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E]\ould Adam  Cardinal
m;d.n. bo forbidden to speak on
public policy issucs? Several

—meana— T¢CCTIL lOttors
FOCUS ON  to the editor of

a major

motropolitan

newspaper

e v ¢
expresscd
exactly that
opinion, The
letter writers
resent tho fact
that Cardinal

REV. RONALD

8 Maida. has
== P.BYARS gpoken out

§ - agninst physi-
cian-assisted
argue that it is inappropriate
for him to make an attempt to
{nfluence public policy. In sup-
port of their view, thay cite the
doctrine of separation of
church and state. They are
nbsolutely wrong.
The public has frequently
isund d the i

Religious have right, obligation
fo discuss issues facing society

" matters beyond the level of tho

suicide, They *

religion has to do only with tha
affairs of another world. In |
that view, roligion has nothing
at all to say about practical

isolated individual. Religion,
supposedly, hos nothing to do
with'persons in society. It has
nothing to do, thoy presume,
with that huge network of rela-
tionships which connect us to
other people, institutions,
nations and the Earth itself,
And yet, all of those relation-’
ships — each and overy one ~
have a moral or ethical dimen-
sion. Religious bodies are
intercsted in mernlity and
ethics — and not just a ways to
appeaso God and guarantee
admission to a blisaful after-
life! Religious bodics care
about fair and just relation.
ships becauso they beliove that
this is what Ged wants for
human beings. .
The Biblical rcligions -

intention of separating church
and state was to guaranteo the
independence of each institu-
tion from the other.'Govern-
ment does not collect money for”
religious institutions, or grant
those institutions special privi-
leges.in the courts or the legis-
Intures.

To put it plainly, the church
has not right to control the
making of Inws ar the judicial
review of those taws, On the
other hand, the stato has not
right to interfere with the *free
exercise of religion.” The state
may not sensor religious insti-
tutions or their officers. Ordi-
nation does not eancel the con-
stitutional right of free speech.

Cardinal Maida has not been
deprived of his citizenship by
ve H P
virtue of holding a religious
bffice. Nor does the state have
Yhe right to muzzie a corporate
Lmly — be it the American Bar
fYsocintion, the American
Liegion, the American Civil
Libertics Union or the Roman
Catholic Church.

) .Some scgments of the public
beem to have an unfortunately
narrow definition of “religion.”
They seem to presume that

doctrine nnd misapplied it. The

-who requires us te think

Judai and Chri
have a powerful sense that the
God of "their experience,
requires justice. It’s not always
clear, of course, what justice
might lbok like in a particular
gituation. It's not always clear’
exactly what morality might
look like in a specific situation.
This is why Jows and Chris-
tinns have a long tradition of
struggling with these ques-
tions in dinlogue with serip-
ture.

Thero is no question but that
the God of the Bible is a god

deeply and carefully about
things like end-of-life issues,
care of the environment, racinl
justice - even the mutual obli-
gations of workers and employ-
ers.

Religious bodies step over a
line when they endorse candi-
dates or align themselves with
political parties. But they have
every right to make their
points of view publicly known.
They have overy right to a
place in the marketplace where
idens are exchanged. They
have every right to try to per-
suade peaple to look ot things

Pleasc sce BYARS, B8
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Annual church

BY BARD PERT TEMPLETON
BPECIAL WRITER

The Ecumenical Inatitute of
Jowish-Christinn Studies in
Southfield is hosting will host
it’s sixth annual Church-Syna-
gogue Tour on Sunday, Oct. 4,

Those taking part in the pro-
gram, which is open to the public
at no cost, will have an opportu.
nity to tour three houses of wor-
ship to learn more about the reli-
gious traditions from the reli-
gious leaders at each locale.

. Organizing the tour was first _
brought about by a request from
people in the community, accord-
ing to Barbara Yulias, the pro-
gram director-at the Ecumenical
Instituto for Jowish-Christian

“This is a basic type program
to respond to people’s curiosity
about other religions,” Yuhas, of
Farmington Hills, said,

The trio of stops on this year's
map includo St; Dennis Church,
First Presbyterian Church and
‘Temple Emanu-El all located in
Royal Onk. All three places have
been very involved with the.
institute over the last year,’
according to Yuhas. .

“Weo always select locations
that are close together and that
can be quickly traveled too, like
within 16 minutea or so,” Yuhas

snid. “In the past we've hosted

Lathrup loses pastor

BY MARGA COVERDILL
SPECIAL WRITER

tours in Southfield, West Bloom-
field, Farmington Hills and Novi
and without oxception the
churches and synagogues are
very receptive to taking part in -
the program.” -

The general public likes the
idea ns well and Yuhas usually
welcomes 76 to 100 peoplo for
tho afternoon event. The crowd
includes people of all ages
including some youth groups,
she said.

“Actually, depending on the
weather nnd how the Lions are
doing we get a reasonably good
turn out most years,” smiled
Yuhas.

