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Conversations /o pwc:

_his way, ot least he's lending the
life that he wants to live.

How many of us can say that?

How many of us can
unabushedly gush about being
married, o father and an'idealist
wha believes that the world
would be a better place if people
tried to love more.and judge
less? How many of us live to be
the best human being we can bo?

This ian't & case of gushing.
These are the thoughts that
come up naturally in conversa-
tion with the person spending
his days undergoing bone biop-
sics, chest x-rnys and stress
tests, N

“1 figure this is all just a math
problem,” laughs Stew. “They'll
eventually solve it.”

In the next moment, however,
his voice trails off.

“I've come ta renlize that all
that God gives us is o will,” he
said, “We are what we chooso to
do with that will.”

There's no melody for those
words. Just stillness.

Stewart has chosen.

In these nll-too cynical times,
ladies and gentlemah, meet o
hero. -

A hero for living his life with
tho proper focus on his family
and following the desire in his
heart to make his brand of hon-
est and nuthentic music.

A hero for using his name and
popularity to'help those fess for-
tunate, who suffor - from
leukemia,

And, a hero for never failing to
tell a friend how he feels about

him. .
He'll read this and probably
arguo with me about calling him
a“Hero” .
But hey, Francke, you're not
my editer, R

Time of faith

“I know you're scared that our
time is running out ...

There’s something to be said
for the light .

Telt me when we're done with

the night” .

- from 8. Francke's “Some-
thing to be Snid for the Light,”
Scpt. 16898

If you know Stowart, Frhneku,' .

- you know that this is not a timo

- for giving up or rosignation, It's
a time of endurance. The ulti-
mate gut-check. .

“If T diq, at loast my kida will
know what I did when faced with
death, It'l] be like n bluoprint,”

All due respect, Stéw, thera
are no blueprints for this type of
courago, - . }

Ho profers to call his current

predicament a “time of faith.*

Ho doean't have to look far to.
find it. : .

Throughout his songwritin
there's a palpable senso of faith,
an unrelenting reaffirmation of
life. It's in tho onergy of his
music and the wisdom of his
words, . M

Porhaps tho most bitter irony

Ho lins tho guts and huinility
to acknowledge his foars, share

his apprchensions, then look for
the -:nf

ming -~ always_roassuring
~resolution. - -
In the title track of his recent

CD, Stow sings: “The only real

atory is in your heart's own
song/The acrobat wakes a foot
from the ground/We live while
we'ro dying/We'ro lost when
wao're found/Sunflower Soul Sere-

is that Stowart Frm}cko'a latest
oul § To"

D,
starkly roveals why so many,
people who know him, love him
80 dearly. R

" nadeTm d

ing my h h
away” ¢

"It's o' droam that his wife,
Julia, his children, Toss and

“ Stowie, his gnrnﬂy. frionds and
admirers aroe all dreaming, too.
“And you can bet that whon
that dream comoe true, it'll
sound like munic you've nover
heard before; -0 < T L
You'can bet on that, : -
“It's a8 cortain os finding your
placo in your favorite book. *

. - You can reach. O&E Arts Writ-
er Frank Protenzano at (248)
901.25667, 8065 E.' Maple Road,
Birmingham 48009. Or send an
e-matl to: fprovenzano® oc.
homecomm. net
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i
contention that “writors aro sub-
jectivo observers who witness
tho isaues that press on his or
her times.” :

Through power of observation
and depiction, the literary picces
in “Witness” hold up a mirror of
the world that transconds
rhotoric and politics, .

Sorting through nearly 3,000
submissions' cach year an

him in reading the manuscripts. .

it's more than coincidental
that the appen! of the magazine
has social-nctiviat overtones,
although the writing in *Wit-
neas,” in general, is distinctively
personal. .

In the 1960s, Stino actively
protested the Vietnam War, and
traveled throughout the South,

d  joining Civil Righta marchesas a

donts wo.m'uhot while protesting

.the war, Knowledge of that sel-’
dom cited incident, known as the

Orangeburg Massacre, is usually
a tip-off of a tried-nnd-tested
18608 activist.

Things that matter

- In magner. and solf-d ¢

mont. ) .

