A2(F)

.. The Obierver & Eoéentiic] TUUISDAY; SEPTEMBER 17, 1998 .,

BY-LARRY O'CONNOR
ETAFY WHITLR

When Ounkland County Com-
mission. candidate Linda Joli-

cop:ur loat to David Moffitt in the -
Republican primary, 8 well-wish- -

en tricd to softon the blow by
reminding her of the difficulty in
) ing a 14-year i L
. ¥It's more ltike 20," said Joli-
coeur, referring to the long-
standing Moffitt name in county
pdlitical circles.
‘Actually, tho Moffitt name has
bedn: a mainstay on the county
coromission for 26 years, dating

ta-1972 when Lillian Moffitt:

sdrved -hor first ‘torm. She
rempined o commisaioner for, 12
yoars until 1984 when' her son,
David, succeeded her.,

David Moffitt is sceking to
continue the l¢gacy in tho Nov, 3
genoral clection. He is running

Election

agningt Democratic hopeful

‘Ryan Gesund in the district,

which serves northern Farmifig-
tonHills. .. = ., . .

David fondly recalls sitting at.
the dinner table whilo his’'moth-
er earefully crafted response let-
tors to her constituents, Invari-
ably, mother and son would end
up talking about isaucs.

Before long, Lillian ‘had her.

son In tow to commission meot-

ings, where he met somo of the
county’s main players, =

“She offered me a great deat of -

insight on how a lot of things

came into being and a perspec- -

tive of the personalitics

Mom and son keep Moffitt name a

Before he was elected, David
slready had a grasp of enduring

. county issuos such as trans-
portation, the rivalry between

developed versus undoveloped .

regions and the relationship of
commisaioners and the county
* executive,

* Of course, Lillian served when
Dan-Murphy wns county execu-
tive, Most of David’s 14 years
has been spent with L, Brooks
Patterson at the he!m.

Mom’'s. and son's political

styles are similar, both soid. -

“We wero both strong advo-
- cates but deliberate and thor-
‘ough,” David said. “Both of us
‘would want to study the issucs.
thoroughly and offer all sides an
opportunity to contribute.”

Mo agreed.

. “1 knew ho
gathors  the
facts,” Lillian,
said, “I think he
.. looks nt things
from & logal
aspect, Ho is
very -good at
that.” .
David admit-
ted his mother’s
. name helped
him in his first clection in 18984,
which was preceded by a five-
candidate GOP runoff.

ANV W
Lllltan Mottt

David’s father, O. Brent Mof- .

fitt, also sorved as the Republis
can director of the 86th Legisla-
tive district. O, Brent and Lillian
are rotired and live in Florida.
However, Lillion said sho
‘nover steered her son toward
county politics. That stemmed
_from his insatinble intefest in

county mains

GOP happenings.
“I told him he'd have to run in
o regular primary ond let the

poople decide,” said Lillian from

her Florida home.

- While she's pmvide;l'vuluuhlo “

insight, Lillian said sho only
offered her input on one particu-

lar issue. The matter involved,

instituting automatic atep ppy
incronses — opposed to merit
raises — for some county employ-
ces,

Lillinn was dead set ngainst
the moasure, which atill passed

with Democratic aupport. David .

vated “po.” .

- !
er”

Mothor’s
kudos "aside,
Moffitt's oppo-
neat is not
phased about
running agninat
such a well-
known nanie. R

“I'm finding it
doesn't have the
name recognition of Cangresa or
other offices; county commission
ia kind of low on the totem pole,”
Ryan Gesund said, I don't know
ifit's Moffitt’s fault or it’s coun-
tywide, It just seems that namie

ition is not as »

David Moffitt

As for her son's longevity 08 a

count,

. Lillian -

the Democrat -has

5y
" gees that s o testament to hia

service. .

*I'm proud of what ho's doing,”
Lillian said. “I think hae is doing
an oxcellent job as a commission-

found a way to skirt Moffitt's
namo recognition.

