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By JON EATZ - :
SPECIAL WIITER
. Back before thoy banned
brondcast. advertising _of
cigarottes, there was a jingle
that went, “You've got a lot ta
like with a Marlbore: filter ... fla-
vor ... flip-top box.” You've gat o
lot to like with “Rounders,” star-
ring Matt (“Good Will Hunting™)
Damon. But a fow points to
deduct, as well, .
The underground high-stakes .
poker cireuit of New York is tho
canvas for director John Dahl
(*Tho Last Seduction”) and
acr i rian Koppl
and David Levien (a U of M
grad). These are mean streets,
indecd, populated by scedy

denizens with Ru nynnnuq(\;n‘

names like Worm, Teddy KGB
and Josy Knish. b

OQur boy Matt ~ the other fair-
haired hoartthrob of the moment
- is Mike McDormott, & reluc-
tant law student by day and a
reformed *rounder” by night,
Ho's o brilliant card-counting
shark who can read people like &

poker hand (“If you can't spot

tho sucker In tha first half-hour
at the table, you are the sucker”).
Having lost a five-figuro stake to
Teddy KGB (John Malkovich ag
an hilarious Russian who twists
open his Oreo cookies accompa-
nied by “Star Wars™type orches-
tration), Mike forsakes the back
rooms for the courtrooms, urged

- on by his perky classmate/room-

mate Jo (drutchen Mol) and

poker mentor Knish (John Tur-

turro), -
Into his life roturne Worm
(Edward Norton), a high school
chum who's been boardin' with
the wardon. Imagine Eddie
Haskell gone real bad. Worm is o
mechanic, a choat ("I seo a mark,
1 take him down"). He's also in
the hole for $26,000 to Teddy

1 ﬂush, but ‘Roun&ers? ‘déalé

,‘Roundorl"' .and “The Hustler,”
not to mention “High Noon," is
purely, wo'ro enfe to say, inten-

onal.

Yot, “Rounders” is true to its
turf. Director Dahl, like Scorsese
bafore him, takes us on o tour of
Now York that you won't find in
a Circle Line brochure. Eyes peer
out with avil suspicion from
behind sliding peepholes of

and his greas; Grama

Y
(Michael Rispoli), who you'

wouldn't want to meot in a
bright alley. Mike agrees to help
Worm, but together they dig an
even deepor hole, the only way

out being n showdown with’

Teddy in o winner take all match

" of Texas Hold'em.
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br left over from
spenkensy days. Damon's narra-
tion is sprinkled with tho wis-

. dom of his world (“It's n sin to let

n sucker keep his’ money” and
*You've gotta think of it as a
war”), And thore's ono great line
that only a Mets fan will love to

nly
ita fullast. Describing his re- :

descent to the dusky bricks and
musty smells of the pokor dens,
Damon says, *I feel liko (Bill)
Buckner walking: back into
Shea”

‘Which brings us to the film's
two bum carda in an otherwise
winning hand. Damon is easy to
ook at and easy to like, no argu-
ments there. But ho comes off
more like the Red Sox first base-
man referred to above than as a
topflight, hardened pokermeister
«~ a “rounder” known in every
underground club in the five bar-
oughs. The Massachusetts-born

“Rounders.”
Damon, so perfect as Boston
Southio Wilt Hunting, shares the
screen with native New Yorkers
Norton, Rispoli, Turturro and
Martin Landau (as his law pro-
fessor), Against them, images of
John Voight getting off the bus
in “Midnight Cowboy,” with
“Everybody’s Talkin’ At Me” on
tho soundtrack, are unavoidable.
In contrast, Edward Norton's
“Worm” is just that — the worm

COMING ATTRACTIONS

Drama: Matt Damon (left) and Edward Norton in

in the Big Apple. He's a joyous
lout you want to just go awny ...
or help strangle. Hia is a won-
drous performance that leaves
you panting for tho next one.

