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Solomon aims

to capture the

essence of Dutch

! celebrities, photographer Linda
Solomon has captured tha charm

and appeal of Hollywood's beautiful

n many of her famous photos of

tich and famously groomed.

In a culture shaped largely by the
*players” in the pervasive entertain.
ment industry, Solomen has docu-
mented the images of those sparkling
personalitics who make the covers of
glitzy fashion and lifestyle magazines
and tawdry tabloids,

But for the last several years, ong
of the country’s moat recognized
“celebrity photographera” has probed
beyond superficial appearances in
scarch of what she calls the essence of
the personality of her subject.

Last sumwer, she traveled to Maine
to pt it e Armar

Y
painter Andrew
Wyeth for a
photo essay
that aired on
ABC's “World
News Tenight.”
Recently,
Solomon of
Birmingham
pointed her
 camera ot one
of the area’s
most popular
and reapected
writers, Elmore
“Dutch”
Leonard.

Thinker: The
down-to-earth
demeanor of
novelist . -, .
Elmore” *
Leonard cap- -
tured by Linda
Solomon.

-g+half-minute
photo cgsay of

Leonard will air

this Tucaday on

As viewers

are shown a series of still photos of
the writer at work, Leonard will be
heard reading from the upcoming

. sequel to “Get Shorty” .

Down-to-earth .

. Alongtime fan and ncquaintance of
Leonard, Solomon didn't feel that past
photographers captured the essenco
of the bearded, bespectacled writer of
such novels as “52 Pick-Up,”“Glitz,
“Rum Punch,” and most recently,
“Cuba Libre”

For instance, she referred to Annie
Lebowitz's late 19808 photo for an
American Express print ad of Dutch
dressed in black, sitting at a type-

* writer on a barren beach,

“Thero's nathing sinister about
him,” snid Solomon, noting that
there's a distinct difference between
Leonard’s fictitious characters and
their creator.

“For such a talented and prolific
writer, Dutch is so accessible and
down-to-carth.”

For someone who has had dozens of
best-sclling books and films (most’
recently, “Jackio Brown,” adapted
from “Rum Punch”) based on his
warks, Leonard generously gives time
at book readings and on the local
writers confercnco circuit.

As a natural-light phatographer,
Sol was carclul in ing lato
afternoon to shoot Leonard at his
sprawling Bloomiield Villago home.

In the confines of his study, living
room and garden, Solomon found
what liea beyond Leonard's famous
countenance,

Hands and heart

“] wanted to capture his world and
to show his fans where Dutch
Leonard writes,” said Solomon.

There are photos of Leonard's
arnate desk, book shetvea of firat edi-
tion novels, n roomful of fino art and a
backyard that could be the centerfold
of Better Homes & Garden.

But the environment waa morely a
backdrop. '

‘Watching Leonard writo in long-
hand the initinl dreaft of a story,
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WHAT: “Eimora Leonard: A photo essay
by Lindo Solomon*® on CNN's *Show Bl2

Today® B
WHENz 2:30 p.m, ond 5:30 p.m. Tuos-
day, Sopt, 22. ' FANES

people, Stars. Models, The fabulously .

- Her four-and- .-~

-
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irst, television. And now, the
Internet. In a mere half-cen-
tury, the global village has
become & tightly wound elece
tronic noighborhood where
gosdip shouted from one
house can be heard around
the black.

But as the world grows further
into a tight-knit, dysfunctional fami-
1y, there's n pressing need to reclaim
a vestige of the old world, and a *
sense of community.

In tha arts, that need for commu-
nity - and communal experiences —
most strikingly finds a form of
expression In theater.

On Wednsesday, Sept. 16, tho

{n an ongoing series of roundtable
discussions nbout the arts. The con-
versation at the Southficld Centro
for the Arts included representa-
tives of nine diverso theaters from
around the area, -

In the 2.1/2 hour public forum, it
soon became apparent that thess
theator devotees pursue their own,
brand of theaterins munis,
ty — from producti

Obscrver & Eccentric held its ltest” .

Phll Hadley

@bserver G Fecentric

INSIDEZ,
Travel: i'

-'Pugo 1, Section Q
Stinday, Septem)er; 20,1988,

- Forum reveals diversity,
missions distinguish local theaters |

Jay Peterson San Radellft_-
Birmingham Viliege Farmington Players Heartlande Thoatre
Playors Company

3
rary worke at Equity theaters to
porformanca of tho clagsics at uni-

¥ veraity.theaters to:renditions’of-

h okt )

ted

and delightful musicals at
nity theaters, "' .
. Healing the wound

“One of the things that's so lovely
- nbout theater is that it's a (mutual)
'+ experience, one that audiences
share in to foster community,” said
Jon Radeliff, founder of Heartlande
Theatre. Company of Birmingham, &
‘group devoted to the professional
_ development of local playwrights
ond actors.  °
" Unliko television and movies,
watching n livo theatrical porfor-
mance offers intimate portrayals of
the delicate balance of art and reali-
ty, lifo and illusion. .
“*Phe challenge is to get people
hooked,” said Blair Anderson of
‘Wayne State’s Theator Department.
“People-like the ritual of sitting
down and clapping together. It's like
fecling like one group.”
. - If theater can build a sense of
ity, then, many partici
“ beliave, it also can hoal the wound
" of jsolation. : '

Diversity of voices
“We have been part of the growth
of downtown Royal Oak,” said Cate

Evelyn Grbach

Jowish Ensomblo . tondow, Brook Theatre .

" Theutro

" Blalr Andersen Cate

Foltin
Wayne State University Stagscrafters
Theater Dept. !

Foltin of Stagecrafters, “We're tied
to the community. They fecl a very
strong sense of ownership.”

