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wagon without getting any back. tuught by h must also stop up to tho plate.
ground information thomselves”  just passing time on the way to- “Education has to be scen as a
About political agendas, Farm-  rotiremont, toam offort,” Bruce noted.
ngton district parent and college “If  toncher s not doing the *Including tho home. And other
sducntor Holen Ellison said job,” Ellison said, “I'll bo on top  sectors of socicty also need to
Evorything in our society, of it. But somo parents are not.  shoulder some of tha responsibil-
unfortunately, ia politically moti-~ So, for thoso who are not ity, The medin ... students
vated. When you talk about the involved when (their children) recelve a lot of mixed messuges.
amount of maoncy thot goea into  get teachers ... who are just This all goea into the team effort.
education, there's going to be  thare, the children suffer.” ‘We should have a bigger team.
politics. But a good toacher Harrison parent Marge Hous.  Everybody should have young
needs to romember who the cus-  or talked about another problem people’s concerns at heart.”
tomer is, and that's tho student.”  area, tho belief that some Farm- Despite hia plen, much of what
While political agendas ore ington teachers focus efforts on  tho media reports about teachers
dofinitely muddying the mix, the best and the brightest. She and public education will likely
some say parenta would ba well-  said hor children havo done well include the aiming of alings and
advised to alzo look at them- " . arrows toward tho casiest target:
selves before putting a pox on the people on the educational
public schoola. Children have a front line. :
botter chance of attalnitg high But Ellison said tenchers
grados and futuro success if. . might ba able to minimize the
d}mr moms and dads spend moro . .nssault if thoy just lightencd up.
time encouraging and working in the district, having received *Pd really like to sce educators
with them. * excellent instruction from teach-  not ba so defensive,” said Ellison,
Deapito it all, teaching, and ers, But in her opinion, kids not * an educator hersclf, “But to lis-
education, seemingly is in better  bound for honors don’t get tho ten. Sometimes, we'ro so defen-
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shapo in Farmington Public samekind of attention. - sive that we don't hear what's
Schools than in many districts “Teachors here really gear up  being said.” .
around the country. for tho brighter students,” Hous-  Navigating through political

Lug by Superintendont Bob er said. “It scems the curriculum’ ‘waters is out of the control of

id, “Team ington's” and hors are geared up for teachers and parents. But listen-
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st century achool district,” ou're below a 3.0, clieve 0 B et approach of all to " icati p .
whore dlvnm}i,ty and citizennhi'p yoz'm going to Atmggln!:.“ help the psblic ngg public educa- Team players: _Commur}lca.han between colleagues and oﬂ.zer staff’ dev‘,"’h’p mel}t efforts
are as valued as high nchiove- ~ “I don't think thoy get tho  tion join handa and step out of enable Farmington district teachers such as Dunchel Mgddle School’s Connie Car-
ment. High bers of gradu- ton and (tanchers) don’t the MEAP-muddied muck.’ roll and Chris Bruce to stay on the cutting edge of public education.
ates go on to colleges and univer-  waste timo on them. They'ro .
sities; MEAP, ACT and SAT good kids, too, good average
scorea gonorally are improving  kids” ]
as tho district aligns its core cur- But Maxficld defends the dis- )
riculum to tho state's, Every trict’s track record, not to men-
building in the district has cither  tion “excellence and equity” phi- ’
ottained North Central Accredi- 1 hy, in holpi dents .
tation, or i on the verge of from all backgrounds and talents

reaching that atatus. strive to excel in the 21st centu-
Candidates for teaching jobs in 1y,
Farmington go through the “Qur students do awfully well.
application wringer, so that mis- But the heart of the issue is our
tako hirings do not occur. A stail’ ability to work on each kid's
devclopment program keepa fac-' needs.”
ulty members on their toes, and ' .
helps them aveid gotting stale, Better than ever
a8 best teaching practices evolve. Maxfield agrees that the edu-
“] think there nbsolutcly is a cation field in general hag major 4 : o
checks and balances system in  problems to doal with, But he : AN X :
place,” said Lisa Drone, in her raises his eycbrows about the 1 ‘ 3
pecond year ns a teacher at East potshots now taken at schools
Middle School. *We're lifelong  and teachers.
learnors. Thero are teats we “At ita best, public cducation is
have to pass, just like the doc- better than it's ever been,” said
torn have to pass. We havo certi.  Maxficld, during o recent orien-
ficntion teets for avery field.” tation for new faculty mombers,
where the teamwork nation was
Parents see problems put up in neon lights for all to
But opinions about the dia-  sce. “But there’s this larger polit-
trict, and public education, dif- ical mantra imposed on us that
for. Parent Patricia Alspach — a pschools are failing.”
proponent of traditional class- ~ He said the criticism doesn’t
room loaraing, .whore teachaga... wash.with tho data_from public ..
teach to students eitting at their  opinion polls, where peoplo typi-
desks, and an advocate of the cally say “My district’a doing
sylinbus — seca Farmington as groat.”
being beset by the same prob- Acéording to Maxfield, the
lems boing felt elsowhere. Farmington district succeeds
“There are good and bad teach-  where others fail because of a
. ers, that's nationwide,” Alspach  “marvelous community, twa
said. “There are good and bad mayors who say, ‘We'll do any-
parents, that's nationwide., thing you want to help,’ a sup-
There's good curriculum and bad  portive school board, business
icul that's nationwide.” par hips. It all works, But in
) Yet she said some graduates of other places none of it is in
' Farmington Public Schools place”
apparently aren't learning the So American public education
basics, & concern for which generally is “under the micro-
Alspach doesn’t just fault teach- scopo for a lot of reasons,” the
ers, superintendent  continucd.
“How many kids, when they “We're. ail more sophisticated.
got to college, have to take reme-  And we've snid to the communi-
dial English or remedial math?”  ty, ‘Hold us nccountable.’ It's o
asked Alspach, who talked with more critical climate now, We're
more than a fow parents of B-or-  all held accountable and wo
better students whose gradunte  ought to be,”
hildren necded such b 1t's not like it was “in the old
In fact, Alspach said she has days,” Maxiield said, when chil-
,  more quibbles with what's being . dren were told to "Go to school
; taught and how, rather than by and if you screw up, it's your
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‘ whom. fault.”
“You can put the blame over N .
overything,” said Alapach, who ! Y y

especially likes the way private Even teachers recognize that
gchools do the job. “.. You sure there is plenty room for improve-
don't see Country Day doing ment, and good reagon for some

block scheduling.” of tha criticism levied ogninst
their profession. Some of it.
. Shaking the cages “Definitely,” said first-ycar

Ellison, whoso childron have Dunckel Middle School teacher
attended both public and privato Chris Bruce. *There are those
schools, acknowledged that some teachers out there (who) have
of the criticism of teachers is jus- beon complacent, a little too
tified, But not ol of it is. comfortable in their joba...

i *I think that (poor performers} “But 1 think it'd be a mistake
exists in any profession,” Ellizon  to put all of the blame for the
said. “Yowll have people who aro  problems that exist in the educa-
just ... there. And education tion community on the shoulders
should not be excluded from of teachers.”
that.” For public achoala to got bet-
Moanwhile, parents have ter, parents need to be actively
responsibility to shake the cages  involved and the rest of the com-
if thoy know their children arein  munity, including the medin,

Class time:

In Farming-
ton Public
Schools,
teachers and
students
often use
each other as
a sounding
board to
help answer
questions
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