Neeme Jarvi conducts the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra in their
season opener featuring violinist
Joshua Bell, 8 p.m. at Detroit
Orchestra Hall. Tickets $17 to
848 (Box scats: $55 and $63. At
the Orchestra Hall Box Office or
by calling (313} 576-6111.

SATURDAY
TURE

The Chenille Sisters kick off the
Millennium Centre’s 1998-98
season 2 p.m. in a family show
designed to delight children ages
3-8 Tickets $10, available at the
box office, 16600 J. L. Hudson Dr.
in Southfield, or Tichetmaster
outlets. Call (248) 562-1226,”

-SUNDAY.-
S

‘WHAT: “Chlcogo ~
The Musicel,” Book by
Bob Fossa and Fred
Ebb, Muslc by John
Kander, lyflcs by Fred

WHERE: Detroit's
Fisher Theoter

v WHEN: Sopt. 22 to
i Oct. 11. 8 p.m. Tues-

: days through Satur-

. doys, 7:30 p.m. Sun-
doys and 2 p.m, Satur-
days and Sundoys.

TICKETS: $62 10

$35. Catl (248)645-
6666,
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BY HUGH GALLAGHER ¢ STAFF WRITER

t was 8:45 a.m. Houston time Snvulv‘ud in a.musical revue with
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Alan Thicke enjoys ‘sleazy lawyer’
role in Broadway musical :

On stage:

Photo above,
Stephanie

Pope (center)

as Velma

Kelly, and
company
perform “All

That Jazz”

in the six-

time Tony-
Award win- - _
ning Broad- -~

Robert Goulet stars in “Camclot”
1 p.m. and 6 p.m. at the Fox The-
atre. Tickets $17.50 to $42.560,
available at the Fox Theatre Box
Office, und all Ticketmaster loca-
tions, call (248) 433-1515.

Hot Tix: Jazz violinist
Christian Howes performs
12:30 p.m. Sunday, on the
Wayne State Stage during
the 12th Annual Detroit Fes-
tival of the Arts, Friday-
Sunday, Sept, 18-20 in
Detroit’s Cultural Center
area. The celebration of the
arts features more than 500
visual and performing
artists. Admission is frec.
Call (313) 677-6088 for
more inforniation.

way musi-

. E and Alan.Thicke was riding in a..-Lorno Michaels (later.producer_of

limo for the first-of a long mom-
ing of radio and television inter-
. viows to promote his appearance in
the touring company of “Chicago.”
“You have to bo in a limo,” he said
by cellular phone, “it’s 300 degrees
here”
Thicke, best known for his role as
- the dad in the hit situation comedy
“Growing Pains,” is playing slick
lawyer and con artist Billy Flynn in
tho Bob Fosse, Kander-Ebb musical
that won a now lease on life when it

was restaged to critical acclaim on

Broadway a couple years ago.

The touring company opens at
Detroit’s Fisher Theater Tucsday,
Sept. 22, the last stop for Thicke
befora ha joins the New York cast.

Though most remember Thicke as
the affablo psychiatrist Jason Sever
in “Growing Pains,” he actually got

-years ago, the musical was revived

“Saturday Night Livel™), Victor Gar-
ber and,Gilda Radner. But thero
wasn't much call for a singing and
daneing psychiatrist dad on a situn-
tion comedy.”

Thicke said he did a production of
“Promiscs, Promises” last year with
“Seinfeld's” Jeson Alexnnder, anoth-
er sit-com performer who got his
start in musical theater. Though he
had been offered roles on Brondway,
nothing felt right until “Chicago”
came along.

“Chicago™ originally opened in
1976 to modorato success, though it
featured a lively scoro by John Kan-
dor and Fred Ebb and innovative
chorcography by Bob Fosse. Two

under the direction of Walter Bob-
bie and with chorcagraphy by Ann
Reinking in the Fosse style. It won

his start in music, a8 a rock and roll

singer and in musical comedy. sell-out audiences. )
*“I had my training in musical the-
" ater in Toronto,” ho said. “I was Plcase gee CHICAGO, E2

Avon Players off

BY LisA Buczko
BPECIAL WItTER

Avon Players' scason opener haa
all the ingredients for succeas: n
charismatic leading actor; excellent
sot design, costumes, lighting, chore-
ography; and, an orchestra that's in
tune with the play’s criginal music.

If tho sold-out opening night per-
formance is any indication of this
year's bill, it should be a very good.
year for community theater in
Rochester Hills,

Based on Dickens’ *Oliver Twist,”
the Avon Player’s muslif’nl ‘rgnqlt.ien

COMMUNITY THEATER .

