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City continues to visit homes;
victims meet with attorneys

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFF WRMER |, .

Flood victime invelved in a
lawsauit against the city of Farm-
ington ‘Hille plan to meet with
attorneys while city workers con-
tinuo to visit homes to determine
a cduse for the sewer backupa.

So far, 120 residents have con-
tacted the city and asked to bo
ingluded on the list for inspoc-
tions.

City Manager Steve Brock dis-
migsod reports by one of the
plaintiffs in the suit that resi-
dents are not cooperating with
inspectors.

“A 1ot of people are not lotting
the people from the city in their
homes,” said Lincolnshire resi-

. dent Jeanne Jonos, who's a

plaintiff. “They’re saying, ‘Nopo,
wo'ro boyond having you look at
our grates or our gutters.”

Attorneys and 60 poople who
want ta take part in tho lawsuit
will meot 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct.
1, at the Best Western Hotel on
12 Mile and Orchard Lake. The
meoting is open to the public,
Jones said.

due to flogding Aug. 6 and 8., .

-~ In a responso filed Wednesday,

the city attornoy said tho resi-
dents’ complaints eiting nogli-
gonce and “unconstitutional tak-

ing of property” through the back,

up of raw sowerage aro unfound-

. In answaring the charges, the

city contends it did not control or

own the sowago that turned up
Y b ta. It

The number of peoplo

in the suit could swell mieo. sho "

said. The suit is bofore Oakland

County Circuit Court Judga Jes-

sica Cooper, A hearing date has
not been set. -
Tho residenta have asked for
more than $25,000 damagea for
real and personal property loss
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terma
the flooding a8 “tho nct of God.”

Whon ¢iting governmontal
immunity, the court document
refors to the "city of St. Clair
Shores.” An attornoy who
answered the complaint called
the discropancy “a'type.”

The city attornoy nlso ques-
tions whather tho suit qualifica
as class action litigation, which
means oll victims have common
damages and the cause.of all
flooding was similar, .

“What happened on ono partic-

.ular atreet was completely differ-

ent on the other,” said Tim Fer.
rand, an attorney representing
tho city.

What separates this suit from
similar ones brought in West.
land where residents were
awarded damages ia tho amount
of rainfall involved, Ferrand
snid. On Aug. 8, 4.5 inches of
rain fell within a five-hour span.

On 'Still Valley in Olde
Franklin Town subdivision, city
workers found that tree roots
blocked the sewer system there.
The'city paid an outside firm
$6,439 to clean the roots from
the syatem, The significant flood-
ing was the first ever in the
neighborhood.

At the Hills city council meet-
ing Scpt. 14, officials asked resi-
dents who had flooding Aug. 6
and 9 to contact the Public Ser-
vices Department (248-473-
9521).

Inspectors are only making
general ~ not specific - recom-
mendations about ways to curb
flooding, the city manager said.

“Wa're still very much on a
fact-finding mission,” Brock said.

the kids are
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- Basements flood and recede,

" hut o Farmington Hills family
-has found tho ensuing hard-
* ghips don't dfaln 80 easily. ‘

Floodrashl

and her'son Brenton

* killed in o plano crash during
a flight from Canton's Mette-

tal Airport in 1892.:,

Joyce Sterling ,rqcnllea 'try_-

helrlooms and dostroyed a

vital connection to the past in.

*the Storlings’ Franklin Knolls
home. Joyce and Honald Ster-
1ing aro still trying to salvage
items from soparate floods in

- June 1996 and May 1997,

“We still have not recovered

_from thia,” Joyce Sterling said

more than a year later. .
. ‘With tho first flood, the
Sterlings heard water run-

- ning. They went to the base-
. ment and found sewage spow-.

ing fromn toilet. Loss than a
year later, the gush returned,

They jwere_still sifting
through the damage of the
first flood when the ascond
ono hit.!A salvage company
had boxed most of tho family's
bolongings and placed them
on tho basemont floor from the
initinl backup, =~ *1 " o
* “We lost a lot more the scce

. ond time,” snid Joyco, Whais a

rotited Farmington Public
Schools elementary. teacher,
Amang the belongings were
clothes, photos and childhood
_itoms like their son’s drum.

The Sterlings had also boen

saving: ' their daughter's. -

betongings, which they intend-

. ed to-give to their grand-

.daughtor Lanetto, 13. Th:

wator. T
- *One boot came out
she said, “On the otho:

. the'plastic disintegrated and

we had to throw the

oeut” -
Ono box on the battam con-
- tained sovoral family photos,
- gome dating back generations.:
Water destroyed.most of

those, toa.

In the basoment, tho curled

photos look like potato

gitting on top of a chair and on

the floor, Others have bl
and stains on them,

Sterling holds opto to thom
. with the faint hope the photos’

can bo restored.

“I'm told you, can-toke them

‘some place and restoro

but it’s very costly,” she said.
The' Sterlings have joined
other familics in a clags action
:-lawsuit ngainst Oankland

County. Thoy conten

“.county overflowed sewer lines,
-.A neighbor also experiencod
*'flooding.- Both houses had

-basement toileta.

ps-are

-girl.'s. mother Tnmnr:u Bohiry

ing to:save o pair of her,.
daughter’s ski boots by ¢leans
ing them in o pail of bleaclt

During tho first flood, a
county employee told her hus-
band that:four pumps wore
- putting ex¢oss water into the . -

; Mosé: Joyce and,

- Ronald Sterling are N
still working to.salvage

ems precious to

that were stored in
their basemeént w

floods hit in June 1996

and May 1997, The .
: Franklin Knolls coupl

have joined a clasa’

action lawsui

ekl §

system.
were

snid. .
. With a Shop Vac

beforo the couplo was |
fine,”
r one,

boots

. what you've got when
chips

otches woodon palettes and

.. ' ,containers where bolongings
aro stored now. Sho also uses

rubber glovas.to cleo!
wears plastic bags
ghoes when walking
arca where remnanta
erage maty exist.

thom,

d the could nover replace.

year ago and you still

this,™,

t against

Oakland County. They..
contend the county
overflowed the sewers. .

n’t forgotten

“Wo-didn't get the man's -
- pame, unfortunately,” Joyce

pump, tho Sterlings managed

1o keep ahond of the first
flood. Howeyer, the socend'one, | ©
hit at-3 a.m. ~ two hoursy

on a.long-awaited vacation. -
with their daughtor and sofi=+.
" in-law to San Francisco and
Vancouver. Joyce went while:
her husband stayed behind.
. He caught up with them later. - .

“It ,gure did. upset:our.’
planse,”she said. “You can
imagine a vacation wondering

homo.” - - .
While showing parts of her
Lasement, she peinted the

She continues to pnmsiak—
ingly restore items that insur-
ruce monhey or a settlement

“Pcople will say, That was a

moved overything, back yet?™

she safd, *Poople don't under- |
_stand why it takes so long to

recover from something liko

them

hen ..

and a-

to leave *

you get

plastic

an’ and’
on hor
into an
of sow-

haven't-
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