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September 6, 199

Be there: The Council of -
Homeowner Associations

. of Farmington Hills will

meet at 7:30 p.m. in the

Gary Sharp was appointed Wednesday to
serve on the Farmington Board of Education
until the June 1899 election, He succeeds
Joseph Svoke, who resigned in August.

in a 4-2 vote, board mombers could
. have just as casily selected Bill Luse.
Or both, if thoy were able to appoint
two now trustees.
“It was gut wrenching to come to a
decision,” enid school board President
Cathy Webb on Thursday, still trying

The Farmington school board had to
choose one of two finslists for tho
vacancy created by Jaseph Svoke's
August resignation.

Appintee says he will run

Putting you in touch
with your worid

cult for tho school
board, they had a lot
of qualified candi-
dates, But I appreci-
ate the confidence tho
bonrd has in me.”
-Both Sharp and
Luso were among 10
candidates who
applied for the vacan-
cy caused by Svoke's
resignation. Svoke

to recover from Wednesday night's dif-
ficult choice. “..When we had to make
a deciston, I-reminded ol of us how for-
tunate wo wero to have the caliber of.
candidates to consider: It was painful
to pick ono.”

According to Webb, “As much as
we're thrilled-to have Gary Sharp,
we'ra equally disappointed to not have
Bill Luse.”

“This is o tremendous opportunity,”
anid Sharp on Thursdny. “I know (mak-.

Qary Sharp, ..
new trustee’ "

basement meeting room of
the 12 Mile branch of the
‘Farmington Public
Library. Gathering and
refreshments will be at 7
a.m. Speakers are Pam
Rogers Amy, an educator
and activist on homeown-
ers insurance, and Marie
Donigan and Jeff Stew-
art, who will talk about
neighborhood landscap-
ing and the city tree pro-
gram. .

Speaking: A Nazi Holo-
caust survivor and author
of a special booklet, “My
Testimony and Legacy,”
will speak and sign copies
of his book at 7:30 p.m. at
Border’s Books in Farm-
ington Hills.

ton Chamber of Com-
-merce will Hostits rior:
ing connection at 8 a.m.

Block
schedule
continues
to concern

BY T SMITH
BTAFF WRITER

Nothing has changed, acecording to
Farmington Harrison High Scheol par-
ents, about a proposed fall 1999 move
to four-by-four block scheduling.

At an informational meoting of Har-
rison Concerned Parents held recently
at the Farmington Hills branch of the
Farmington Community Library, par-
enta echoed some of the worries they
expressed during a June informational
forum.

n First and foromost, they claim
their questions and concerns about the
controveraial plan still aren't being
adequately addressed. .

“It's very obvious a growing number
of parents want more information,”
said parent Steve llmer, who is on tho

planning committee.

@ Secondly, they doubt that their
input will be scriously considered by
district educators and Harrison teach-
ors a8 the plan moves forward toward
final approval by the school board.

W And they still don’t like the con-
cept. In fact, several parents spoke out
about the nced to organize and have
some clout when upcoming forums take
place, posaibly beginning in October.

Harrison teachers lust spring voted
to begin the process of going to the
four-by-four plan, which requires stu-
denta to attend four 90-minuto classea
every day per semester. According to

Even though Gary Sharp got the nod,

| ~distriet’s>Ya=person block schoduling -1

ing tho decision) was extremely diffi-
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-BY LARRY O'CONNOR-~
BTAFY.W. :

L Whil %-facod animal cruolty.
-'charges, nuthoritics are at a loss why
someona would lure and then decapitate
" defonscleas animal,

Freej Canada geese, such as the ones phot
Indépendence Green Apartments, where a

- MenCharged

*” could be forbldden to have o pet.

- BTAT? PTIOTO Y L3 CaxrCiE

on the grounds of

tzfr& hed above,- often join ducks |
luck was beheaded Wednesday,

v |

wlth beheadmg 3

- If convicted; the felony carries o fouxs
year jail, $5,000 fine or 500 hours commu.,
nity-servico. Also, n:person foun.d guilty -

- Dréssed in bermuda shorts, Prasher and |
Woons hung their heads during their
i t Thuraday in 47th District *

- During qi a Far Hills
police detectivo said the pair charged pro-
vided soms vague rensons — drinking being

that could explain something like this.”
Michael Gregory Prasher of Ann Arbior
and Bradloy Jon Woons of Grand Rapida
are charged with one count of killing and
. torturing animals after two mon beheaded
a duck in front of shocked onlookers near a

ono ~ but added Kathy Tiano, “Nothing *

Court. Both stood mute as their attorneys -
entered not guilty plens, .

Judge Marla Parker set bond at $10,000
cash, citing the pairs prior conviction for
theft over $100 in Kent County April 23.
Prasher and Woons; who posted $100 cash -
bond in that caso, will be sentonced Sept.

