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Starr of Novi on drums perform
9:45 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 6, on the
Hudson'e/Live Jazz stago. X

The trio have a steady gig at
o1l Red Wings homo games, play-
ing 40 dates a year at the Joc
Loyts Arenn Olympia Room and
play onco a month at Edison’s in
Birmingham,

%' 1994 they relcased a CD,
“The Koy Player” but the music
on the CD is only half the story.

“Tho stuff we do on record is
cladsic piano trio, but we play
angther repertoire that uacs
electronic instruments. I have a
large colloction of keyboard
ins{ruments that 1 uso when I
plag o concert,” said Schunk.

Sthunk, 44, was influcnced by
theymusic of Miles Davis, Herbie
Haacock, Chick Corca and oth-
ers/

“The stuff I've written and
compositions I like are in what
they used to call fusion, actually
1 gueas it's still called i:qsiyn

roll beats, differont bents than
the awing, 4/4, wider ranging.”

At Montreux, the trio will play
both kinds of music.

“Fusion wns an attempt by
somo jazz artists, mostly from
the bands of Miles Davis, who
wanted to seck a widor nudi-
onco,” Schunk said, “It had the
energy of rock with the sophisti-
cation of jazz.”

Schunk, who has been living in
Redford since 1987, said ho
docan't have tho timo he'd like to
composo becauso it's always diffi-
cult to round up enough work.

*To he recognized on a national
levo!, you hava to be in that
place which for jazz {s New York
and to a lesscr extent the West
Const,” he aaid,

Schunk said he looks forward
to tho Montreux festival to meet
other musicians and to play for
an intercsted audienco.

“It's somothing to prepare for,
I've played overyone since 198}?
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it was expensive. Tho cost of the
sampling clearances was so
astronomical it almost killed us.
It coat more to clear the samples
than to record the music.”

One of the motivations for the
samplings was to pay homngo to
the jazz greats that hove gono
bofora, On “Mako Somo Noiso"
you hoar bits of Dizzy Gillesple,
Raoshann Roland Kirk, Eddio
Harris, Ornectte Coloman an
Charlie Parker’s famous intro to
Gillespic's “Salt Peanuts.”

Liquid Soul also pays homage
with now performances of some

Willinms snid his own musical
influcncos ronge from Parker,
Coltrono and Davis to avant-
gardo jazz saxophonists Braxton
and Ornotte Coleman to rock
and rhythm logends Jimi Hon-
drix-and James Brown.

“I'm nlways listening to ather
things to keop my mind open. It's
important to bo open aa a musi-
cian. If 1 stuck with ono kind of
music, I'd becomo stagnant.”

Joining Liquid Soul on this
tour will be jazz ainger Nina
Simone's daughter Simone, whe
;econﬂy porformed in tho tour-

cat jnzz dard
“Salt Poanuts™ (with o acat vocal
by Kurt Elling), Milea Davis’
“Freddia the Freoloader” and
John Coltrane’s “Equinox.” For
many young listoners, this is a
first introduction to thoae
artists.

*A lot of our audience never
heard that stuff,” Williama safd.
“A story about ‘Salt Poanuts.’
Our rapper (Dirty M.F.) was liko
‘Salt Peanuts’ what's that? He
had never heard the song before.
Then wo did our switch on it to
‘Chocolate Covered Nuta' and he
started listening to it and now
it’s hia favarite tune. Ho went
out and bought the original.”

By keeping a foot in many
musical camps, Williams has

nusic,” Schunk said. “C It’s an enjoy o
jnzz composition with.rock and  said.
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8;30 ond 10:30 p.m. Vincent Band )
York Quartet 1:15 p.m. Central Unl-
; Monday, Sopt. 7 verslty Jazz Lab Band |

Fard/Alr Touch Collular Stoge
Noon Wayne Stote tazz Band
1:30 p.m. Chrls Collins Quartet
3:15 p.m, Ralphe Armstrong’s