Tho other criticism is more a
warning; brush up on your poker.
Try s tho narration does to deal
us in, the complexitics a
strategics of the game oft
leave us clueless, missing Chi
meaning and folding the hand.' '™

Scheduled to opon Friday, Sopt: 48
“PERMANENT MIDNIQHT™

Exclusively at the Main Art Thester.
Based on Jarry Stohl's best-salling auto-
blography, a successful sitcom writer,
whosa hopes of becoming a screenwrit
o pre destroyed by his doscent Inta
herola oddlctlon. Stars Ben Stiller, Ellza-
beth Hurley,

“ONE TRUE THING®
Contomporary drama revolving around
. 8n up-and-coming journalist who returns
home to care for har cancer sticken
mother, only to discover who sho, and
her parents soolly aso, Stars Mory!
Streep and Wiltlam Hurt.
*RUSH HOUR®
An aclion comedy centerlng around the
of the Chinosa s

daughter,

*GOODAYE LOVER®

A darkly satirical thailler that follows &
cost of Intestocking ployera as cach
echemes to Inherlt a $4 millllon insur-
ance pollcy. Stors Potricla Arguotte,

. Dormot Mulronoy, Elten DeGeneres.

Schoduled to open Fridoy, Sept. 25
"URBAN LEQEND™
Urban Legends - Modarn folk talos that

- seem to orlsa spontaneously ond sprend

by word of mouth and range (rom the
sllly to the sinister. When o saries of
deaths occur on b colfcge campus It
oppoors that they are bosad on urban
tegends ond lives hang In the balance.
Stars Alicla Witt, directed by Jamlo
Blanks.

*TOUCH OF EVIL™

Exclusively ot the DIA, Fridey-Sunday, -
Sept. 25-27. This clossic 1958 film by
Qrson Wells, rostored according to
Wells newly discovered notos, tolis of o
corrupt cop who runs up agalnst a
Moxicon official Invostigating drug
trafficking. Stars Orson Walla, Chariton
Heston, lanet Leigh,

*PECKER"

: Exclusively at the Moln A;( Thoater. A

John Water's rogs to riches” comedy
obout & young man whosa Idlosyncratic
photograph of worklng-class 1ife takas
the art world by storm. Stars Edword
Futfong, Chtistina Ricel.

A SOLD{ER'S DAUGHTER NEVER CRIES"
Exclusively ot tha Maple Art Theater.
This droma s based on the daughter of
Amerlcan novellst James Jona's
fictlonalized account of familly iife, both
abroad ond In America In the 1960s.
Stars Kils Kristofferson, Borbara

ON VIDEO

J: P

BOB MARSIAWNTW LINE CINEMA

Actlon-comedy: Chris Tucker (left) and Jackie Clian
star in “Rush Hour" opening Sept. 18 at metro Detroit

movie theaters.

Hershey, Lecleo Sobiaski.

“RONIN"

An action adventure of on international,
tenm of former Intelligence agents hired
to corry out a dangeraus mission that
goos pwry, Stots Robert Do Niro, Jeon
Reno, .
Schaduled to open Frlday, Oct-2
*THE IMPOSTORS"

Comedy obout two downron-theirluck
petoss who stow eway on 8 erulse ship
only Lo find themsolvas ficeing tho fry-
Ing pan to enter the fire. Stars Stanloy
Tucel who olso wrote ond directs.

*PRACTICAL MAGIC" |

Based on the bast-selling novel by Allce
Hotfmon, a dork and comic fable bbout
two slsters who struggle to use thei
hareditary gift for gulding fato through
practicatl maglc to overcoma tho obste-
cles In discovering true love. Stars San-
dra Butfock, Nicole Kidman, Dionne
Wiest, Stockard Channlng,

“WITHOUT LIMITS® . .

