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Education

Voters: Brush up for election

“Democracy is a device that ensures we shall be
governed no better than we deserve”

~George Bernard Shaw

‘'ovember ian't that far nway. Before you

know it, the gencral election will bo here.

That's why we are nlready delving into tho
races, candidotes and issues that affect voters in
Farmington and Farmington Hills.

We think it's important to thoroughly cover
the candidates sccking election, We think it's
cqually important to cover the threo state pro-
posals on the Nov. 3 ballot,

A primary reason for kicking off coverage in
September — when most voters are just getting
over tho August primary ~ is beeause a lot of you
vote absenteo, And if you're a ientious and

Michigan Sccretary of State office. Tho deadiino °

is the end of business, Monday, Qct. 5.

Also take the timo to read and learn about the
candidates; consider the issues important to you;
consider {ssues important to your community.
Thon make an informed decision. Not o hurried
one. Not one based on name recognition, Ask

organized voter, you vote carlier and earlier each
election, Wo want you to be armed with enough
“information to cast your ballot.

You will notice that we are taking a bit of o
departure from our traditional profiles on candi-
dates in each of the races that affect the commu-
nity. We want to give you a more in depth and
multi-dimensional understanding of the candi-
dates — and their backgrounds - you will consid-
er for election. That includes not only their posi-
.tions on isaues important to them, but issues
important to you, the voter.

That’s why we necd to hear from voters. Let us
know what issues arc important to you, Our
reporters will soan be out in the community ask-
ing voters what concerns they have as we enter
clection season. Are you concerned about roads
- and their funding, business taxes, cnvironmen-
tal issues, governmental spending? Give us an
.idea. Write us a letter. Send us a fax. Call us, or
send us an email.

While we are busy talking with candidates and
addressing the ballot issucs that will face voters
in November, we ask that os voters you take this
upcoming election seriously.

“If you are not yet registered to vote, do so. It's
easy and mny be accomplished at either Farm-
ington or Farmington Hills city halls or any

¥ If if the didate you chooso will ade-
Qquately and- appropriately reprosént you and
your community in the state House, state Senate
or Qakland County Board of Commissioners,

‘Pake your education a step further and attend
a candidate forum, One is already planned by
the Council of Homeowner Associations of Farm-
ington Hills at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 7, in
Farmington Hills city council chambers. Oak-
land County Commission and atate House candi-
dates will bo there.,

A candidato forum is n good opportunity to see

the candidates in action and to sce them on the -

spot, responding'to questions.

In such a busy world, it’s easy to forget to vote,
or to mako it the last thing on your “to do list.™ If
you cannot be in town on Tucsday, Nov. 3,

by ing for an ballot -

Concern

Careful: Longacre Elementary Safety Patrols Gabrielle Sikora and
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Shawn Clark

watch for clear spaces in traffic so their classmates can cross Gill Road. Parents
are concerned about the safety of their kids as the walk to school, Prents want

the city of Farmington to pay for an adult crossin
aren’t sure traffic volume warrants such a move.

guard. But city officials
eanwhile, pubﬁ'c safety

officers were on hand one morning to monitor the morning rush.

at app
and voting it, is as simple as registering to vote.

City clerks and their staffs in Farmington and
Farmington Hills have worked hard to make the
whole process of voting — from registering to vot-
ing — a8 simple and uncumbersome a8 possible.
Take advantage of it. .

And it's true. If you den't vote and don’t vote
armed with knowledge and a good sense for
whom you aro voting, really, you shouldn’t com-
plain, It's what you deserve.

Learn about U.S. Constitution

Week,” and with all that's going on in

: Washington, D.C. these days the venera-
‘ble old document is hound to get a workout.

The federal convention convened on May
14, 1787, in Philadelphia to revise the Articles
of Confederation. It was a long, hot summer,
and through discussion and debate it became
clear by mid-June that, rather than amend
the existing articles, the convention would
draft a new document. .
: Throughout the summer — in closed ses-
sions criticized by Thomas Jefferson — the
delegates worked to draft the new constitu-
tion.

?ndny marks the start of “Constitution

Fll begins this year at preciscly 1:37 am.
R Py Standard T Wodnesd

: ime on y,
. Sept. 23, Officially that's the autumnal
quinox, the point at which the sun scems to
088 the celestial equator from north to south,
' It's onc of two days in the year when there
"are an cqual number of dark and daylight
‘hours,
What the day really signifies is the chang-
‘ing of the season from summer to fall, Those -
.green leaves, symbolic of new life when they
-emerged in the spring, begin their ritualistic
“color changes, soon to end up in a compost bin
or as mulch in a flower bed, It's all part of the
‘cycle of nature, i
. And that leads to the inevitable coffee break
digcussions about which is the favorite season.
‘Snow skiers declare winter to be the best
-while water skiers proclaim the joys of sum-
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COMTURITY

“The work of many, the consﬁtuﬁun stands
s a model of cooperative statesmanship and
When the delegates left

LETTERS

_ Unfair bill

Arcnent article in the Observer quoted 8
state representative as saying that Senate
Bill 733, which gives 84 citics and townships
the authority to Jure businesses from other

ities through absolving all new per-
sonal property taxes, would not harm the city
of Farmington Hills. :

The reason Farmington Hills City Council
hed a vigorous paign against pas-
sage of the legislation is that it has the poten-
‘tin} of hurting our city very badly as any of the
84 communities could dangle the substantial
{ property tax savings over an extend-

Philadelphia after the , few, if any,
were d that the thoy had
approved outlined the ideal form of govern-
ment for the country. Late in his life James
Miudison scrawled out a letter, one never
addressed. In it he declared that no govern-
ment can be perfect, and “that which is the
lenst imperfect is therefore the best govern-
ment.” X

Take timo to rend the constitution and
know the freedom it guarantees.

