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BY REBECCA WALTMAN
BPECIAL WRITER
Northwest Airlincs’ 6,150
pilots may go on strike at 12:01
a.m. Saturday, g
hendaches for Onkland County
travelers and travel ngents alike.
“Wo aro really trying to stay
away from ti i

Stranded?

trator, would suggest a plan to
the pilot's union and to North-
west. The union and Northwest
would have 30 more days to con-
sider the plan at which point the
pilots could strike if they felt the
plan did not meot their
emands,
P,

on Northwest," aaid Dina Roose,
mannger of Oakland Travel Ser-
vice in Troy. “In fact, I have a
honeymaaning couple flying out
on Northwest on Aug. 30 and
thioy are shaking in their shoes.”

Northwest Airlines, the
nation's fourth largest airline

X anger

Are tho pilots right to strike?
Patty Riker from Bloomfiold
Hills doesn'’t think so. “I think
that these negotiations should
end ond that the pilets are mak-
ing enough maney already,” she
said ns she checked in late one

ft at Northweat’s Detroit

with 50,000 employees, ia cur-
rently in negotiations with all
six of its U.S. labor unions, More
than 70 percent of Wayne Coun-

ty Detroit Metropolitan Airport

pussengers fly on Northwest.

“If Northwest strikes, a lot of
people from our arca simply
won't be able to travel,” said
Denn Markwardt, owner of Sub-
urban Travel in Rocheater. “The
other airlines that fly out of
Detroit Metro just won't have
enough seats to accommodate
those who are affected by the
strike.”

Impasse

The National Mediation Board
declared nn impasse in negotia-
tions botween Northwest Air-
lines and its pilots union, the Alr
Line Pilots Association, Interna-
tionnl on July 30, After declaring
the impnsse, a 30-day cooling off
period began, but that period is
scheduled to end Saturday.

If no agreement is reached
between Northwest and the
union by the midnight deadline,
the pilots will strike. o

President Clinton, however,
could order pilots to return for
up to another 60 days of work as
soon as the strike is called. A
Clinton-appointed panel called
the President’s Emergency
Bonrd would conveno at that
time to listen to both Northwest
Airlines and the ALPA. After 30
days the bonrd, acting as arbi-

Metro terminal.
Jerry Finld‘lng. a Northwest

that ot that time wero worth-
lcss,” he said. “Woe shared in the
pain in 1893 and now we want to
share in the gain. This situntion
is painful and embarrassing for
us because we feel that this is
our airline, too.”

Jim Faulknor, spokesperson
for Northiweat Airlines, could not
be reached for comment.

Evon the threat of o pilots’
striko is local ters’

Travelers brace for Northwest strike

could possibly change the types
of planes they fly to accommo-
date a larger number of travel-
ers.” To prepare for tho worat,
officials at Detroit Metro are
working on a contingency plan to
nssist passengers offected by the
strike.

Of all the travelers whom the
strike affects, busincss travelers
are among those who will be

plans. At the baggaga claim arca
at Dotroit Metre, Beverly Hills
resident Meg Poters stood wait-
ing for her mother’s luggage to
slide down the ramp,

“The strike hos definitely
affected our vacntion plans, We
\‘gern supposed to go to British

pilot and ap son for the
ALPA, ncknowledges that
Riker’s reaction ia typical. “The
public perceives airline pilota to
be some of the highest paid
hourly workers in the U.S,, but
what the public doesn’t know is
that Northwest pilots have not
had a raise since August of
1992." According to Fielding, the
salary freeze has remained
despite the fact that Northwest
has had five years of record prof-
ita and has posted the highest
profit margins in thoe airline
industry.

According to Ficlding and lit.
erature passed out by the ALPA,
Northwest Airlines was on tha
verge of bankruptcy in 1893
when its pilots took a 15.5 per-

cent poy'cut in exchange for’

stock shares in the company.
*“We exchanged money for atocks

bia on Sept. 1; but we had
to make back up plans instead,”
she said, glancing occasionally at
the turning carousel. “So, now

most i d by a North-
west shutdown, Tom Bambard,
an advertising exccutive who
works in Auburn Hills, said his.
company, Parks Production, will
ba inconvenienced by a strike, .
“Our campany will avoid tick-
eting with Northwest starting
next week,” he said a8 he headed
toward the security gate. * Our
business just can't afford to deal
with tho slowdowns anymore.”