Indeed, in Farmington, Birming-
ham, Plymouth, and Southfiéld com-
‘munity theater groups were found-
od on similar notions that history
and o community's identity inter-
sected on a loenl stage.

“We started in the 1960s when
our predecessors bought a barn and
anid, ‘Hoy, let's do a show,™ said Phil
Hadley of Farmington Players.

Grogg Bloamfleld

Kon Kuna
Plymouth Theatro Qulld

et
BAON

" participants in 0E's
Roundtnble Discussion,
*Bullding & Theater Community”
W Birminghiom Villaga Ployets .

Jny Potorson | . .
& Formington Players
Pl Hadley
_ & Heartlanda Thaatre Company
Jan Radclift I
W Jowlsh Enscmblo Theatre '
Evelyn Orbach
B Mondaw Biook Theatre -
Grogy Bloomfield
o Plymouth Theatre Guild
Ken Kuna
W SRO Theatre
Bilt Mandt
B Stogecrafters
o Foltin - ‘
o Woyne State University Theoter Dapt.
Btalr Anderson

Other theater groups In sttendance
included St. Dunstan’s, Teinity House,
Players Guild of Dearborn, Jack-In-The-
Box Productions, Tinderbox Productions,
Oakiand Unlversity Departmant of
Musle, Theatre, and Donco, and the
Detrolt Repertary Thootre.

‘coveragd of thaoter. 1h the vpcoming
weaks, storios will include how theaters
aro oppealing 10 younger sudicnces,

Picose watch for tho OKE’s continuing _

_pullding partnorships with business and
|- dducating prospoctive aixdipnces about
thester. « .. e

" aters, the focus is on having fun;

T v
“Now we're working closely wi‘lh,
the.business district and restau-
rants so‘people can come to the the-
ater and (go out) afterward.” .
- Though intérested in drawing an
dis cleaxly, for, ity tl :

o

gocinlizing and pursuing a eralt that -
may have been forsaken, or dreamt
about, but never attempted.

“(We) offer an opportunity for peo-
ple in our community to engage ina -

BIll Mandt
5SRO Theatre

“QOur members are from the com-
munity, and respond to what they
want. We're proud of our history and
legacy™ N T
. Few theater groups go-as far back

-as the Birminghnm Village Players,
founded 76 years ago. Village Play-
ers, boasting a renovated space, has
broadened its one-time exclusive

social club membership.
*“We did a study and found out peo-
ple didn't even know wo wero here,” -
said Jay Peterson of Village Players.

- A case, perhaps, of theater serving .

: tq meet the necds of senior aduits,”

cultural " snid Ken Kuna

of the Plymouth Theatre Guild. .
as the entertainment nge's equiva-
lent of a townhall meeting.

That’s not to say that community
theater doesn’t have a therapeutic
influence. ‘

“SRO was formed nine years ago
snid Bill Mandt of the Southfield-
based civic theater, ' .

“Wo were under the false impres-
sion that they wanted to see plays
nbout acnior issues,” he said.
*(Inatcad), they wanted to be fright-

g -
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Check and recheck your watch, And
forget about a last-second rush to the
reat room. .

At precisely 7:48 p.m. Eastern time
this Thursday, be scated — and be star-
ing. Tho ovent beforo the event will
take placo in the pricey box scats at the
Detroit Opera Houso — the first-cver
entrance of royalty in the stronghold of
blue-collor US.A.

Princess Caroline of Monaco might
not bo presiding over her loyal subjects
at the upcoming ballet production of
“Romeo and Julict,” but she'll surely be
the most watched person not wearing
leotarda and a tutu,

The princess will mako her first visit
to tha area at tha opening performance
of Les Ballets de Monte-Carlo's classic
ballet based on Shakespeare's incompa-
rable ic play about st: d
lovers from the fouding families of
Capulota and Montagues set to the
music of Sergel Prokofiev.

The four-dny stint at lh:i Dotroit

L

Classic steps: Shakespearc’s
romantic tale of Romeo and
Juliet, set to the music of
Prokofiev, opens MOT's fall
dance season.

omeo and Juliet’ worthy of a princess

Opern House inaugurates the ballet
company's 1998-99 world tour.

Historic crossroad.

Coming a few months after the
announcement that the Detroit Opera

. House is the new Midwest home of

WHAT: “Romeo and Jullet*
WHEN: 8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, Sept.

"' 24°26; 2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Sept, 2627

\WHIERE: Detroll Opesa House, (at the
corner of Broodway and Madison Avenua),
Detralt.

ANCE:

Amgerican Ballet Theatre, the up
ballet raises the standard on profes-
sional dance brought to the area, snid
David DiChicra, general divector of the

Michigan Opera Theatre, which pro- .

duces a fall-to-spring schedule of dance
and opera at the Opera House.

“Now that ABT is touting us, and an
event like the Les Ballets de Monte
Carlo opening their tour here, the
Opera House is being scen as one of
th_edwp five houses in the country,” he
said,

At the beginning of the century,
Monte Carlo was argunbly the most
fertile place for dance in the world, The
commingling of leading Russinn
dancers and early 20th-century com-
posera transformed the staid form of
dance into n dlath‘l’ctivu 20th-century

)

AND PE!
8 p.m. Thurs. Sept. 26.
TICKETS: $15$55; (313) 8747850

nacsthetic.

But with the emergence of modern
dance, the appeal of the classic ballet
began to wane,

In the mid 1880s, Princess Caroline
revived the ballet company in accor-
dance to expressed wishes of her moth-
er, the late Princess Grace of Monaco.
Today, Les Ballots de Monte-Carlo is
funded exclusively by the Monaco gov-
ernment.

“Romeo and Juliet™ culminates nn 18-
month effort to bring Les Ballets de
Monte-Carlo and Princess Caroline to
the Opera Houad b




