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Hills teen chargedin August auto mishap death

BY RENEE SKOGLUND
BTAFY WIITER

Joseph Norman Novell, 17, of
Farmi illa was igned
Monday in 18th Diatrict Court
on charges of negligont homicido
in the death of a pregnant
Inkstor woman, 18-year-old
Julia Margaret Serda.

Novell’'s bond was sot at
$60,000 by Judge Gail McK-
night. A preliminary hearing is

heduled for 2 p.m. Tk d
Oct.8. ° -

Berda died Aug. 1 of interna!
injuries when the 1990 Ford
Tempo in which she was n front-

sont passenger collided with
Novell's 1890 Ch let Berotta

who

Sgt. Stove Frazoer,
ded to the accident with

at the intersection of Middlebelt
;xmtl Ann Arbor Trait in West.
and. !

+ Serdn was 7 U2 montha prog-

nant at the time, Doctors at Gar-

“'den.City Hospital, where she

was declared dead nbout 45 min-
utes after the 5:48 p.m. accident,
delivered n baby girl by Cacsare-
on section. The baby was airlift-
ed to Univeraity of Michigan

" Hospital in Ann-Arbor, whore

she ia doing well, occording to
Wostland Polico Officor Cathy
Gilliom, )

Gilliam, reported that Serda was
wearing an over-the-shouldor
safety belt but hndn't fastened
her lap belt. .

Thae Tempo was driven by
Serda’s roommate, 19-yoar-old
Margarot Louise Bargowski, who
suffered a fractured sternum in
the accident. The back-seat pas-
songer, 19-yocar-old Joshua
Danfel Krause of Livonin, was
not injured,

Both drivers - apparently

ontered tho intersection during

an amber ‘!ight. The two young

. H‘We all make the turn on that amber light, Both _

assumed the other was going to stop and \g(ait.

They both assumed wrong.' -

Cathy Gilliam

—Westland police officer

women were driving woest on
Ann Arbor Trail. Novell t:nd

Gilliam said that Novell was
driving at “a very slow spoed”

front-seat p
Wood, 21, of Westland, were
turning north onto Middlebelt
from enstbound Ann Arbor Trall.

Police eatimated the Tempo's
apeed at 34 miles por hour.

and was to make o left
turn from a complete stop, “We
all moke the turn on that amber
light,” Gilliam said, “Both
assumed the other was going to

stop and -wait. ‘They both

assumed wrong.”
- Polico took Novell, who gradu-

‘ated this year as valedictorian

from Clarenceville High School
in Livonia, into custody after the

‘accident but released him sever-

prison sontenco, a $2,000 fifh
and licensing consequences. .,,,...
Novoll has no prior poljga.,
record. He also has o clean dniy-.
ing rocord, as does Bargowski. '\
Robért Chalifoux, Julia
Serda’s grandfather, asked
McKnight for pormission,'tp’
speak to tha court on behalf gf
his daughter and Julia’s mother,”
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Lori Serda. “What they say is
true. It is o parent’s worst night-
mare, from which you don't
awnkon. We ask the porson
rosponsible for Julie's death
receivo the full consequenco of
the law.” .

Police -

to buy

mobile
unit

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
BTAFY WRITER

Thanks to a federal grant,
Farmington Hills police will put
its oporations into drive.

‘Tho dopartment intends to buy
a mobile community polico vehi-
cle. The vehi-

cle, which

will likely bo B Tho

im-ro;c iﬂ ;noblle :{'e‘;
ength, wi

allow Hills Q.OGO:FS:

police to set

:xpén l’migh- 325,000.
The . unit .

can _also be o

used for spe-
cial events or
serve 48 an
jons base during
cies, Chief Bill Dwyer said.

Combined with a 10-percent |
match from tho city, Farmington
Hills police will receive $68,550 -
as part of a U.S, Burenu of Ju
tice Assistance law enforcemont.
block grant. Monsy is awarded to" )
citics — partinlly based on crime ¢
statistics — to buy and upgrade
equipment and technology.

The department will spend
$15,000 on crime prevention
cfforts, $10,000 on narcotics re-
enforcement, $10,000 training
and $5,000 for guns and other
protective gear for officers. The
mobile unit is expected to cost
$25,000.

“If we aee an area that is hav-
ing an increase in larcenies, van.
dalism and those types of com-
plaints, we could move in,”
Dwyer snid. “We'd also use it for
special events like the fireworks,

“I don't know of any other
department in the state that hos
one.” .

‘While parked in a subdivision,
the mobile unit would serve as a
base for the department's bicyclo
patrol, Crime prevention techni-
cians will pass out information
from the unit.

Dwyer expects the mobile unit
to be in parks and neighborhoods
by the spring. Last year, the
department won both state and
national honors for its communi-
ty policing programa.
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