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mended the school board
approve the hiring of Vondrasek
»for tho Gill year-round program,
'to,becomo the school'a only cur-
,reat malo classroom teacher.

1-, Such discusaions don't happen
wery often, ot loast when it
icomea to filling vocancies on cle-
‘mentary school staffs, At best,
only a fow men are on sta(ls ot
schools with maybe 18-20 teach-
,oxs, not including specialized
i*malo” positions such as gym
'inatructor. .

In fact, there are fewer mon
teaching at Gill today than 26
years ago, when lenrning center
_teacher Dennis Place started his
carecr there.

“No status, no money,” Place
lamented, “You can't raise a fam-
ily”

Filling a void .

And yet, male elomentary
school tenchera are needed todoy
much more so than in 1873.
Many children come from single-
parent households, and lose out
on the male perapective and
presence at home, lot alone in

school.

Williams said that about 30
percent of students in her clasees
are roised by their moms,

“There'a n lack of males in chil-
dren’s lives,” Williams said. *It's
important for them to sec real
male role models.”

Even parents of familica where
both the mom and dad are homo
recognize the need for more mon
to take jobs teaching kinder-
garten through fifth grade, when

young minda are molded the

ost,

“I'd like to sce more (male) role
models in elementary school, for
the boya, porticularly,” said Lon-

Testimony resumes Friday
for man accused in murder

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAYF WRITER

A broken down car, debt and,
.not.the least of which, having
'thé virua that causes AIDS may
havs triggered the rampage that
led to tho brutal stabbing of a
Farmington Hills man,

James Summerville, 28, is

charged with first-degreo mur-
‘der in the glaying of Mikhail
‘Ellis, whose body was found in
this Independence Green Apart-
iment with more than 40 stab
:woundn May 11,
168 ville's sister
‘during his preliminary exem
‘Wednesday in 47th District
,Court that her brother phoned
her around 5 a.m. May 3, the
morning after police believe Ellis
was murdered.

At Wednesdoy's hearing, she
testified that she had been driv-
ing her brother to and from work

q

while his 1987 Sable was being .

repatred. She will roturn to the
stand 8:30 a.m, Friday when
preliminary exam testimony
resumes,

..*] snid, ‘Do you want me to
pick you up or don’t you want me
tq pick you up?” Ho seemed to get
upset. He said, ‘That’s OK. rn
got home myself,’” snid Shirley
Summervilte, recalling the early
morning phone call.

When he returned home later,
his sister oven offered to help
him get his cer fixed, He
declined,

Police arrested James Sum-
merville in Minncapolis, Minn,
Moy 14, He was driving the vie-
tim’a green Jeep Cherokee.

At the victim's apartment,
investigators found o blue blood-
atained work shirt missing a
button in a washer with Jamea
Summerville’s name on it, The
shirt was entered into ovidence
“along with a button, which was
found underneath victim's body.

Polico discovered Ellig' body in
his bedroom after a friend and
cowarker reported the Forming-
ton Hills man missing.

), Officers found three knives -

1twd of which were broken - ncar
‘tho partially decomposed body.
Two condom wrappera wero also
laying near the victim, police tes-
tified Wednesday.

A friend of Ellis recalled sce-
ing him the night of May 2. The
pair went to dinner at a Chinese
restaurant and then watched
“Ho's Got Game” at the Star
Theater in Southficld.

When they returned to Ellis'
apartment on Roosevelt Court,
tho victim didn't park his Jeep
Cherokee in his usual spot,
Leroy Alllson testified.

“Wo started watching telovi
sion and he started acting
strange,” said Allison, who didn't

. s

-and mopping. ... 1left.”

« whom he identified as James

gacro Elementary School-parent
Andres Forriss, whose son
Michae! is in tho second grade.
« . Studica show it is very impor-
tant for littlo boys to have strong
male role models. It's important
for children to sce the male por-

-spective,”

Or to hear a male voice coming
at them, anid the 23-year-old
Vondrasck, known to other Gill
staffers and students as “Mr, V.",

“I don't yell at them, or any-
thing like that,” Vondrasck said.
“But I have a louder voico. A
male voice is coming at them... A
father comes ncross differently
than s mother, anyway." .

One of his studonts anid she
didn’t notice any difference
learning from female or male
teachers. But as far as Von-
drasck is concerned, being a moan
in what traditionally has been a
woman’s world leads to extra
glances, even double takes, from
paronts.

Who's he?

1 got kind of double takes
walking around the hail because
paronts aren’t used to sceing &
young male teacher,” Vondrasek
continued. “And when I did my
open house for parents, they
said, ‘It's great, my child has
never had a male teacher before,
ever. We think it's great if you
can bring that to the classroom.™

Several educatora insist men
and women elementary achool
tenchers go about their jobs tho
same way. But still, as put by
Beechviow Elementary School
third grade teacher Scott
Staulter, “Women nre wired dif-
ferently than men.”

Because of that, children who
experionce male and female
toachers during eclementary
school attain an equilibrium that
spurs emotional atability and
educational development.