‘Prasher (left) and -

21, © . .. )
Around 6;30 p.m., witnesaes snid three

men appeared to be feeding ducks near a Br adley Jon Woons -
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Knollenberg
won’t talk
Clinton

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
- BTAFF WRITER

Instead of a poach of a dessert,
Farmj Exch Club b
wanted the dish on impeachment from
their congrossman. after. lunch
Wednesday.

U.8. Rop. Joa Knollenberg, R-
Bloomfield Township, didn't spill on
the Bill Clintor affair excopt in tho
most genoral terma. Knollenberg sita

Sept. 1.
Ploase sce BLOCK, A2

. pond at Independenco Green Apartments B
' . TTTT T Ploaso seo GEHEADING, A3

with his attorney
Robert Mirgue.

BY BETH SUNDRLA JACHMAN
STAFY WRITER

It’s not unusual for most children to
crawl, but it is for 15-month-old Erinne
Rose Williams.,

Erinne wos recently diognosed with a
form of muscular dystrophy called
Spinal Muscular Atrophy-2. The condi-
tion is such that Erinne’s maother,
Suzanne, haa been told that Erinne is
fortunate to bo crawling.

Erinne crawls along with her own
style including her holding hee wrists
turned out. The unusual crawling and
the fact that she had tho ability to
stand but logt that ability aro some of
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SIATT PROTO BY TOM HAWLEY
Slgnals: Erinne Williams was
diagnosed with a {orm of
muscular dystrophy.

| MDA Labor Day Telethon hits home
for Botsford employee and family
. |

the signala that gave her mother reason
to think something was wrong.
Williams said she also suspocted

something was wrong because she has .

lots of experience with children, She is
the director of the Botsford Child Care
Center on tho Botsford Hospital
grounds in Farmington Hills. Erinne ia
also in child care theve.

«I've been doing this for 17 years,”
she said of her years in child care, seven
of them at Botsford, *I've aeen thou-
sands of kids. I knew Erinne was not a
typical child.”

Williams and her husband also have
children from provious marriages, a

daughter, Clnire, 13, and a son, Kevin,

At her 12-month docter’s exam,
Erinno began undergoing tests includ-
ing MRIs and nervo studies, EMGs and
blood tests. Finally, & DNA blood teat
confirmed the dingnosis. Spinal Muscu-
lar Atrophy is a disease of the cells in
the spinal cord. It affects muscles for
activities auch as crawling, walking,
head and neck control and swallowing.

Suzanne and her husband, Jim, found
that they are both carricra of the genctic .
recessive trait that causes the disease.

*The whole experience has been an

Plcaso sco ERINNE, Ad

on tho Houge Ethica Cammitteo, but
that body only deala with issues of
congressional members' conduct ~ not
those of the president. .

. *We won't got into that,” Knollen-
borg said to the gathering at the
Brasa Pointo Tavern. “Tho structure
is in place (for imponchmont procéed-
ingw) If thern aro grounds for it.

“Hero is what jt comoa down to:

. How effectivo can a pregident be with

" this burden?™ he snid.

Tho congresmnan §a secking re-olee-
tion in November, bt ho's no strangoer
to tho Exchange Club, Ie'a kicked off

T TFlonsc soo ICE A3

Let the campaigns begin!

gé . While candidates Roundtablea will bo held 7-9 p.m.
& are pounding Qi\p Wednesdny and Thursday, Sept. 23-
Ny pavement, dontinat- 24, in our corporate headqunrtors at

ing tho airwaves yind

the print medig, wo
boliove voters'have a lot to say. We'd
liko to hoar from you - tho nverage
voter — on what you beliove rro
important issues in the November
olection for governor.”

The Observer will host a Citizens'
Election Roundtable later this month,
and wa're looking for a fow residents
to join others throughout your home-

36251 Schoolcraft Road, Livonia,
We'ra looking for a good cross-scc-
tion of votera. So il you've got an opin-

jon and are available both evenings,
pleass fill out the guest form which
accompnnics thia article,
-+ We'll notify you if you are sclected.
Tha scssions will bo photographed
and serve as the basis for storics to
appear on the Farmington Obsorver
op-cd pages beforo the Nov, 3 clection.
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Our readers aro well-informed and
have lota to sny = we know because
you write us, o-mail us and fax us on
a dally basia. We're counting on o
robust discusaion of tho issues. You
provide tha opinians, wo'll provide the
snncka and the mederator,

town acen for a lively dis-
cussion of what's important to you -
tho average voter.

The roundtables will includq discus-
sions on the gubernatorial raco and
statawido ballot issucs (physician-
nssiated suicide and Clean Michigan),

ELECTION ROUNDTABLE GUEST FORM

Nome:

Address:

Home Phone: Buslnoss Phone: Ago:
Educntlon:

Employment:

Professiong! Affillatlons:

Community lnvolvemont:

What Issues are important to you In tha Novembor electlon?

Drop this form off or mall It to: '
Farmington Editor Joanne Mallszewski i
33411 Grand River, Farmington, Mich, 48335 .
Or you can fax this form to: |
(248} 477:9722 ‘
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