International Detrolters w/Vernon
Reld
S p.m. A la Carto Brass and
Percussion
7'p.m. Diane Shuur & the Duke
Ellhgton Orchestra dirccted by
Paul Ellington
9:30 p.m, Regina Carter Quar-
. tet w/lJohn Bloke
i DTE Edorgy Stage
12:15 p.m. Pgul Abler Quartet
2 p.m. riuustl n Persdn & Etta
Jones .
3:30 p.m. George Goldsmith &
Endangared Species Lives!
S.p.m. Henry Cook Band
7.p.m. The David McMurray
Show
9 p.m. Houston Person & Etta
Jones
Hudson's/Lve Jazz Stoge
Noon Dearborn Edsel Ford Jazz

2:45 p.m. Northville High
School Jazz Ensemble |

4 p.m., Ann Arbor Community
High School Jazz Band

5;15 p.m. Deo Dee McNeil

6:45 p.m. Herroid/Gordon
Small Band

8:15 p.m. Kenny Cox Sextet

9:45 p.m. Liquld Soul

Popsl Jam Acadomy

1 p.m. Jazz clinic with Vincent
York

2:46 p.m. Harold McKinney's
Jazz for 8 New Generetion

3:45 p.m. Meet the Artist; Paul
Etlington

5:15 p.m. Student jam sesslon

7:45 and 9 p.m. Imperlal Swing
Orchestra

Kowalskl Rivorfront Cafo

1:30 and 3 p.m. Cass Tech Jazz
Combo

4:30 and 6:30 p.m. The WCC
Jazz Combo

£:15 and 10:30 p.m. Dwight
Adams Quartet

been a new
to jazz and attracting a.jazz
audience to other kinds of music.
“1 like all styles of myslc, for
meo I don't like to define them,”
he said. “I like the enorgy of
rock, the hard element of it. In
jnzz you have the same, but for
me, jazz is the ultimate creativi-
ty outlet.”

ing y of “Ront” at the
Fisher Theatre. Williams said
she ndds a more accessiblo pop
sound.

“Sho also adds a nice look to
the band, with nine guys on the
stago it'a nice to have a protty
girl,” ho said. - .

The Liquid Soul albuma con-
tain several live performancoes.
Williams eaid the audience ia an
important part of the hard-driv-
ing, aggressive Liquid Soul

sound. |
*“Wo feed off their response, i]’;’s

@ Liquid Soul also pays homage with new perfor-
mances of some great jazz standards Including
“galt Peznuts” (with a scat vocal by Kurt Elling),
Miles Davls’ “Freddle the Freslogdor” and John
Coltrane's “Equinox.” For many young listenors,

this is a first Introduction to these artists.

live energy and studio innova-
tion and clarity.

Dinne Schuur

Singer Diane Schuur offers &
moro traditional approach to
jnzz, Sho has been hailed by erit-
ica for sustaining the legacy of
the great female jazz singers -
Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan
and Dinah Washington.

Schuur even paid tribute to
her idols in her CD “In Tribute.”

Schuur will perform 7 p.m.
Monday,Sept. 7, on tho Ford/Air
Touch Cellular stage with tho
Duke Ellington Orchestra under

an p

said. “The audicnce starts
screaming, cgging you on. Theyll
start cheerlng when you come
into your solo and when you hear
that it brings you into another
lovel. They'ra with you in the
solo. Tho audienco is a big part of
our performance, We're a great
live band.”

Williams, who is involved with
half a dozen groups doing differ-
ent styles of music, will take Liq-
uid Soul back in the recording
studio in October, hoping to
again find that perfect mix of
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0 tho great

Some of their stuff is not aa
uphoat as Basio, Baslo really
doos swing,” Schuur said.

Tho singer wasn't sura what
she would be singing with the
Ellington band, though she said
it would not be a program of
Ellington songs. She will sing
gongs by hor other favorites —
Gershwin, Porter and Kern.

] like to bo able to rclato to o
song I'm doing on an emotional
1evel as well as musical. I like to
be musically challenged,” sho

said.

Schuur, blind since birth,
began singing in clubs when sho
was 9 years old, Hor firat record,
mtnlrdcd when she was 18, was

the ion of Paul Ellington,
fband leadera

grandson.