Cycle of nature brings us fall

mer. Gardeners look forward to spring when
they can begin working with the soil. And
hunters can't wait for tho deer scason to get
under way in tho fall. .

Snowbirds start preparing for their annual
trek to points south, extending the summer
senson through the winter months. They don't
care what time of year it {8, just so long 08 it'’s
warm.

- ' We'ra not advocating one season over

another. They'll come and go, no matter how
much wo pontificate. We're just happy to be
around to watch the changes, William Browne,
the 17th century English poet, probably
summed it up best:

“There is no scason such delight can bring,

“Ag summer, autumn, winter, and the
spring.” ?
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QUESTION:

Should

President

Clinton be

impeached,

censured or

have no

penalty?

"Impeach,"” “I think they “He shoutd be “['m not really
‘| Weasked this I Ashworth | Should impeach held accountabto | sura. I'm disap-
| question at the ,col:\ w;’}l him.” tothe fulf extent | polnted in how
i| Farmington Famington Hills Janot Gross | O1H0 law. | he goes on about
1| Post Office ane W % | guass impooch: fomlly vatues and
: oVl | ment.” what he shows
R Donna Walllis America.”
Farmington Laurla Willlams

: . Farmington

ed period of time to convince our companies to
move to the tax-free haven.

Busi publications r ized this when
the agreed that Compuware, presently based
in Farmington Hills, could be a prime target
of Senate Bill 783. The computer firm, with its
high proportion of personal property, is
already being sought out by the city of Detroit.

Other Farmington Hills firms could be the
targets of one of the communities favored by
the law. While our city government is not
wedded to the personal property tax, we do
believe that if it is replaced, there should be
replacement funds provided by the state to
make up for about $3 million in lost revenues.
Otherwise the burden would fall on individual
homeowners.

The problem with Senate Bill 738 is not
only its unfairness to our city, but also in the
manner which it was adopted by the Legisla-
ture at the last moment of the session, with.
out scrutiny by a committee and without
many of the lawmakers realizing what was in
the bill, That is obvious by the statement in
the Observer and by comments by other area
lawmakers,

In the final analysis it was a bad bill,
approved without full knowledge of most of
the lnwmakers and an unfair intrusion into
the home rule of our city.

Aldo Vagnozzi, mayor
Farmington Hills

Constitution honored

would like to remind your readers that *Consti-
tution Week” is Sept. 17-23. This week cole-
brates the signing of a document over 200 years

old. It was written by our founding fathers to
securo liberty and guarantee our frecdoms as a
self governing nation, .

Study the canatitution, know your righta enjoy
the frecdom that was fought for by 80 many.

History has it that at 4 p.m. on Sept. 17, 1787,
the actual signing of the document was under-
taken by 39 of our ancestors.

Remember this dato and read your constitu-
tion.

Judy Mysliviee

‘Raged officers’

A ctually “road ragebehavior as blamed on-.-}-

otorists is prevalent in some police now
cruising our streets. Police roge is the direct
result of inadequate and superficial hiring
tests uged by local governments.

Raged police habitually abuse motorists
with pr jon, intimidation, entr: t
high speed chases, beatings, unwarranted
tickets and outright lies. Burnout is a commen
excuse, but anyone can be burned out before
hiring, not just at the 11- year duty mark
given to the police specifically.

1t is nearly impossible to later dispute the
lies of a raged individual policeman because of
union, “partner” and prosecutor/legal protec-
tions.

Higher education and service records can
even mask this unstable individual, Any gov-
ernment employee with vested autharity.to
harm or kill needs all the psychological test-
ing available! The net benefit to law enforce-
ment will certainly be added respect by the
public.

James E. Mills
Farmington Hills

Qplntons are to bo shared: We welcome your
ideas, as do your neighbors, That's why we
offer this space on a weekly basis for opinions
In your own words. We will help by editing for
clarity. To assure authenticity, we ask that you
sign your letter and provide a contact telephone
number. .

Letters should be mafled to: Editor, The Farm-
ington Observer, 33411 Grand River, Farming-
ton Michigan 48335. Or they can be faxed to
248-477-9722.
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OuR MIssIoN; "Because we publish community newspapera, we think about community journalism

in a fundamentally different way than aur bigger comp They

i

tobe

independent from the storics and
sensational and then dashing off to cover somet,

they cover, opi
hing clse. We regard ourselves as both accurate

g in to write the unusual or

Journalists and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

— Philip Power




