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Don’t waste your time in

BY JoN KAtz
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‘Slums of Beverly Hills’ =

est rehab center, and her father
(Car} Reinor, slumming himsell
for just ono scene) offera to pay

Alan Arkin and Car! Reiner ing” It's been 30 years since they :

cook, go rent “The Russions are  made it, and you'll still laugh

UL —
" BACKSTAGE

. Perhaps a talling indication of
a movic's merit is tho extent to
which its stars evon remembor
tha plot, Laat week, co-star and
Oscar-winner Marisa Tomei told
a national talk show audienco
that her character in “Slums of
Beverly Hills" wns “cousin to
throe kids whoso mother has
died.” Oh, Marisa, you arc so
cute, but 80 wrong!
1t is clear that her uncle Mur-
ray (Alan Arkin) is divoreed, not
idowed, and his bel d
custady of the trio is nn impor-
tant'raison d'dtre of the story. It
iz also understandable why she'd
want to put this well-meaning,
butdincomfortably crude telling,
of-firat-time writer/director
Tamdra Jerkins’ youth behind
Grn :
vJust inside the city limits of
Bevorly Hills are rows of low-
rent ‘hotels with names such as
Bello Vista and Camelot that
cator to transicnts, And in 1976,
thero's no one more tranaient

future with biinders on (*I'm 65,
I'm in the best shape of my
life.”), whila the kids seem con-
tent to ent o hearty dinner'of
Trix. Oldest brother Ben (David
Krumholtz, a ric: as elf .

than those in the Abramowitz
clan, who duck out as scon a8 the
landlord comes knocking, and
abandoning thair few posscs-
gions, As down-on-his-juck dad
Murray oxplains his good but
unaffordable intention, “We're
hero for the school diatrict; furni-
ture is -y, but ed i

in Tim Allen’s “The Santa
Clausc™) is o wannobe actor who
rohearses *Guys and Dolls” in
his underwear. Little brother
Rickey (E!i Marjenthal) docan't
mind sharing a bed with Ben
and his nocturnal gns emissiona
{don't go yot — thyeo are the least

is permanent.”
Murray faces his nomadic

Music producer offers dream list

As our sum-
mer season rum-
P‘ bles onward, I've
been eliciting
senson praviews
from our on-
camera hosts.
But this week I
colled & behind-
the-scenes guy:
Backstage Pass
music producer
Ron Pangborn,

ANN
DELISH

Now, wo have’

a lot of top-notch
music contributors who advocate
a1l kinda of guesta for the show.
And;’jt docsn't matter if they're
performing jnzz, opera, rock or
country — Ron has to make it
sound amazing. From making
riost'of the calls for music book-

in the
film), N
In the middle - ond the

POY STARCHLIGHT PICTUREWLEGNARD
Slumming: Eli Marienthal (left), Natasha Lyonne and
Marisa Tomei star in “Slums of Beverly Hills.” )

Humux

author’s alter ego — is tecnagor
Vivian (a wonderfully fresh-faced
Natasha Lyonne), whose dovel-
oping scxuality and overdavel-
oped bustline take us into areas
that, thank-you, we'd just care
not to go. She lets a pot dealing,
Charles Manson T-shirt wearing
neighbor (Kevin Corrigan} under
her blouse for some adolescent
exploration, trivializing the
cpisode as a “building thing” At

_lenst we'ro spared mecting tho

building’s less worthy neighbors.

Enter kooky cousin Rita (the
memory-impaired Ms. Tomei).
She's just escaped from.her lat-

recall Mr, Corter'aapp on
the ahow, the cantept wasa to put
together an ensemble of artist
who influenced Carter - a fost-

and ding acts. I hopo that
this year we actually have an
opportunity to co-sponsor con-
certs with cither radio stations

rising star in femporary jazz
.- during his formative years in
Detroit. “So, as o)posed to com-
ing in with his regular touring
ensemble, moybe ve put togeth.
cr some of theae Fartune Records
guys to play with Johnny Bas-
sett. Some of tlem are atill
around. They coild give us a
perspective on wlat was going
on in Detroit before Berry Gordy
made his mark.” That would be
fascinating! '

‘What else? "Evay scason we
deepen our relatonship with

or porft venues, [ sense
that this year we might try to de
more rock. We've always repre-
sented it, but we've been bom-
barded by a0 many things that
we haven't always done aa much
a8 we should, 1 also want to get
some contemporary Gospel on
the show, plus world music and
reggae. And wo hope to continue
our good relationships with all
the players in Detroit's classical
scene”

As Back Pass to

major record labds, and they
provide us with nationnl touring

3:
carn high marks as a showcase

-it harself, through Viv: “The

brother Murray to take her in
and straighten hor out. This
allows the family to go movin® on
up to an actual furnished apart-
mont (*finally - we're richl™). It
also allows Rita to teach Viva
few things every budding woman
ahould know, like how to disco
dance with o vibrator, The sceno
may have played as ground-
brenking in the Fox screcning
room. It should have been left in
the ground.

Viv's anatomy — she whines on
about having inherited her
mother'a breasts and hor father's
noso - and her bodily functions
and fluids are the grist for this
coming of age tale. Writer/diree-
tor Jenkine did what she was
taught - she wrote about what
ghe knew, Troublo ia, her anger
is uninteresting, and her charac-
ters arc unlikeable, Sho odmits

wholo family ia sick. I hate us;
we'ro freaks.” Well, as we snid in
the 1970s, Right On.

Natasha Lyonne has played
tho daughter of Woody Allen
(“Everyane Says I Lovo You™)
and Richard Dreyfuss (“Krippen-
dorf’s Tribe"), as well as Meryl
Streop’s nicce (*Heartburn™).
That's some pedigree, and her
performance is the film's high-
light,'If you really want to sce

afford to be ambitious, Like Ron
says, *We stand up in compori-
son to any of the shows that do
music -- Letterman, Leno, Conan
— we'ro doing as well, oiten bet-
ter. We put out a first-rate prod.
uct in terms of sound.”

On tonight’s show, Gerry Craig
tours the Brodhead Armory,
Blair Anderson hosts a perfor.
mance from last spring’s Plow-
shares Theatre production of
“Joe Turner's Come and Gone,”
plus music from Jewel callnbora-
tor Steve Poltz and the Arianna
String Quartet. That's on Back-
stage Pass, at our new time —
7:30 p.m. tonight, repeated Fri-
day at midnight on Detroit Pub-

for muaic on we can

licT

Coming, The Russians are Com-

your angst off.
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