“I'vo always loved Duke Elling-
ton and his work a lot,” Schuur
sald in a telophone interview. T
grow up with it, listening to ‘In
My Solitude, ‘Prelude to a Kiss!
I worked with the Duke Elling-

. ton Orchestra at Carnegie Hall.®

Schuur has also worked with

the Count Basie Orchestra, win-
- ning a Grammy in 1988 for her
‘album with tho Basie ensemblo,

“The Duke Ellington band is a

bit more complex than Basic.

p d by country singer and
producor Jimmy Wakoly. In
1979, sho was discovered by jozz
great Stan Getz who arranged
for her to record as a jazz einger,
She has been nominated for five
Grammy Awards.

She will be arriving in Detroit
from Mackinac Island where sho
will porform at the Grand
Hotel’s annual jazz festival,

pt. 6-6.
“I'm looking forward to this
date, it's a great band,” she said.

Nigel,” to U2's debut “Boy” to
Dave Matthews Band's “Under
the Table and Dreaming.”

Renowned producer and song-
writer Ahmet Ertegun is also
rumored to be interested.

The weekend before, Aug. 16-
16, VH1's “Rock Across America”
promiered Interviow and perfor-
mance segments with the band
taped during ite Milwaukeo
Summerfest gig. Folks coming
home from the Woedward Dream
Cruise at 2 a.m. may have stum-
bied across the pieco flipping
channels.

don’t miss

moro.

Take a day o
Ther's mora fo
more fours, moro

Sclenco :
ndod museum and
ibit, The Robot Zool

ﬁoplombar 7~

Art Museve

Explore an armay of oonlomf)omry art axhibitions
foaturing photography, scu

musoum also offors fascinating tours
of historic Saarinen House as well as ona of the
country’s finast outdoor scviptura collections.

turo, coramics and

Cranbrook Housae and Gardens
Wandor mora Ihap 40 acres of s?:_docylar .

.. just @ fow miles north of downtown

. ERANBROOK

the
l

rdons g ol

» Z:mdcn Goorgo and Ellen Scripps Booth, opan

N daily this summor.
for guided tours on Sundays and Thursdays

at various times.

Cranbrook Housa is availoble

,‘ For information, call toll free:
1-87 7-GCO-CRANBrook
1221 N. Woodward Avenus in Bloomfield Hills,

Birmingham.

vish Cranbrook with famlly and friends!
loro than aver boforo at Cronbrook - more exhibits,

. Jump-start your imagination at our n
scianco musoum. Take o throe-hour M:':Fg

compus. Stop for a picn
Irails. At Cranbook, you’
enjoy this summer - rain or shine.

' ’Cn}"»eck o newly
out our
summor blockbustor
Larger-than-lifo robotic beasts, including a giant
squid with 18-foot tentaclos, demonsirate how
animals function in the natural world,
Only rhmugh’

‘our National Historic landmeark
ic near the scienca musaum or hike lush natura
Il find somathing for overyone fo

expanded
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“You saw it} Ian't that weird?”
Bunkley said excitedly, “We've
been doing a lot of things for
VH1. They've token us under
their wing. They just kind of like
us and are willing to help us out
and allow us to get somo expo-
sure before the new CD comes
out.”

Tom Buffolano, vice preaidont
of event marketing and promo-
tions for VH]1, eaid that VH1 was
g0 impressed with The Atomic
Fireballs that the channel hired
the band to play a TCI Cablevi-

sion cvent in Colorado last week-

James Bostek came up with the
iden to start a jump blues/swing
band — long before swing bands
like the Cherry Poppin® Daddies,
Mighty Bluo Kings, and Big Bad

. Voodoo Daddy hit the charta.
“I guess I just kept going back
: (in time). I was really intorested
in ska. I alwaya listened to old
music - old soul and blues and
jump blues. I was ng nbout
a pure jump blués thing. There
are 8o many influences from the
present that T wanted to bring
those in as well. It’a really pure
"9(35 music, not ‘30s and '40s. But

o.and ¢

ho- music—

“Evorywhere they go, people
juat go nuts, People are just
dancing all over tho place. I'm
not sure how much airplay they
get but that scems not to mnf.le{

resp:
form that eora,” Bunkloy
explained.