(WLTROSFIAD,

Tips from travel pros 1

* son is while other airlines will

If you are planning a trip in
the next fow weeks on Northe
west Airlines, here nre somo
tips from local travel agents
that might help alleviate the
stress of a strike situation:

If your trip is important,
book another ticket on another
airline to be safe. Booking a
refundable ticket is the safest
bet but will be more expensive.

Make sure that your ticket is
o paper ong, not an c-ticket
(clectronic ticket.) E-tickets are
tickets that are booked ahead,
entered on Northwest's com-

‘putar, and require only the

traveler to prosent positive
jdentification upon check-in.
“Some of our customers have
“o-tickots’ which could be a
problem if their flight is can-
celed because of tho strike,”
Dean Markwardt of Suburban
Travel in Rochester. “The rea-

accept ticket transfora aigned
over by Northwest, they won't
accopt electronic ticket trans: |
fers from Northwest.”

Check out other travel
options. Sometimes traveling
by car or by train can be faster [
than you think. A trip to
Chicago's O'Hare Airport by
car from Detroit Mctro Airport
is roughly 292 milea, or
approximately five-hours
depending on traffic.

_If you must travel with
Northwest on or around the
strike deadline, know your
options with other carriers:
“We are constantly looking at
other airlines for backup but so |
far, it's been difficult to:
secure,” said Mary Ellen Rood, -
owner of the Travel Agent in:
Bloomfield Hills. “It just does-:
n't look good for any of us.” :

we have two v

one to Harbor Springs in case
the strike happens, or, if not,
then we'll go to British
Columbia.” .

Limited options

Should the strike occur, travel-
ers’ options are limited when it
comes to flying on alrlines other
than Northwost out of Datroit.
“Phe’ fact of -the matter is,
nobody has apare airplanes loy-
ing around that could run addi-
tional flights out of Detroit
Metro,” said Stephen Economy,
Deputy Director of Airports for
Wayno County  Detroit
Metropolitan Airport. “What
may happen is the other airlines
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SHOPPING HOUR

hand-loomed luxury

Wellmore Collection Show
Friday, August 28

10 am to 4 pm

In Dresses

Come view this exciting collection of fine knits with dressmaker
detalling. Choose from hand-loomed suits, dresses, evening

waar and sportswear separates.
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Complimentary Silver Qift Box

Dirmingham » 336 W. Maplo Rd. v {240) G34-6900
’
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Jucobson's Chargs

Nowyoscanger? FREE cHECKING secount for s

from Huntington Banks, with no monthly maintenance fee! Open one now, and

o FREE AIR TRAVEL -

The Bahamas? And when you get back, you'll have access to other things like discounts on

- FREE CHECK CARD -~

a frec personal financial snalysis. It’s an offer so good, you'll be

bouncing around like a SC““A“ZER because of all the moncy

you'll save. For mose information, ask your Personal Banker or call 1-800-642-INFO today.

(]

Huntington
Banks

Take control of your money~

www.Huntington.com

- e |
sneseomema

et

-
e et e et Yo o iy P LA brt e 0 | om O CoY e ot KA &
Ao e s At PO M0 ot P

N nrung e bt/ pukcl v 4 M

e ornal portabid oot

deughbey

+ 3/4 HP BAND FILTER ° AUTO SKIMMER
* BAFCTY LADDER * GHLORINE
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HAND SKIMMER

FOOT BATH
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i now only *11

18 Dmni Pool - *10B5

Al In Stock Toys, Games and Inflatables - 26% ot
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80 Days Sama As Cash. Fnaatlag Avaitahiz.
Speciat Layaway Programs Anailable, See Us For Betails.

10 AM ~ 8 PM
SATURDAY
10 am = 4 FM

BUNDAY
12 PM -3 FM

FINANDING
AVAILABLE

ALK KNOW HEpTEMnER 7, 1990

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

VIIT DUR VIATUAL SHOWADDM @
WWW.POOLWANOBPANADDOD.COM
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