1

Sunday .-

Agenda: The Farmington
City Council meets at 8
p.m. at city hall. The
public is invited:

er & Eccentric Newspapers
and the HomeTown News-
papers will host a job fair
from 11 a.m. to 7 in the

" Laurel Manor Banquet
and Video Conference Cen-
ter in Livonia. Sixty-five
companies will at the fair
representing retail, per-
sonnel staffing, banking,
hotel management, health
care and restaurant
industries. Job seekers are
encouraged to come with
up to 70 resumes and be
prepared for on-the-spot
interviews. Appropriate
attire is recommended.

Meet: You're invited to
attend a town hall meet
devoted to early childhood
education at.7 p.m. at :
Farmington High School,
32000 Shiawassee.
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Curtain closes
on old theater

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFF. WRITER

The Old Orchard Theator, which had
more openings and closings in tho past
yenr than the gatea at tho Elvis Presley
mansion, is shuttered again, As far oa the
building’s futuro, there’s no acript avail-

able.
An indopendent ¢ Y
theater company’a B ‘They didn't
attompt to rovive succeed and
:'hl? l{;mwithom:o they shut it
. fell short after only v

four months. AMC dowm.’ ..

closed the Old Arie Leibovitz
Orchard and two —Spokesman
other theaters last

year. .

Toledo-based
Great Enstern The- ,

t,

ater reopened the 1,400-seat facility in late
February and showed first-run filma until
July. The bullding on Orchard Lake Road
has remainod empty since.

“Thoy didn't succced arid they shut it
down,” said Ario Leibovitz of Arle-El Pro-
ductions in Southficld, which owns tha
building. .

Loibovitz won't comment on any plans to
redovelop the venus, which his company
bought from AMC. Groeat Eastern leased
the theater from Arie-El

Farmington Hills planning commission

Plonso oce THEATER, AS '

[0

=== Farmington

Resident

FARMINGTON,:MICHIGA

70, PAGES £ bt

s want

role in project

M Residents want a say in
how a proposed assisted
living center And a new .
Farmington Players theater
will be developed.

- .BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAYY WRITER

When it comes to a
proposed assiated living
center and new Farm-
ington Players theater,
nearby resident

@ ‘l bolleve they are trylng

to address our concomns. |
don't think we're there just
yot. X
herd

—Resident

vmrasmas

Mary Ann S

tion, citing the long, drawn out process
invalved with PUDs.
PUP q\lx_;a!lﬂcution merely allows the

the city and,

request more than a front row seat at
an upcoming performance. They want
to be involved.

Those who live in nearby Kendall-
wood subdivision made it clear: Before
the 4.3 acro dovelopment goes forward
on 12 Mile Road, their : about

conceivably residonts,
torms of the sito plan.
The plan that includes a 76-unit
ansisted living center near a now 240-
seat-theater is the best iden yet to
dovelop tho pt‘nrcnl, a Kendallwood

to nogotiate

flooding and the 40-foot height of the
three-story nssisted living center must
bo addreased.

At Monday's ing, Farmi:

Pt said. In the
paat, dovelopers havo proposed build-
ing npnrtmenta there.

Two key issues, ﬂnodi_ng and the

Hills City Council approved the devel-
opment’s qualification as a pl d

ilding height, make resi leery,
}('nfxdnllwnod haa a history of flooding

unit development in a 5-2 vote. Moyor
Aldo Vagnozzi and Mayor Pro-Tem
Vicki Barnett voted against qualifica-

o

e N

Theo city spent $23 million on
drain imp) ts in tho subdivisi

which sits on a flood plain. A new
development — no matter how ideal ~
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“has lasting impact

By Ti¥ BuITil
BTAY? WRITER

In some pub'lic school districts, a
lesson about how food is digested
might be best put across to studenta
through the traditional *three Rs”
‘way. y :

But teachers in Farmington Public
. Schools are coached, cajoled and even
compelled - through something
called ‘staff development = to do

things differently, and hopefully with

more lasting impact on

kind of lcsson describod above s
viewed as the best way to connect
with kids, given what is being uncov-
ered in the area of brain rescarch.