* After o stint as an English pro-
fessor at Wayne State in the mid
19708, and a fres-lance writing
career in the 1980s, Stine was in
the right place when philan-
thropist Sidney Lutz donated
funds to start a intellectual, lit-
ina in 1987,

ing style; Stine doflates any
nati'on ?f the superiority of the

Comedian
Murvin Welch
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fashion with literary trends. I'd
rather toke my cues from
Chekov than rely on what's in
style,

“Basically, it's what knocks
our socks off,” said Stine, refer-
ring to himself and colleague
Jennifer Berne, who often assists

Demons from page bl

versity of California at Berkeloy,
Stine landed a teaching assign-
mont at South Carolina State
Collcge. In 1967, he wns the first
white male tencher at the school.

One year later at the college
thot was located in the heart of
Ku Klux Klan country, 34 stu-

the road to tenure,
Ho calls the academic study of

'English o threat to the intuitive

nature of literature. And unlike
many of his colleagues, considers
the vaunted deconatructioniat
school of literary criticism mora
of a disaster than an enlighten-

- el

rary 8
“Witness', to me,.i8 n'way to
writo about things that matter to
mo,” said Stino, who presents
each issue with a compelling
introduction to the theme and
subsequent writings.

“In some largor sease, when
you consider the contributors,
it'a like we're all the same per-

son.” -
And gl] bearing witness to the
. issuca of our times. © |
Now if the samo wind could
only blow over the Petomac.

high school in Royal Qak. From
. painting scts, Conlin switched to

covering furniture with the.

designs of animal fur. The paint-
ed furniture is available at Andy
Sharkey Gallery in Royal Qak,
Atvium Gallery, Northville, Hip
Houae next to Gallery Func.
tionArt, Pontiac, Artloft, Birm.
ingham, and Village Picture
Framing and Art Gallery, Dear-
born.

From the furniture, Conlin
avolved to paint self portraits
whero she relays her emotions in
surrealistic style, The works
were shown in June at a Whit-

Rich Lavinson
AHL & Assoclatos

7:30 - 4:30 p.an

Visit our Web Site at www.livonia.org/steps .

ney Gardon Party sponsored b;
C-Pop Gallery. .

“I was going through a tough
time personally,” spid Conlin. “In
tho “Tormented Soul, whore the
flames arc shooting from the
side of her head, the soul is try-
ing to eacape the body.”

The painting was the first of,
the asolf portraits after Conlin
road “The Artiats Way.” The
book led to Conlin's decision to
focus on painting. But after :
drawing from photographs for 10
years, Conlin found her creativi-
ty blocked.

“I could never come up with

 ideas, In ‘Blocked,’ I'm trying to

rolay how I couldn't think of m:

green because she's envious of
the man.”
In “E

1y
own ideas. I was lyzed with
fear, I was afraid of everything.”

*Introvert and its Demons”

.and “Facing ths Fen reveal her

pain as do the heads scattered
on the beach of *Buried Emo-
tions.” The surreal sceno is a
portrait about a dysfunctional
family.

*There's all this benuty in tha
world and they don't see it,” said
Conlin. “The father ir red
because he's angvy. The mother’s

1D, y a
woman hangs suspended from a
man's rib, It's Conlin's way of
chestising women who depend
on men for their existence. In tho
painting, the womad is so depen-
dent on the mon that she's phys-
ically ripped the bone from his

body. .

“Cheryl's work Ig strikingly
unique,” said Robert Krajenke,
Wyland Gallery director, “She
takes roelistic drawing and
expands on that with a surrenl
element.” .
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.WoMC 1043 FM

‘also appearing
" RockyLaPorte" .

* Comedian-

Chuck Gaidica, MC

WDI1V, Channel

N

aind up
{Group discounts ovﬂf&blc)
For ticket lnfﬁfmptiou1

1

o
ﬁgjea/ by
of Sara

arah Morris

/1998
8 p.m. at the Musi¢Hatl
Ticket prices $25 a

arvest
ﬂ%"@' 350:FOOD (3663)

i . v ' .
atio préviding hungor rellof by distibuting over
18 soup kiichens and shohers In the tr-county araa.

Mics10287 @

o




