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POINTS OF VIEW

Be in the know: Read blue ribbon tech report

lmnnt everybody hua oxperi-
cnced tho Information Rovolu.
tion in onc form or another: per-
annnl computers; faxes, pagers, cell
‘phones, robotics, automatic teller
machines, the Internet.
But, warns a report relenscd by the
. blue-ribbon Michi)

person in Michigan.

The MITC report begins with a
Call to Action: “Abrupt and funda-
mental leaps in technology are very
rare, mking place perhaps once of
twice in n century, ‘But they can
trunsl‘nrm the lwcs afpeoplc. thae fate

of and even

Technology Commission (MITC),
ichigan's busi e

‘schools and government offices are
d to take full ad ge of
‘the Information Revolution.

. Sponsored by the W. X, Kellogg
Foundation, the Herbert H. and Grace
‘A. Dow Foundation and thé Council of
Michigan Foundation, the MITC
hmught wgether 40 leaders from

’s b

gov
‘non-profit and media communities for
10 months of fact-finding and deliber-
ntion.
+ I was a member of the MITC. 1
came awny from the procesa very -
impressed at the sincerity and dili-  *
geneo of my coll and

the direction of states and nations.”
Tho Industrinl Revolution of the 19th
century was one example; the, Infor- -
mation Revolution of today is another.
“History teaches that  society thut

tho demg‘n of nuftwnrc the' wny Seattle

does not act p tly and agg

ly in the face > of o tranaforming techs"
nology risks being overtaken by those
that do,” continues the report, “We .

) t) has
becomo. But the report concludes
that, “Michigan has the necessary ele- .
ments to establish a sell-renewing

ters of

and 8 envir

do not have the luxury of
gtill. Wo either establish Ieudcrshlp

positions in the use and preduction of "

information u:chnology or we sit back
and watch our economic base shrivel
and our children seek their Jiveli-
hoods elsewhere.”

The MITC report points out that

1y challenged at the implications of

ichigan can never lead the world in

‘the Information Revolution for every

Democrats,

on't give Juhn Austin the speech
. Dnbout *work hard, pay your
dues, p!un carefully, and you'll |
‘be o success.” He may be a little bitter
,nbout now.
< Austin, 36, announced 18 mnnths

the prod of gilicon chips the way
Silicon Valley in California has or in

say they like a

gressmcn {including Stabenow und
Kildee), three atate senators (includ- .

. ing Gary, Petors and Alma Smith), a

couple dozen state reps (including
Eileen DeHart, Tom Kelly and Nancy

ngo he was sceking the D
- nomination for sccretary of state. He'

{8 & senior project manager for Public

Policy Associates, which is a potent '

think tank nrgumzntmn evenifyou .
. ‘haven't heard of it. He is a Genesee

- tion

Quarles), two State Board of Educa-
bers, two University of
Michigan regents (P}ul Power and
Libby Maynard) nnd more local party

vluuders than you can count.

Austin also doveloped a platform:
cnmpmgn ﬁnanca reform, caps on

‘County road He'sa

first-class orator, which always helps;

#rood-looking, which never hurts; and

well educated, which some folks think

la important.

;. A week before the Democratic state

. conventmn, Austin had no opposition,
‘He had the support of two of the three
‘gubernatorinl candidates (Owen and
‘Ross), five of the 10 Democratic con-

ADMISSION
$5.00

to political par-
tics, a one-year moratorium on retired
legislators becoming lobbyists, and so

on.
* So why didn’t he win in a walk?
Gubernatorial nomince Geoffrey
Ficger wanted a black woman on the
ticket as licutenant governor, He
couldn’t find one, sa he talked toa
white woman and then to Rep. Jim

t for new
of inf hrol

X

The dynamics of this process,
uu:ordlng to the report, involve Michi-
gan's becoming a world leader in
applying and transferring this tech-
nology throughout our state, thereby
_creating enormous demand for new
products and for talented information
workers, “This demand, in turn, can

Agee, a white rnula. a former schuul
4

t and the D t
top guy on pubhc educatmn.

Wayne Counly corporation counsel
and a white female, had emerged a8
the favorite for attorney general, That
left Fieger without a black woman
from Detroit on the ticket.

