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Gt involved: The Nov. 3
general election isn’t that
far off It’s time for voters
to study the issues and
the candidates. And don’t
forget to register to
vote./A12
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Vintage: As we face a new
millennium, local histori-
an Dave Litogott takes a
peek back at @ 100 years
of Farmington area histo-
ry./BL

Tour: Don’t forget that this
weekend is the Heritage
-Home Tour, 1-5 p.m. Sat-
urday, September 19 and
Sunday, September 20.
Tickets are on sale./B3
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Grid revlew: Senior quar-
terback Dave Pesci had a
big day as a passer Satur-

day while guiding

N unbeaten Farmington
Harrison to a 47-0 defeat
of Farmington./CL
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A majority of

% Harrison's staff
voted to dela;
block schedul-
ing last week.

By T SMITH
STAFF WRITER

Farmington Harrison High- School
faculty members apparently folt it
would bo a doublo whammy to go
ahead with a controversial four-by-four
block scheduling plan at the same time

the building undergoes massive con-

struction.

To minimize disruption, about twos A

thirds of Harrison's staff last wook
voted to delay block scheduling one
yoar, until fall 2000, The delay.was
being nnnounced to parents this week,
said Principal Rande Horn.

“The staff just felt, and a large
mnjority sensed, that it would he better
to take our time and get through the
bulk of construction™ before the imple-

ion of block scheduling, Horn
paid Tuesday. “And this gives us n bet-
ter chance to step back and look at
what we're doing.” .

Parents ware very receptive to the
delay,

Minorities needed,

‘Silent a0ctidn to help ‘Cloverd

delayed one year

- parents triggered

ale,
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rmington Hills for 111 years
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“I think that's an excellent idea,” said
Darlene Sherry, who has o son who will
enter Harrison in the 1999-2000 school
yoar. “It gives us enough time to do
mora rescarch and have more input
into what's going on. Our big problem
was that it was kind of thrown at us
and we were caught off guard.”

Bath Grossman, & member of tho dis-
trict’s 14-membor block scheduling

_ planning committee, said she was

“thrilled to death” about the-delay. But
she is confident ongoing pressure from
the decision more
than the “graceful” excuso of bond issue
construction.

“That gives them a very easy out,”
Grossman said Wednesdny. “The bot-
tom line is it was the right thing to do.”

Considerable anxiety from Harrison
parents about four-by-four started
right after finding out in May that it
was the high school’s block of cholce.

Worries, expressed by parents at o
June informational forum at Harrison,
wera repeated during a recent informa-
tional meeting of Harrison Concerned
Parents. Their criticism of four-by-four,
which requires students to complete a
full year's worth of courses in one
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- Farmington Observer — .

Putting you In touch
with your world

Good news: Tom Petros, owner of Cigar Emporium, just got
the OK from the state allowing him to open a new wine shop.

State lights the way

By TM SMITH
BTAFF WITER
The good news Cigar Emporium
owner Tom Petroa was waiting to get
for several months finally arrived
Wednesday.
Stato officlals OK'd his request for
" o permit to sell packaged beer and
wine, paving the way for Petras to
open the Wino Emporium next door
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to his existing business in the Down-
town Farmington Center.

Potros and stors manager Ron
Shamoan were excited to learn of the
Michigan Liquor Control Commis-
sion's approval ~ which took several
montha to complote.

“I'm relieved,” Petros said. “.. I'm
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dle School.

Invoived: Preston Brown teaches vocal music to seventh graders at East Mid-
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Because the number of recruits are low, minerity high
"t seo enough African Americans or
ather minorities teaching them, Why pursuc a field where
their chances of success aren’t as great as perhaps engi-
neering, medicine or industry?

Having morce minority teachers on board in increasingly
diverse districts makes sense to Farmington High School
freshman Keri Firestone, who is white.

“There arc n few black teachers,” Fireatone said. “(But} 1
think it'd make it nice for the African Americans to sce
their culture belng brought in through jobs such as teach-

the main

parents and

consideration is teaching ability, not skin color.
“All of my life, I've been brought up to not see color but to
seo the people inside,” said Farmington High School [resh-
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Parks—rec
chief hired

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFP WRITER

When Farmington Hills city officinls
looked for n special services director, thoy
knocked on their neighbor’s door and David
Boyer answered.