B If the sold-out opening
night performance Is any
‘Indication of this year's
hill, it should be a very
good year for community
theater in Rochester Hills.

rave reviews and has been drawing

dark hair. He was more than con-
vincing and added a breath of fresh
air to Dickens' well-loved tale.
Anocther stand-out young nctor
making his debut on Avon’s stage
was 12-y td Jon Dalton, who

waa expertly prod

Jurco, directed and chorcographed
by Karen Upchurch (who staod in for
Bet on opening night). Margaret
Wunschl handed the musical diree-
tion .

Overall, the Avon Player'a “Oliv-
erl” hoa tha right touch of humor *
and dramatic pacing. In addition to
the well-timed exccution, the chorus
was in perfect harmony and the

choreography in step,
u

played the adorable trouble-maker
Artful Dodger with plenty of atti-
tude. Hia accent wns Nawless and he
mere than complemented Avon vet-
eran Rick Gebbie's manipulative,
conniving Fagin.

Nancy, played by Kristy North-
cote, also a veteran of Avon, gave n
fiery, colorful performance as Fagin's
love interest. Her well-projected
voice combined with her shining

d dinted the stage.

In his acting debut, 8.y
Dennia Strach’s charming and spir-
ited portrayal of this clnasic ragn.
muflin orphan stole tho show. While
most Oliver's are fair of hair, Strach
has puppy dog brown vyes and very

Juhn Deierlein did a wonderful job
with the lighting deaign, which
enhanced the acenery, time of dny
and complemented the ambianco of

the production. )
4

The only production clement a bit
off key waa the sound. Considering
“Oliver!” is the Avon Players initial
production of the senson, there’s no
doubt the system quirks nnd dis-
tracting feedbaek will soon be
ironed-out.

Mennwhile, the orchestra was
seamless, made up of Mnrgaret
Wunsch! on keybonrd, Baron Von
Korno on trumpet, Lord Netson on
trombone, Lady Anne on flute, Sit
Harold DeClarino on Clarinet and
Tom-Tom Aston on percussion.

Of course, ginee “Oliver!™is n
musical, the singing is crucial, Avon
Players didn't disappoint.

From “Food, Glorious Food”, sung
by Oliver and the orphans, and
“That’s Your Funeral” by Mr. & Mrs.
Sowerberry (Jell Schuster and
Peggy Jones), to “I'll Da Anything,”
by Artful Dodger, Nancy, Oliver, Bet,
Fagin and the kids and the beloved
*Qom-pah-pah” by Nancy and the
chorus, the singing was uplifting
and hit nll the right notes.

Avon Players' production of Oliv-
erl is a show that hns something for
everyonc — from tho young to the
young at heart. .

1

“cal, “Chica-
go” At left,
Alan Thicke.

to a smashing start with ‘Oliver?

_cal from Stephen Schwortz, the composar/tyricist of

Avon Players 1998-99 Season

Avon Playors |8 celebrating thele 515t soason this
year. A season highlight ls “Chikdren ot Eden,” o musi-

“Godspell® and *Plopin,” and John Calrd, Lo be pre-

sented in March,

*I think we'te the first community theater group In tho

arga 10 do this fabulous musical,” sald Jean Gasinger,

*It shou'd be spectocular. There's a huge children's

chorus.*

All shows oro ot 8 p.m., except for Sunday matinees

which are at 2 p.m. This yeor, Avon Pioyers added o 1

p.m. Saturday matineo for its cutrent production,

“Ollvert®,

TICKETS oro $15 for musicats, and $13 for non-

muslcals with student, senior and group totes avail-

oblo for Thursday and Sunday performances.

SEASON TICKETS aro 65, and includes il

fivo shaws, Peffarmancas ore ot the theater on

Tlenkon Road {1 1/4 miles gast of Rochostar Rond) In

Rochester Hills, Calt (248) 6089077 for ticket Iafor-

matlon. . .

R “Oliver!* - 8 p.m. Fridoy, Sept. 18, 1 p.m. 8ad 8
p.m, Saturday, Sopt, 19, 2 p.m. Sunday, Sept., 20;
8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, Sept. 25-28, 2 p.m. Sunday,
Scpt, 27; 8 p.m, Thursdoy-Saturday, Oct. 1-3.

W “The Forsigner” - Oct, 30-31 and Nov. 1: Nov, 6-8;
Nov, 12-14.

W “The Children's Hour® ~ Morch 5-7; March 12:14;
Mareh 18-20, v

& “Chlldron of Edon® - Aprll 30, Mary 1-2; May 7-8;
Moy 14.18; Moy 20:22,

N ~



