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Gov. John Engler ansounced
the appointmont of Cynthia A.
Holland and the veappoint-
ment of Dr, Glen Chambers
and Michacl L. Lucas to the
Occupational Health Stan-
dards Commission, which
assists the Division of Occupa-
tional Health in the Dopart.
ment of Consumer and Indus-
try Services in developing
occupntional health standards.

All these terms expire Aug.

6, 2001,

Holland, of Rochester, is
nssistant director of ancsthesin
for Genesys Regional Medical

County resident appointed
to staté health commission

Center in Grand Blane. Sho s
appointed to replace Patricia
Pittenger, of Lansing, and to
ropreacnt employces,

Chambers, D.O. of Okemos,
is an independent contractor
working as an occupational
health consultant. She is reap-
pointed to represent the gener-
aj public.

Lucas, of Lowell, is the
senior, corporate loss preven-
tion consultant for Steelcase
North America: Ho is reap-
pointed to represent manage-
ment. s
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State pares the ‘deadwood’

from voter 're'giStrationj lists

BY T RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

Some 660,000 "dend\.imocl‘ names have

'been removed from the voter registration

list, Seeretary of State Candice Miller
announced.

There are 6.36 million regiatered voters,
not the 6.9 million reportcd by local election
officials carlier this summor, Miller said.. -

< “Undor my ndministration, wo have con-
structed something called the ‘qualificd
voter file,” which woe used in the primary. We
have eliminated duplicates and peoplo who
have passed away, a factor that created the

potential for fraud in our clections process,” |

she said in an interview, .
Miller said Michigan has seen an incrense

" in deadwood due to the National Voter Reg-

istration Act (NVRA), which prohibita states
from using the lack of voting activity to trig-
ger the cancellation process. !

In the early 1960s, Michigan Gov, George
Romnoy aigned a law providing for canceling
tho registration of voters who had been inac-
tive for two years. The courts struck down
that law. The 1993 federal law, enacted by o
Democratic Congress and aigned by Presi-

-dent Bill Clinton, kept names on filo oven

when people had moved. 1]

Under the new qualified voter file (QVF),
the state has a statewide voter registration

‘We have eliminated dupll-
catos and people who have
passed away, a factor that cre-
ated the potential for fraud in

our elections process.’

Candice Miller
—Secretary of State

list. All votor information is tranamitted
olectronically betwoon the Sccrotary of
State’s offico and local olection officials.

I 1t works tivo ways. When tho Secretary of

-State’s branch offices receive voter informa-
tion changes, it forwards them eleetronically *

to local city and-township clerks, And when
Joca! clerks accept new voter registrations,
the information is forwarded to Lansing, and
the person’s previous registration, if any, is
canceled. . .

Tho QVF was doveloped at o cost of $7.6
million, Miller said: Half tho funds went to
local units of government.

. The QVF helps local officials with many of
their dutics including petition and candidate
tracking; an clectronic election calenday; and
absentee voter processing. oo

Bill Ballenger, proprictor of Insido Michi-

gan Politics newsletter, tells of a petition cir

culator whoso name was found six times on
Detroit’s voter registration list because of
her (requent moves. But to her credit, she
voted only once, Ballenger said.

Reader’s Digest has made much of the
failure of government to cancel the registra-
tions of voters, cven when presented evi-
denco the voter has died. In'a Baltimore
case, a wamun said her husband was record-
ed a8 having voted montha after he actually
died, an indication of fraud. .

A 1994 by Sabato and Simpson entitled
“Dirty Little Sccrets: The Persistonce of Cor-
ruption in American Politics” argues that the
federal law “augment(s) the potential for
fraud ... Under the motor-voter { ) law,
it has become more difficult to keop the vot-
ing rolla clean of ‘deadwood’ voters who have
moved or dicd, making fraudulent voting
casior and thercfore more tempting for those
so inclined.”

The Michigan Legislature attempted to
correct a deficiency by requiring o voter to
produco a photo identification card at the

. Pnlla. Attorney Genernl Frank Kelley called

ked of the

it 1, saying it
poll tax. B

Michigan’s new QVF will make voter.
turnout percentages look better, The 550,000
deadwood names had tho effect of swelling
the denominator and making it look as if
voter participation were declining over the
years rather than increasing.
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