For research, Bunkley, who
possesses o large record collec-
tion, looked to his friend Jason
Schl.}sterbuuer. booking and pro-

they're so infectf
Buflolano explained.

*“YH1 has been aupporting the
recent surge in popularity of
swing music but a lot of the
bands wo're working with — the
Cherry Poppin' Daddies, the
Brian Sctzer Orchestra, Royal
Crown Revue — obviously are
becoming nationally known and
we found that working with The
Atomic Fireballs you can take a
band who obviously is really
good and put them on our stage
and use thom for some of our
events and you get a huge crowd
reaction of it.”

Novel idea

For years, Bunkloy was the
lend singer of the ska band
Gangater Fun, which he formed
as a student at Onkland Univer-
sity in Rochester. When Gang-
ster Fun ran dry, Bunkley, o
1987 OU graduate, took a break

for Majeatic
Theatre Center, including the
Garden Bowl,

*“When John started talkinga
bout forming this band, the
whole swing fad was not even on
the map, It just wasa't there. The
timing, I think, is incrodible.”

“When he sat down and lis-
tened to some old records, it just
didn’t seem like it would be
viable,” Schusterbauer
explained. “All he wanted to do
was start a band and play tho
music that he loved. Tho last
thing I'ma sure in his mind was to
conquer the music industry. It
geems liko that's happening™

Thia summer, The Atomic Firo.
balls inked 2 multi-album deal
with Lava/Atlantic Records.
Jason Flom, president of Lava
Records, was turned on to Tho
Atomic Fireballs by a co-worker
Rick Goetz who hoard a track
irom “Birth of the Swerve” on a
Des Moines, Iowa, radio station,

from music to pursue an
d d degree in soci an
work os o glassblower at Green-
field Village in Dearborn.

In 1996, he and trumpoter

o * live show is ano
of the most exciting and fun live
shows I've ever seon,” said Flom,
whose record company also

See Angels from the Farkan through October 18,
open notil 10 pun. on Fridays. Specially priced Friday night
tickets include the exhibition and Acowstiguide sudio tour,

artist demmonstrations, live music, and light snachs.
Dining is available in the Gallery Grill

Tty $15 adults, $10 childsen, $5 members, Timed rickess required.
“Tickes for the genral public on sae throogh
Tickstmaster at (248) 645-6666.

DIA memben call (313) 833-8499 or stap by the DIA Bos Offce.
»‘\-‘-ﬁ'ﬁ .
_ANGELS

T 44 drema s e Virrm ol & peoird il elind by

signed Detroit rapper Kid Rocke,
“It's highlighted by John Bunk-
ley who, in my opinion, i& a
superstar in the making. Ha is
charismatic. He's got style for
days and his moves ... ho's on &
different planct than the rest of
us. You can't help emiling,”

“The band's musicinnship is, I
think, stellar and they maintain
an energy throughout the show
that’s just impossible to resist.
Every guy is a character in the
band and then there’s the most
important thing which is the
songs. With songs like ‘Caviar
and Chitlins,’ I think they can
emergo as one of the most impor-
tant swing bands that's out

ore.”

Schuaterbauer agreed that The
Atomic Fireballs’ live shows,
complete with the cane swirling
Bunkloy, are its strong points.

“When they (fans) actually see
tho band, they sce see a band
that swings but it's a hard jump
blues style that nobody else does,
largely because John and what a
showman he is. With his dancing
and his singing, there's so much
soul therp. There'’s not a lot of
that with, what people call,
swing bands today,” he
explained.

“That’s what's going to propel
thom toserush and conquer all
the swing bands. They’re just a
fun band to seo. There really is
no ono elso like them out on the
horizon anywhere. They can go
too-to-toe with any hip stylish
ewing band on the planet. I'm
astounded that VH1 and Atlantic
Records (pay attention to them)
and that they're actually being
cml_:rm:cd by this music indus-

.

“Sometimes I think they could-
n't find and sustain a talent if
tho heavens opened up and there
was a ncon sign in the aky. It's
amazing. I'm roally proud of

im.”
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