“Wo double what we know every
three and a half years,” Fouchey
explained. .

To empower teachers to keep up
the pace, ha said there is a stail
development “triangle” that the dis-
trict uses, It includes the three points
of curriculum, delivery and student

assossment. Each part

®bs

Serving I\Efarmington 'alnd Fafmington Hills for 111 years

erver

& Planned Unit Development site

will likoly increase water runoff, Mary
Ann Shepherd said.

“] believe they are trying to address
our concerns,” Shepherd said. “I don't
think wa're thore just yot.” ‘

Sunrise has offered to pay an indo-
pendent civil enginerr ~ whom home-
ownera can choose ~ and have o wet-
‘land expert examino the arca, which

. Shepherd said is a flood plain. The
developer also proposes a detention
pond with threo overflow valves — two
more than required by city ordinance. -

The doveloper has nleo whittled the
initial 82 units to 76 and offered.to
;hnvo tha building’s height by a couple

feet, t

More must be dono, Shopherd snid.
Kendallwood homeowners want the
city engineering department to impose
the strict standards — above oxisting
ones - on thia development.

“Weo expect you to take your yard-

Ploase sco PROJECT, A4

while before making conclusions.
Assessing performance in the dis-

trict over five years would be more -

meaningful. So would being ablo to

. students,. - “. " Purpose relies on thoe other two. compare apples to apples. MEAP
For oxample, one third - :: taty L Teant stand hero and  comparisons, for example, do not fol-
grode tonchor in the dis ' devalopment: < "oy Hore are the five low the same group of pupils,
trict instructed studentato - =7 ” . stepa of p Fouchey emph d. On top of that
“gct out what a piece of - Minspiration Write them down and Il are many other variables, including
food would be like going  WAwareness give you o test on Friday,” " influx of new ataff and students,
,-through tho system,” said M needs P uchoy at whother or not achools follow the
Staff Development Dirce- Mzintenance - (nppronch) ignores the pamo approach to curriculum. - )
tor Jorry Fouchoy. ¢ . Enrichment atrangths of many of our . " “People get much too twisted up
. - "Two kids were portray- M Remediation learners. It is a real com+  about the details of any one year,”ho |
 ing o sot-of teoth,” said | P EMployes plex proceas, how wo stim- -aald. “To me, the long distanco run is
Fouchoy with a grin, “and Induction ,uIn't)o n‘:g;i“nu:tum (:A!ﬂtal- How you measure quality.” e
: Sowse: | ars’) ability to constantly
e el o ?y"f Rimirionpuese setost ko it fresh.” Able to adjust
tem.” - ) . of Qw threo, prubuply “Compuun;ied by inm;nalng student
Unconventicnal, yes, But such tho most fr and ¢ t , a8 well ag learn-

hands-on, activo teaching, the kind

‘the district employs, npparently hita®

tha mark more eften than not, :
“They know it,” Fouchoy ndded. -
But Fouchey and other Farmingtan

* administrators know this, too: the

- _piece is assessmeont. Fou‘ﬁxey said

knee-jerk criticiam of yoar-to-year
student performance in statc atan-

* dardized testa such na the Michigan

Educational A Program ia

ing styles, teachers.must know how

to "read” tha strongths and weak.
_nesses of kids almoat Intuitively, be

rendy to teach “on tho fly.” e

.unfair, Instoad, he favers waiting a
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"¢ bo seen ng truly a statement that .

A '
~ HomcTown .
[T B oy
Putting you in touch
i with your world

BTATY WRITER . -
'~ The Farmingto R
! tion, bappy with how Bob Maxfield -
} {a running the school district, voted
Tuesaday night-to approve a now
fi for.the superin- .

tondent, .