*Thero needs to bo a balance,”
said Duff. “...-The male rolo
model plays a real important

recall seeing anyone clac in the
apartment. *Wo were talking
and then he'd start sweeping

The pair agreed to meet for
church at 11 a.m. the following
morning. Allison phoned Ellis,
but no one answered.

He didn't got a response when
he later went to the apartment
and knocked on the door. He
noticed tha Jeop Cherckee-was
gono and left after three hours
waiting for Ellis to return.

Ellis had mentioned a for?ner.

acquaintance to Allisen,
“He said he was having prob-
lems with him,” Allison said. “He

said he had loaned him money,

and had problems getting it
back”

According Allison, Ellis talked
nbout suing the man. .

Ellis’ planner with his ¢rédit
cards was stolen along with jow-
elry and a computer, Hills police
officer Stacey Swanderski said.
She ‘also noted there was no
signs of forced entry. -

A neighbor who lived below
the victim recalled being awoken
by a loud noise from abdve
around 1 a.m. May 3. He said he
was about to phene police when
tho racket stopped.

“At first I thought someone
was haying a seizure, bumping
and thumping along the floor
and tha walls,” Albert Wilson
snid during testimony.,JAt the
ond, we heard a low moan, but
we weren't sure.”

He recalled occasionally secing
a second porson with Ellis,

Summerville in the court room.

Summerville's sister said her
brother moved into her Warren
apartment in Decombor. He'd
proviously been living with Ellis,
she gaid.

The two had beon involved in &
relationship for two years and
had split up.

Her brother still kept in con-
tact with Ellis, who Shirley said
used to do hor taxes.

*Mikhail was still o friend of

mine,” Shirloy said. “They just
had some differences, Thoy were
still friends.”

Since his arrest,. Shirloy anid

- she's talked to her brother, who

remaina in Oakland County Jail.

Sho testified that she was
upact with news reports, which
indicated, Ellis had been stabbed
more than 40 timea and that her
brother had HIV,

*What I really wanted to know
is did he have the virus,” she
anid. "Ho said, 'I got the terminal
illnese.’ I picked up on that”
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Gill El tary ¢
believes that male &

hers are

J"(Jm Vondrqsslk

lower grades.

part in the development of chil-
dren’s minds and aleo socializa-
tion. We're alwaya talking about
diversity. But it’s also important
to have the genders balanced”
among clementary school stafls,

Concurring was teacher Bob-
bie Blazo, one of Staulter's
female colleagues at Becchview.
But she added a little twist.

“It's important to show chil-

ly in the

dren that teaching is a male
carcer and o femalo carcer, just
like nursing is,” Blazo said, “In
the '90s, people are sceing you
can be anything you want to be.”

Blazo doesn't think children
learn differently from men than
they do from women,

“Every child has a different
learning style,” she said, “It's
important that the teacher's

style and tho child's atyle mixes,
whether they are male or
femalo.”

They go elsewhere

Beechviow teacher Michele
Meyera doesn't agree with Gill's

- Placo about whether salaries are .

sufficient or not. Yet the fact
remains that men gravitate clse-
where, to business and industry,

And they still go in those
directions inatead of >7
schoal education, even at o time
when male educators arc needed
and jobs are becoming plentiful.
Over the next decade, projected
heavy retirements will open up
even more positions. '

Males npparently decide early
on that teaching, at least in elo-
mentary school clasarooms, isn't
the profession for them.

If thoy pick education, it's usu- -

ally middle school and high
school.

Duff’s personal theory ia men
like teaching specific subjects,
such ns history. So they tend to
go into secondary schools. In
grade schools, “You need a per-
son who can seo tho bigger pic-
ture of the teaching nnd learning
process.” : .

Vondrasek said his male
friends at Michigan State Uni-

versity opted to pursue careers
where big bucks were on the
hori such as ing.
They certainly weren’t in his
education classes, usually com-";
prised of “three or four” men .
and about 20 women. 8
“But I'm getting paid as much -
right now as some of my friends
starting at other jobs,” he said. -
Foundations | Lo
Of course, the money wasn't
why Vondrasck decided to go.
into teaching. *I chose education -
because 1 wanted to pick a field
that I'd stick with.” K
And it didn't hurt to hear the
positive opinion of a female -
fricnd nbout his chosen path. .
“She said, You're goidg to be
shaping minds,’ he said. *I-.
thought that was such a gredt
way to put it. Because once kids
get into high school, maybe they '
have their minds made up about -
whether they are going to be a:
student or not. :
*In clementary school, I get to
rench them and hopefully affect -
them.in a positive way and get
them excited about school all the
way through. If you can’t get
excited about that...”
He didn't have to finish the
scntence, .
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luxurious lamb

celebrating 130 years

Soft, sumptuous black wool coat with Mongofian lamb collar and cuff by Bromiey Coat Co.
Asymmetrical closure, half-belt in back. 52" fong. Mada in the USA. Fur trim imposted
from China. Sizes 4-14. $335.

Jacobson's Chargs

Jacobson’s

Blrmingham « (248) 644-6900  Livonia » (734) 591-7696  Rochostor » (246) 651-6000

SHOPPING HOURS ¢« MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON

Complimentary Sliver Gift Box
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