. Michigan Democrats put together a
‘ticket prccumly the way TV's Archie

‘ Ann Arbor

ANTHQUES

M. BRUSHER
5055 Ann Arbor - Saline Road, Ann Arbor, Michigan

(Exit #175.,

. ‘ | ALL DEALERS PICTURED WILL BE AT
THE SHOW ON SEPT. 19TH & 20TH
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' 1
entreprencurs and workers to create

" new products and services to be sold
- throughout the world,” thn mpurt con-

cludes.

The Ml‘l‘C rcport cont.nms 17 broud>
and 504

action steps for p

dcs:gn prod ->
ucw. tmnsfcr funds and communicate -
via ¢-mail and videoconference.

® Health care professionals should
expand use of information technology
m |mprnvmg the health of Michigan’s
or le, in northern -

.tabe a leader in \ information technolo-

gy. Some examples:
M Educators should use the Inwr-
not and other information tech

Mnchxgnn. doctors are offering long-
distance consultation for patienta via
an advance video ne!.work ’l’bc dnyu
of’ " are’

to greatly expand Jearning apportuni-
ties or students and for workers of all
ages. For example, the Michigan Vir-
tual University will soon bring togeth-
er professors from all around the state
to offer education and job trainirfg via
cable TV, CD-ROM and the Internet.
 Businesses should create new
software and experiment with new
forms of organization to increase
worker creativity and productivity by
maximizing use of information tech-
nology. For example, the auto indus-
try is building a data network in
metro Detroit that will both save mil-
lions and allow companies worldwide

 Town Communications Network Inc.,

not far off.

Every thoughtful person in Michi- -
gan ahnuld rend this report, It offers :
a detailed and p call
to our state. You can access the
entire report on the web at .
www.michinfotech.org. .

Phil Power is chairman of Home-

the camipany that owns this newspa-
per. He welcomes your comments,
either by voice mail at (734) 963-
2047, Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppow-
e‘r@oeanllne.com

good ﬁght but it’s not SO .

Bunker taught: “You get
treasurer ... Them people know how
to handle money. Then you get Salva-
tory for district attorney ~ to keep an
eyc on Feldman. Then you get a Mick,
O'Reilly, to make sure the graft is
cqually distributed.”

Not a word about public service.
Not a thought about ability.-

So Fieger recruited Rep, Mary Lou
Parks of Detroit to be the secretary of
state candidate, Austin was assigned
to make her nominating speech.

For nine minutes, Austin talked
about his ideals and campaign.
“Diversity is our greatest strength,”
he began. “Naturally, I'm very disap-
pointed nat to be part of the ticket,”
he said in an understatement.

He spent less than a minute talk-

ing about Parks. She knows the wel- :
. fare budget, which is hardly a recom-

for's ry of state. She
chairs thu Black Caucus. That was
about it.

Democrats say they like a good
fight. Not quite true. In the Republi-
can convention, delegates faced with
an ordained candidate for attorney
general with no real qualifications
rebelled against their own governor's
wishes and picked someone they con- :
sidered qualified, John Smietanka.

Democrats just caved in, however, ©
and nominated Parks. Austinbad !
enough supporters for a rebellion,
_\udglng by the white-on-black “a”
signs in the convention hall, but they :
snid to heck with ability and went
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“with diversity.

Tim Richard reports on the local
implications of state and regumal .
¢vents. His voice mail number is (734)
953-2047, ext. 1881.

MAKCMRCI’ l!l(USIiBK’S ANN ARBOR AN“QUCS MARKET

SAT. & SUN., SEPTEMBER 19 & 20, 8 A.M.- 4 P.M.

Peg Durkin, Crosse

19th ¢ Freach Flaence, Paintings.

RBan 3
Fumiture and Accessories,

Kouso_of Jade, Adrlan, Ml Antl
twunswar
iders,

1!

P
Yuelmll l Mcne-‘m Ana
h & 19th €.

furnituco &

FUTURE SHOWS:

OCTOBER 18, SUNDAY 6am-4pm;

NOVEMBER 8, SUNDAY 6am-4pm

ARBOR. MICHIGAN

inte, ML Historicat
staffordshire, Antique American Paper
welghts, Elue & White Chinese Export,

Darrow, Akron, OH, 20th Century

20th Century
vintage
Telephones,
Boulder, €0,
Hundreds of
Restored
Telephones,
Vintage to
Modemn,

sml'er uﬂentr:vl Jewelry Including Sllver

year we.aun
ABECIANOAN
EXHIRIS