The story of Steve Prefontaine, 0

charlsmatie runner who rovolutionized

hls sport In the 1970s with his

competitlva forocity and abillty to Igolta
* the crowd. Stars Blity Crudup, Donald

Sutherland.
10 open Friday, Oct. 16

“THE MIGHTY"

Based on the ncclalmed novel by Rod-
man Philbrick, @ funny, Insplring ond
Bdventurous tale of two young outsiders
wha set off on a mighty "quest,” Stars
Sharon Stono, Gena Rowlands.

- Scheduled to open Fridoy, oct, 23

Scheduled to open Trcdy. O¢t =
"APT PUPIL™
A dsomatic thelller sbout o high school

. Kid who discovers that his neighbor [s

an ex-Nozi SS officer and binckmalls
hien. Stors lan McKellen, Brad Renfro.
-

*HOME FRIES® :
An affbeat comedy about two brotheres
cbsessed with the samo woman, ono T
waonts Lo marry her, the other to kill her,
Tho trlo’s lives Interiwine In uncxpected
ways that ase orchestrated by tho beath.
ers' highly eccentrlc mother. Stars DrEyIs

Barrymare, Cathering O'Hora, —
*SOLDIER" orwon
An Itinerant warrior of the futuie,  wmmemx

tralned exclusively for combat, but now, .,
‘madae obsclato by 8 new generation of < -

specially bred fighters, defends 8 bort - e
of sottlers on a remota planct and 5“7 %
discovers s own humaaity inthe  ~
process. Stars Kuet Russel. T

0dd ‘Eye of God’ disappointing

BY LEANNE ROGERS
BTAF? WRITER |

On night in a small Oklahoma
town, police a find a toonaged
boy walking in the dark. Covered
with blood, the youngster isn't
able to tell the officors what hap-
pened or whose blood has been
shed.

That's the opening of “Eye of
God” n low-key drama that
moves back and forth in time to
reveal the events that led up to
that night. The story goes back
six months. Martho Flimpton
plays Ainsley, o young fast food

. worker who is waiting norvously
in tho local diner for o firat meot-
ing with hor pen pal - o state
prison inmate who-is boing
releaned that day.

Plimpton and Kevin Anderson,
who plays the convict Jack, hit
all tho right notes at that open-
ing sceno. They’ro both shy, awk-
ward and sweet with each other.

Aftor they meet up later.that

avening, they decide to get mar-

ried, The convict has found reli-

glon and onco ha gets a job as a

mechanic wants to have the per-
« fect family. :

Ainsloy scoms a perfectly nice
but terribly lonely young woman.
It's her quict desperation and
naiveté that led her Into an ill-
advised marriage, The lacal fast
food rostaurant is closing and
Jack assures his new wife that
sho needn’t worry about finding
another job, Before long, tho situ-
ation doteriorates, as Jack
demands that she not leave the
house without his knowledge.

Thore's o feeling on {nevitabili-
ty in the violence that results as
Ainsloy realizes the miatake of
her marringe to Jack, who she
rather belatedly learns was in
prison for severoly beating his

a point which becomes ironic i
thoend. N

The parallel and eventually -:
intersecting story is of a troubled <
14-year old boy. Living with an -
aunt after his mother's suicide, 7
the boy played by Nick Stahl, is, o
in un omotional free fall withgutes
anyono or anything to break hiy. 2
fall, There is a nica gentle quali-
ty to the brief scenes between
Stahl and Plimpton. ——i

Written and directed by Tintss
Blake Nelson, “Eye of God” is s
odd little film averall disappoints=
ing. The narration by Hal Hol; |
brook, the local police chigfyrs
scems to want the film “to=
addross ita isauos on a deopors
philosophical lovel but fails to
sa, Nelson uses nn ellipticnl atyl
and gradual unfolding of thoae
atory, yot very early in the film?
there ia no mystery about what .

pregnant live-in girlfriond. The
womnn survived, not tho baby -

has | d - just same of the
detaila,