The clergy at each stop adopt a
relaxed format. For example a
Priest may point out special
aspects of the sanctuary such as
the significance of the stained
glass windows or the stations of
the cross, Yuhns said.

“They talk in gencral about
their traditions and what's incor-

-porated in their worship ser-

vices,” she said. “And wo do
encourage them to leave some
time for questions’at tho end.”
Yuhas said at times members
of the congregation may assist in
the days tour and in some cases
Jay people in the church will talk
about their roles in.the congre-
gation. The details are left to the
discretion of each heur of wor-

tional Church Dovelopment and
the new arca of cxplomlinn and

c ity Congrogational
Church in Lathrup Village said

* goodbye to its minister Sept. 13.

The Rev. Donald P, Olsen,
minister of the only church in
Lathrup Villago for the past six
years, is moving to the national
ievel of the Congregational
churches, having atcg_ptud the

of
Sccretary of the National Associ-

of Y

Olsen earned his bachelor’s
degreo in philosophy and theolo-
gy from Bethel College in St.
Poul, Minn. In 1989 he earned
his Master of Divinity degree
from United Theological Semi-
nary in the Twin Cities, graduat-
ing with honors, winning five
specific awards for excellence
and having been a teachi

ship that ngrees to participate
that day.

The tour is kind of speeial thia
year because the Oct. 4 date is
the start of tho Jewish holiday,
Sukkot, which commemorates
the 10.year wandering of the
Jews in tho desert on the way to
the Promised Land. It is also a
thanksgiving for tho fall harvest,
During this holiday open-roof

.booths or huts - known as sukkot

- are built in homes and syna-
gogues, and some Jews cat their
meals in these sukkot, There
will be a sukkot sct-up outside at
Temple Emanu-El for guests to
visit following the final tour at
the tem :

ple.
“It {s kind of Jike a Thanksgiv-

- ing type of experience,” Yuhas

said, "And we serve the guests
refreshmenta at that Jast stop,”
Planning the annual program
haas become pretty simple for
Yuhas who simply picks a pair of
a churches and a synagogue to
call, All are always eager to
port. Yuhas only doubts have
sprung up from time to time
based on tho small turnout.
“Every year I-think there's
enly 100 or so people maybe Tl
quito doing this but then' the
response of the people taking the
tour is s0 wondorful,” Yuhas
said. “They'll say ‘I drive by this
church all the time and aiways

worked with Habitat For
Humanity and led a group on'a
mission work trip to'Kenya,

Africa.
Since 1992 he has been minis-
ter of C i gregati

temple tours 'coming

wondered what it looked like
inside’ nnd I realize they might
never have had the opportunity
to sce it.” .

The Institute is an organiza-
tion which promotes Jowish-
Christian studies and provides o
forum for people to understand
cach other and ask questions
that they have on their minds
about others religious beliefs.
wwr.u..- literdture about the

1 Inati is availabl

during this tour, Yuhas said tho
event has nothing to do with
recruiting or any “hard sell”
stufl. The most participants con
expect to come away with
regarding the institute is per-
haps a schedule of their upcom-
ing events. :

. “This tour program is always a
very up and very positive experi-
ence for everyone,” Yuhaa said.

The schedule is as follows on

Oct. 4 St. Dennis Church at 2000
E. Twelve Milo Road in Royal
Oak, from 1:30 o 2:15 p.m. First
Prosbyterinn Church at 529
Hendrie, Royal Oak, from 2:30
1o 3:16 p.m. and Temple Emanu-
El at 14450 W, Ten Mile Road,
Onk Park from 3;30 to 4:15 p.m.

There is no charge for those

- wishing to take part in the tour

but’ planners prefer you make a
reservation by.calling (248) 353+
2484. N

of Commuﬁity Cong.

Film/discussion Series, viewing
and evaluating current films; a
weekly Crossronds Program dur-
ing Lent with soup and bread as
the TMI’ followed by o guest

2l Church in Lathrup Village. In
order to become sequainted with
his new congregation, he had
“fire.side chats” in his home,
inviting several members ot a
time to come for dessert and an
evening of di i His inno-

istant at the school.

ation of Cong jonal Chris-
tian Churches in Qak Creck,
Wis. .

His specific duties will be in
the arca of Missions, Congrega-

From 1989 thru 1992 he was
Associate minister of the Congre-
gational Church of Manhasset,
New York where ha actively .

vations were numerous, He ini-
tinted -2 successful Adult Educa-
tion program. consisting of
“Journcys of Faith” presenta-
tions by members of the Church;

p i a Y Kerygmn
Program - an in-depth Bible
Study series; a Leadership
Retreat”™ beginning each year
with all Church leaders invited
to share ideas on planning short
and long term gonls.

He made Thanksgiving memo-
rable by wearing pilgrim gorb on
that Sundoy and having ushers,
greeters and a chosen farnily all
donning the apparel of our for-

. T+ Please sce PASTOR, Bd -
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