“When I go door to door, T just
say, ‘My Republican opponent.” "

Archer to speak at’ miilticultﬁral' kickoff |

Town hall meeting

Detroit Mayor Dennis Archer is keynote

ker for Farmington/Farmi i
M 1 ultiracial C Coun-
¢il's third annual community gathering and
-kick off rally next week, to “promote and sus-
tain a healthy, diverse community.”

‘The rally, which begins the council's 1998~
99 program serics, ia slated to begin 7 p.m.
‘fuesday, Sept. 22 at the William Costick
Activitics Center, 28600 11 Mile Road (East
of Middlebelt, gate 4) in Farmi ills.

Archer, a former Michigan Supreme Court
justice,
Newsweek's 26 moat dynamic mayors in
America, deemed one of the 100 Most Influ-
entinl Black Americans by Ebony

ills .

has been- named as one of

in the United States by the National Low
Review. ..

Music will be provided by the Harrison
High School Marching Band nnd East Mid-
dle School “Encore” Choir, Council co-chairs

are Jim Hall and Karon Bolsen, All are’

invited to attend, and there is-no admission
fee.
In the Iate 1980s the Farmington/Farm-
ington Hills Multicultural/Multiracial Com-
munity Council began meoting informally as
a group of parents, police, school and city
officinls to discuss religious, racial and cul-
tural differences. . !
Since carly 1990, reprceentatives from
Farmington Public School d the

and one of the 100 Most Powerful Attorneys

Farmington and Farmington Hills city gov-
ernmonts, the reli-
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|~ Bring In AV OF Your Old

other interested citi-
zena havo met regular-

ly.

In 1993 the council
sponsored its first open
forum on multicultural
and multiracial diver-
sity and since then hos
worked toward provid-
ing a program that
would reach out to citi-
zens and offer a month-
ly opportunity for com-
munitywide exchange.

The council is dedi-
cated to promoting
awareness and acceptance of diversity in the
community.

X A
Detrolt Mayor
Dennls Archor
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medlcations, Nutracenicals-
are used to help repair
Jolnts and along with
welght management we
can. give our pets a new
lease on life.

" With the cooler weather
coming around, many of us
remember how difficult It
was for olr old friends to
-get up and go during the
cold days of last winter. -
Some pet owners attribute
this slowing down to “old
age.”

:-Degeneratlve [oint
disease and osteoarthritls
are two syndromes that can
cause discomfort. We often '
hear the owners of these
dogs tell us that thelr pet
needs time to warm up
before they can move
around freely.

Some of the newer

At Small Antmal Hospital,
our primary concern Is your
pet’s health. We offer
boarding, housecalls, and a
24 hour emergency service.
For questions concerning
your pet or to schedule an
appolntment, call our
office. Look for our next
article In two weeks. .

“Serving the community
for over forty-one years,”

nonsteroidal anti- SMALL ANIMAL
Inflammatory drugs or HOSPITAL, P.C.
NSAIDS have proven 32635 Northwestern Hwy.
thcmselvtsls;:fe ch{ Ion%- Farmington Hills, MI

term use without the side 248 . 3
effects seen In older “V\se ch g:ﬁcg;%%o. : i
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The . ‘Early Childhood
Study Committee of Farm-
ington’ Public Schools will

to focus on childhood

-community for early child-
ood education. All i

Tho topic of discussion will
be the growing needs of the

" hold n Town Hall Meeting
9 p.m. Thuraday, Sept. 24,

. at Farmington High Schodl,
32000 Shiawassco,

ed parties are welcome,
Call Marylou Semerville
at 489-3808, .

School board to attend retreat

The Farmington Public
Schools Board of Education is
planning a fall retreat beginning
at 8 a.m, Saturday, Scpt. 18, at
the Farmington Training Center,

3300Q Thomas Strect,

The agenda includes board
evaluntion results, expectations,
standards, indicators and bench-
marks. The public is welcome,
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