wasn't there. I went to
conferences and took apecinl
training.” o '
Valenti earncd two degrees in
photography in.the 1980s from
Wayne Stato University, and
OCC has taught photography
since the 19608, But Valenti hind
to write the digital courses at
the two-ycar college’s Orchard

Goll 8am - 3pm il{l;lgc Campus in Farmington
] Monday - Friday ills. .
when parent o 00 Campus President George

grandparent. golf

Tadult per free child Keith snid that in recent years

there has been a “growing dia-
logue botween graphics, com-
' mercial art and the art disci-
i plines. We are evolving toward a
3 multi-media program.” Even
j lism, because of the Inter-
net and online technology, is
part of the linkage, he snid.
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#750,000 worth of
quality pre-owned,
rebuilt & new pianos!

Used Planos by BALDWIN, STEINWAY, KAWAI,
YAMAHR, SAMICK, KIMBALL, ROLAND
KOHLER & CAMPBELL & more! Plus naw planos by
WEBER, CHARLES WALYER, RIDCEWOOD,
RIEGER-KLOSS, TECHNICS and KORG!

Rebullt planos lovingly restored In our exclusive,
state-of-the-art rebullding center.

choose from grands, studlos, tonsales, spinets,
digitals and disk players. New, used, [oaners, rentai
returns, floor samples and more)

CASH, CREDIT or FAST FINANCING avallablel
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Help your child stay organize
Stanley Furniture has storage furnishings that make it oasy for your
child to pick up and put away while helping dovelop organizational skills
that last a lifetime, For more ideas on creating a safe, stimulating
bedroom for your child, stop in to see our Resource Centaer, which is full of
FREE helpful information, Bring your child along, too! Now Save 40%
Dyring Ony Foctory Avthorized Sale, Final Week! . -

240 NORTH MAIN STREET » PLYMOUTH s« (734) 459-1300
Mon,, Thurs,, Fri, 10-9 « Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6
90 Days Snchs Cash, with credit approval * Sale ends 9/6/98

v Do M VKt Th

“Digital imaging,” said Valen-
ti, *is the olectronic capture,
storage and outputting of
images.”

This nowspaper has a mixed
system. We scan exiating nega-

tives or photos and atore them ,

digitally. Then we compose
pages on & computer screen, No

* longer do we cut and paste paper

coples of storics, headlines, pho-
tos and ads onto paper forms.

But wae still print on presses
that reduce photos to dots. Look
clogely at any black and white
picture in this papor, and you
will ace that there are no truo
gray tones, What you'ro seeing is
very tiny dots — large where the
tone is dark nnd smal! where the
tone is light, Tho many shades of
gray are an optical illusion.

Real colors

In fully digital graphics, how-
ever, you are sceing a checker-
boord or grid with tiny squares
called pixels, 72 to the inch.
Each pixel has ita own color,
Valenti explained. Gray and
pink really are groy and pink,
not small dots of black and small
dota of red.

The advantage of digital pho-

hy is that its reproducti

i truer, ond the graphic artlat
can use a computer to blend ~ or
even manipulate — several pho-
tos, text, backgrounds and draw-
ings into a single graphic. Speed
is another blessing of tho new
technology. Photographers {(and
their subjects) can reviow their
work immediatcly on n computer
or in the camera - there is no
film to process.

Digital imaging's usc in the

movics is becoming legendary,
Carporate annual and internal

reports often aro digitally pro-

ducod. “Even student term
papers aren't written on the old
Smith Corona any moro,” Valen-
ti said.

“Laok nt tho growth in Web
pages on the Internct. You'd
have to digitize to use pictures
on your Web page.” ! .

In the same way Valenti had
to retrain to move from photog-
raphy to digital imaging, many
OCC students zre workers who
are retraining, “They're coming
from GM, Ford and Ameritcch —
the Yellow Pagoes are laid out
electronically now,” he gaid.

Sections fillup - -

Several years ago, OCC start
ed with non-credit digital cours-
es whic¢h required just soven
computer work stations, Now the
1ab in D Building has 24 stations
for credit courses. Keith said scc-
tions fill up quickly during regis-’
tration. .

*At first there were only two
sections. The classes were filling,
and we had a waiting list of 100
to got in," Valenti snid. Even
when classes are being taught,
somo work stations are left open
80 students from other scctions
can work.

At OCC, photography is
taught on the Royal Oak and
Orchard Ridge campusca, Valen-
ti teaches the digital classes at
Orchard Ridge. Other photoegra.
phy inatructors are Mike Cyrol,
who has an “outstanding faculty”
award and two degrees from
Enstern Michigan; and Rob Kan-
gas, who also has an “outatand-

ing faculty” award and degrees
from the Center for Creative
Studics and the University of
Michigan, *

‘At OCC, getting an associnte's
degreo in photography involves
more than picture taking and
printing. The catalog lists cours-
¢s in black-nnd-white, color, his-
tory of photography, studio work
(including fashion and architee-
ture), apecial projects and Valen-
ti'a threo courses in digital pho-
tography. A

There also are requirementa
for basic drawing, design, mass
media nlong with electives in
starting o amall business and art
history. N

As usual, OCC put together an
advisory committea before
embarking on the program. It

-included people from Metcor

- Photo, the Conter for Creative
Studies; Wayno State, two high
gchool educators, and former and
current students.

Valenti recalled it was tough
Lo get tips because advisers said,
“Yes, you should be there, but
we're not there yet.” .

The result for society, said
Keith, the president, will be
“more pictorial elements in com-
munication. This is much more
sophiaticated than a drawing
board.”

You can visit the photography
department through the college’s
Web mite:
hitp: fwww.oce.cemiuslor-art
or contact Nick Valenti directly

Y c-mail at
njvalent@occ.ce.mi.us or even use
the old-fashioned telephone to
call him at (248) 616-3441.
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Republic Bank’s
Diamond Money
Market Account

Add some sparkle to your savings portfolio.
With a Dlamond Money Market Account,
youi can Increase your earnlngs and stilf
access the cash you need.

» Secure a solld 5% carnings rate

» Access your carnings with
check-writing privileges

« Malntaln  minimum balance
of only $5.000

Any way you cut It, Republic Bank
makes your money work [or you.

Call 1-800.758-0753 ta open your Dlamond Account today!
Bloomleld itills Crosse Polute Farma
(248) 258-5300 (313) 417.5210 # Kercheval Ave.

REPUBLI
K Grosse Polnte Farms Farmiogton Hitls

L_ {313) 882-6400 » Mack Ave. {248) 7370344
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Providence Medical Center
1155 Milford Rd,
{between Commerce and M-59)

Saturday. September 26
g9ams-12noon

Livonla
Mission Hoalth Medical Ctr.
37595 Seven Mlle Road, Ste. 230
(at Newburgh)

South Lyon
Providence Medical Center
210 North Lafayette
(in downtown South Lyon)

Southflold
Providence Hospital Pavilion
22255 Greenfield Road, Ste. 351
{south of Nine Mile Road)

Novi
Providence Meadical Center-
Providence Park
_4760% Trendd Rivar, Ste, G104
{at Back)

ROVIDENCE..

HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL CENTERS




