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True friends —
one of life’s
rare treasures

y mother used to say, “If you

have ono true friend, you are

blesscd.” Over timo I have
come to seo this as another kernel of
wisdom.

1 have used the term “friend” Joose-
1y, aven recklessly, often including
those who are acquaintances, and not
ol relationships progress from
“ncquaintance” to “friend.” Friends
are not a fixed commeodity: thoy eome
and go, they givo ond take, use and
misuse, Somo take ndvantage while
others give unaclfishly, though the
latter are rarer and much moro pre-
cious.

Some people arc friends till the
going gets rough, During the bumps
in the rond of life, they abandon you,
Perhaps this is the truo measure of
friendship: who stays when tho com-
plexitics of life enter into the picture,

There are those who value you
when you are of value to them, then
toss you asido like yesterdny’s old
newspaper. Othera aro not really
friends at all, but fierce competitors,
and it's not alwaya apparent at the
outset of the relationship. You sharo
common interests, relnte details of
yaur life. Later, you begin to seo these
persona ns predatory and capable of
inflicting pain, You ore foreed to with-
draw for your own protection.

There is not o great deal of differ- |

-| = ence between the way adults relate
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One can
P4 imagind the
. commarcial-
7\ . ism that will

* " the end of

next year. With the calendar pro-
. gressing to the yesr 2000, we will
argue about whether the year ends or
begins a_century. We will be con-
cornad nbout computor programs,
watch special tolevision programs,
and purchase commemoralive magas
.zines. Collectibles, gouvenirs, and
chonp bric-a-brac will be peddled to
“colobrate™ the next millennium. In
this ago of hype, we will bo bombard-

cd. o
1f wo'could go back almost one hun-"
dred yeara and visit Farmington in

tho year 1899 and sec how the citi-
zens handle the coming of the next
century, whether it be in the year
1900 or 1801 = we would seo o
« Farmington and the surrounding
township had only a few hundred peo-
ple. The villagz’s small businessos
scrvice the arca and most business-
men and farmers were prosperous.
Tho streots were dirt. There was no
olectricity or teléphone service in the

homes. Many residents did not have,

indoor plumbing or central heating.
Meat was bought fresh from Schroed-
er's, harnesses were made at Henry
Leo's, and boota purchased at Haber-
mehl’s atore, .
Main Street had a bakery, a barber
and a blacksmith shop. E.C. Grace
and L.W. Sowle ran dry goods stores.
Fred Warner, not yot state senator. or
governor, owned o hardware, a cheese
factory, and a cold storago warchouse.
Ho wae also part owner of the Warner
.and Cook store. Downtown was also

attack us at

romarkoble diffcrence. The village of ~

tho site of the Owen House, o three:
atory inn that boasted it was the
finest inland hotel in the state.

All thonews

- The only nowapaper in town was *

tho Farmington Enterpriso, published
sinco 1888, (There aro no surviving

1899 or 1900 cditions. A reprint of the -

Nov. 4,.1898, edition is in tho Farm-
ington History room at the city
library.) Advertising for Hood’a Sarsa-
pariilz, Doan’s Kidnoy Pills, and Cali-
fornia Fig Syrup added intereat to a

" paper filled with local nows about

clubs, meetings and local happenings.
Befors the government established
the Food and Drug Act, products that
were aimed at'the common maladies
of the day made remarkable promis-
es. Some products were to appeal to
soldiers roturniag from the Spanigh
American War. Ono clixir, named Big
G, was mado to cure “unnatural dis-
charges, inflammation, and ulcera-
tions of the mucous membrancs.”

The citizons of Farmington wore
looking forward to somo new advance-
ments in the coming year. Tho build-

il

ing of the Dotroit and Nortk n
railway was going to connect the vil-
lage, by rail, to Northville, Orchard
Lake and Detroit. This street railway
used an overhead electrical aystem
and got its power from a newly con-
structed brick pi h built an

call, Even cement sidewalke and
awning were planned for downtown
Farmington,’

Fispery

was rural

Grond River near Orchard Lake
Road. This interurban rail system
began service on Dec. 21, 1889. The
pawerhouse would provide current for
26 incandescent strect lamps that
were to light the main streets of the
village.

Telephono service was coming to
Farmington. Already by the year
1900, sevoral pay “stations™ wero sct
up in various stores in the village.
Using these early phonoes required
patience and lung power to overcomo

tho static and outside noises during a -

1t is difficult to renlize that the pre-
sent buatling, somowhat overcrowded,
Farmington area was once rural, We
had one-reom schoolhouses. In 1899,
there were 492 students in the six
school and five fractional districts.
Tho taxes for. the entire township
wero $2,670.93. .o

People worked, went to church, and
juined_‘.frnturnition. We had the

*.of 1899 was mentioned in the Detroit -

tho Mrceabees, or the Knights of the
Pythias. Civil War veterans were
members of the Grand Army of the
Republie. N

One of the more interesting events

Evening News. On Dec. 10, the Rus-
goll home, a mile, from tho village,
burned. It was occupied by a group of
workers employed by the Detroit and
Northwestorn electric road. First
reports announced that “a number of
lives were loat,” but the only living '
things that died were bedbugs. The
loss of the building, tools and clothes

Baptist, Uni list and
Lutheran churches. The residents
could belong to the Magonic Lodge,
the Farmington Teat, the Ladics of *

ted to $100.
If one was moro worldly and cos-
mopolitan and reed the Detroit news-
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Whother it's a childhood illness, surgical procedura
or & patient with special needs, Providence Hospltal
and Medical Centors has always provided compns-
slonate, quality caro for children.

Now, we'ro expanding our sorvices for children,

Providence Children’s Unit understands

their and p by tho
Providence Children's Unit at Providenco Hospital
in 1d. This d p ric wing

In their child's room.

\led with

will provido caro to pediatrio patients requiring
surgery and is designed to offor pationts and

thelr families the comforta of home, open visitation
and accommodates parents who want to slecp

Patients and tholr parents will benefit from tho caring, highly-trained staff at
Providenco Hospital. Routine surgical cases as woll as complex multi-specialty

ivo caro.

surgeries can ba

compr

And you'll be glad to know tho Providence Childron's Unit provides 24-hour
diatrio critical care g0 by board-certified pedlatric intonsivista who
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Insulated Glass

focus on pain managoment, a pediatrio

ancsthesiologist, a cortified nursoe practitionor

and a podistrio social worker.

For more information about the Providonce
.Children's Unit and other pediatric services

ot F or fora p
referral call 800-888-85805.

A

1.800.968-5595

JPROVIDENCE

5 ki {OSPITAL AND MEDICAL CENTERS
16001 West Nine Mile Rd.» Southfield, M) 46075
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Freewith |
Every Windshield
We Install A Mew Set |

of Wiper Blades & i
Aquapel™

You Don't Have to 1
Replace Your Windows... |
Replace Your Glass! i

Not vald weth g other atfers Offer espees 10719

Windshield Treatment |
iy iy |
Must ptesent coupons at time af purchase.
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Your Glass Store. And More!

*-CALL 800-622-6854 FOR YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD HENDERSON GLass Storel I
' Farmington tivonla Southfleld Waterford Waest Bloomfield
248'-47690730 313.261-9050 248-353-1500 248-666-1630 248-855-3400

24055 W, 10 Mile Road [ent $213 Highland Road $703 W, Maple Road
o Tolegr

Aot o Pontis¢ Aliport Wit of Orihacd st Rosd

. 21208 Grand River 31550 Plymauth Road
At Orchard Loty Rosd ¥ Block West of Merriman
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