Boyer, 38, who is Southficld poarks and
recrontion nssistant director, has been
named ne director of the Special Services
Department. Boyor’s first day on the job is

Oct. &, -

Tho Southfield-Lathrup graduate
replaces Dan Potter, who stopped down in
the apring. Boyer, who hos a bachelor's
degres in recroation from Nosthern Michi-
gan University, is relishing the chanece to
oversee n department o large in acope.

“From what I've seon, they've done a
great job with their programming and facil-
ities,” Boyer said. *It's exciting to coma into
q situation liko that where thoy have new
bulldings.”

‘More thon 40 peoplo applied for tho posi-
tion. Tho city posted nds in professional
parks and recreation nowslotters in nine
Midwest states and the Michigan Munici-
pal Reviow, .

As part of the extensive recruitment
offort, the city also sent letters to 240 parks
and rec professionals.

Boyer emerged from a pool of 18 candi~

I
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a kidnapping hoax is in police custody
after he allegedly held his estranged

New educator just wants to teach

Chris Bruco is a black teachor. But
ane thing has nothing to do with the
other. .

Instead, the 27-year-old Bruco
thinks of himself as a teacher who
hapy to be African American. The
fact that achool districts all over the
.United States are fighting over few
minority tenching candidates isn't

* what prompted Bruca to take up the
ficld at the University of Michigan.
This fall, he began a job teaching his-
tory and computers at Dunckel Mid-
dlo School in the Farminjton district.

And tho Farmington Hills resident
iy fairly certain that his recruitment
by the district wansn't a decision
based on skin color, cither,

“Thay haven't said ‘Chris, we like
you bacauea you're a minority.’ 1
have mare of a scnse that I was hired
because of the sot of skills I bring to
this district,” suid Bruce, during o

A Farmington Hills man convicted in

M On Sunday,
residence armed w
Farmington Hills pollce sald.

recent interview at Dunckel.

Bruce did count minority teachers
among those who motivated him dur-
ing his own school days. Gerald
Young, o minority tencher who has
since loft the district, was his mentor
when he Toted student i

reason to apply,” Bruce gaid, “But 1
do think that, making it known that
Farmington and Farmington Hills is
a divorso community, and discussing
these igsues, will attract minority
npplimn};s.“

work.

“He recommended T apply for a job
at gnrmingtan High School,” Bruce
said. .

But as much as Bruce docsn’t
think he was hired because of race,
the issucs of race or cthnicity were
not why he sought a position in
Farmington - even though it isn dise
trict attompting to diversify employ-
ces to botter match tho student popu-
lation.

to Bruce, he gravitated
toward n teaching career for many
reasons: hia excellent communica-
tions akills, sense of humor, personal
valuea, But it wasn't o case of finding
a career lacking in minorities ~ a8
true as that may be — and then going
after it.

Desire is essential
He wanted to teach and do for oth-
ora what his tenchers did for him.
Bruco emph:mlzcd that teachers of

“I den't rocall Gerry point out
the fact that Farmington in particu-
lar is ptriving to attain more minori-
ty members nmong its ranks a8 o

ol {4 had a major impnct
on-his life “in shaping what I congid-
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Hills dad in custody after holding wife

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
WRITER

BTAPF WH Marko Ivezic showed up at his wife's Bronx.

ith a shotgun and 11 pairs of handcuffs,

Chils Bruco

at gunpoint

Ivezie, 87, was serving a 12-month
sentence for his involvement in o
botched scheme to extort money from
his wife's family in April.

wifc and her family at gunpoint in New
Yark. X

On Sunday, Marko Ivezic showed up
at his wifo's Bronx residence armed
with o shotgun and 11 poirs of hand-
cuffs, Farmington Hills police said. He
held six family members at bay, at one
point threatening to kill tho adults in

v
7

front of tho children, reporta said.
After n half-hour standoff, New York

police convinced Ivezic to surrender

without incident, No ano was injured.
According to Farmington Hills potice,

Ivezic foiled to return to Oakland
County Jail from his work rciense
assignment Sept. 6. Tho Onkland Fugi-
tivo Apprehension Team searched for
the missing prisonor. .

Ivezict ffed his son, Zoran, to o
bathroom sink in a Romulus hotel
while telling police two masked men
kidnapped Him and demnnded $10,000
ransom, Tho plot unraveled after police
investi s found diserer ich in
tho father's story. .

Ivezic wanted tho ransom moncy to
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