T you.-for’ the vota of ¢onfi- i
' denee,” said: Maxfield, who for. !}
+1998:99 "roceives’'a, 2.percent [
+.increass on'his salary.of approxi-. ..
* ‘mately. $130,000. *I hope this will

¢ wo'ro.in,this for.tho'long haul. We
have much to do before we'ro done.”-Z:
V' ‘Maxfield'’s contract, which runs .
i ‘through “June. 30, .2003, was.
; _approved 6-0 by the board. Presi-
!"dent Cathy Webb left the meeting °
+- enrly due.to a foptball injury sus- |
tained by hor son Mnuguring prac-

g Pleuau_.ooNob, Ad .
L. A ~ .

" Resident

wants to
slow down
speeders .

v,

By Lanity O’CONNOR o
BYAF? WLITER T

In some cases, the bumps in the road
of life are just not big enough.

Kendallwood Street resident Donald .

Graf wants deterrents to speeders on
his street to be enlarged. The four
bumps on both Kendallwood and near-
by Hearthstone are 3 inches high,
whrilch is not curtailing speeders, he
anid. N

In July, o apeed study found 350 of
4,100 motorists who passed on
Kendallwood traveled upwards of 33
miles an hour or mare. The highest
recorded was 39 miles an hour. The

speed limit on the residential strect is

25 miles an hour, .

At a meoting Sept. 14, Graf asked
Farmington Hills City Council mem-
bers for help. His suggestion ia to make
the apeed bumps more severs,

“It's a main thoroughfare,” said Graf
about the subdivision street north of 12
Mile and east of Farmington Road.
«“Unfortunately, it's become a cut-
through for the 12 Mile/Farmington
Road intersection.

“If thoy cut through, they miss two

- traffic lights and that's substantial.”

Graf has battled for five yeors to get
motorists to slow down. The city put
the speed bumps as part of its Safe-Te
3 program, which allows residents like
Graf to help monitor speeds while
increasing police enforcement in an
attempt to slow drivers.
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Criminals tune in to easy theft of cell phones

By TiM SMITH
STAVF WRITER

More cellular ‘teleph{mns are being stolen
. from vehicles within the city of Farmington,
. and public safoty Commander Maria Putt said

thore's a prevailing theory.
There are moro cellular phones to ateal.

“Thoy're becoming
smaller. Mora people
have them,” said Putt, * a
more
mobile, and paople

“They aro
aren't paying at

stored.”

valunbles in p

Tak: A driver
left a car phone
in open view.

“There'a ono,”
said. “And there's
¢ A

tion to where thoy are

To prova her point,
Putt lant week wall
through a parking lot
at Farmington-Nino
Milo ronds ta look for
unlocked vehiclea with
cell phones and other

viow. .
It didn’t take long.

a signed hockey puck on the seat.’

-Soveral other cell phonea were
1y visibla from the outside. According to Putt,
that's what the criminals do ~ cruiso a park-

ing lot and see what's available,

After the phones are atolen, they usually are

sold to pawn shops.

ten-

ked

lain

she
also

Tha incronee isn't just in Farmington, Putt
. emphasized. “It's increasing all over the motro

rea.” .
Thus far in 1998, thoro have been more
than 60 larceniea from vehicles reported in
Farmington, Putt cstimated that the total is
probably up by about 15 instances over 1897,
Most of tho time, car windows and doors are
not smashed in or broken to gain ontry. The
criminals meroly have to open up and reach

n.

Cellular telophonea aro “on the car aeats, or
in the console in plain viow," Putt sald. *The
cords aro sticking out of the console. It's a
crimo of opportunity, Theag criminals .., mere-
ly go car to car” looking for ahother victim,

Putt sald rotall parking lots ali over the city~

_aren't tho only places the thieves peruse, Cars
parked in apartment and condominium com-

fully or pui-t-

Theorles: Farmin,
Maria Putt took

Fa

~ Floano sco THEFT, A7 tour to sce how often drivers

ton Public Safety Commander
bserver sta

writer Tim Smith on a.
cave ilems unsectered.
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