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Planning a great cvening at
the theater would make even the
most geasoned chorus girl swoon.
The Groat White Way is experi-
encing n boom it haan't acen in
years, with 20 broadway showa
now listod and 11 soon to
appear, Shows like “Cats” and
“The Phantom of the Opera”

*(each with runs of over a decade)

continue to play to sold out hous-
o8 and lines continue to form

nightly outside of “Les Misor-"

ablea,”

So how do you get to Broad-
way?? It will take more than.a
plane ticket, or a song in your
hoart. Since Times Square can
bo daunting for even the moat
native of Now Yorkers, lot alone
these from out of town, audition-
ing all your options will give you
o star-studded evening. o

Just the ticket

" Only Lady Luck or the Lead-
ing Lady can land tickets to
some shows. Tele-charge and
Tickctmastor, those blessed cre-
ations of theater producers, are
the most convenient mothods of
purchase. Friendly operators are
thero 24 hours o day, every day,
to take ordora (credit carda only)
for the shows they handle. Per-
formances are Tucsday through
Sunday evenings, with matinees
on Wednesdaya, Snturdaya and
Sundays (Monday being “dark™),
The hitch: nominal service and
handling charges ranging from
$4.25 to $9 are added to ticket
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Cindi Cook,
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in Auburn Hills!

opportunities todayl

Now Hiring for our
New Store at Great Lakes Crossing

Marshalls is lsoking for quality people and sniling
faces to work with us. Days! Nightsl Weekends!
Great for homemakers, senlor cltizens and anybody
who likes to have funl Look Into Manhalls for exciting

pricos which can rango from $55
to $80. -

Tele-charge (212-239-6200/
800-432-7260 or 800-223-7565;
HYPERLINK "http:// www.
telecharge, ' com WWW.
telecharge. com) handles 20
Broad and 34 Off-Brond
shows, Ticketa are mailed if
placed within 10 days of the per-
formance, held otherwise, Tick-
otmaster (212-307-4550/7171;
www.ticketmaster.com) oversces
ticket ordering for 11 Brondway
ahows and eight Off-Broadway
ghows, Unfortunately, thero are
no refunds or exchanges.

Other routes are The Broad-
way Line, an automated phone

servico with detailed information .

on purchasing, show dates and
times, and TKTS, the booth in
Duffy Square, just north of

Times Square, and at 2 World
. Trade Centor (212-768-1818 for

information on both)., TKTS
offors shows at a discounted
prico for that day’s or evening’s
performance only-often at half
off. Sorry, only cash and travel-
ers checks accepted and theyfre
are not open Sunday, .

The best shows

New York Theater is at its pin.
naclo right now, In a recent The
Now York Times “On Stage and
Off," columnist Rick Lyman
states, “Thero are 38 Broadway
thentors and every: one ‘is
booked. Solid.” The choices, it
scoms, are bigger than the lnst
casting eall for “A Chorus Line.”
There are revivala “The Sound of

9 v

Re¥ T QBN RSN (LSS

How j;d mékethe most of the Grea't‘Whi_te W.

Music,” “Cabaret,” and soon
“Annie Get Your Gun”; thero are
playa about.old Now York “Rag-
timo™ and new New York “Rent.”
There are plays cbout animala
“The Lion King” and something
beyond animal “Beauty and the

. Boast”; there are plays from

movies "Footleose.” Thore is pure
dance: “Fosso” and pure song,
“Smakey Joe's Cafe™; there are
felinea “Cats™ and phantoms
“The Phantom of the Opera™;
British imports “Art” and down
and dirty Amorican originals
“Bring in Da Noise, Bring in Da
Funk.” Too many to mention and
more on the way. Look for
roviows in The New York Times,
The New Yorker, and Playbill
magazines.

Dinner for two or more
Stops from the atoge door Jie a
myriad of restaurants. Choz
Josophine, namod for ex-pat
cabaret lovely Josephine Baker

‘ at 414 West 42nd Street (212-

594-1826) dishes up diverse
French Bistro fare.

Fill 'your pasta bowl and your
stomach at Carmine’s, 200 West
44th Street (212-221-3800).
Extremely popular since its
opening six years ago, Carmine’s
traditional family-style fare
(road: lots of food on big platea)
are more suitable for groups, but
ono or two dishes will sntisfy
you, your dinner companion and
your doggice bags.

To see Gotham in all ita glory,

try The View, atop the Marriott |

Marquis (16356 Broadway, 212
704-8900). This restaurant is not

dine, it rotates (slowly). Keep
looking out the window, though;
you might be able to sce Maplo
Avonue if you look closely
enough. .

If nothing but a New York
steakhouse will do, there are
plenty. One of the best is Gal-
lagher’s, on West 62 Strect, just
off Brondway (212-245-6336).
You know you're {n businoss
when a freezer full of meat
stares you-in the face upon
entry. The portions aren’t
skimpy nor the prices. Slabs of
filet mignon and awordfish,
creamed spinach, and football-
sizo baked potatoes. with all the
trimmings make it worth every
penny, .

Wherever you go, inform your
waiter of your showtime, cspe-
cinlly if the establishment is in
tho theater district. Busiest din-

Sept. 16
through
Oct. 11

for the easily quensy; as you’

ing timea ore 6-8 p.m. Do not

DAYXLAND UNIVIRSITY™S PROFIVIIONAL THEATRS COMPANY

MEADOW BROOK THEATRE

streets on and just off Broad

leave toa little time to get to the

theater; As the clock inchea clos-
er to showtime, taxis will start to
di d your i
Chances are you might not be
sant (or sat late) if you arrive
after the curtain goes up. House
rules aside, itfs also mighty dis-
turbing to your fcllow theatergo-
ers. A wise choice: early dinner
in o distant neighborheod Sohe
or Greonwich Village. You'll
avoid crowds and make a clean
getaway,

Apres theater joints

One spot cxudes cabaret more
than any other: the Algonquin
Hotel (59 Weat 44th Street, 212-
840.8800), The hallowed halls
have been privy to the biggest
names in show biz John and
Ethel Barrymore, Douglas Fair-
banks, Sr. (who spent his honoy-
moon thers), and Dorothy Park.
er, George S. Knufmann, famed
members of the legendary Algo-
nquin Round Table, Catch
Andren Marcovicei and the like
in the cozy Oak Room. .

Cafe Carlyle in the Carlyle
Hotol (35 East 76th Street,
cntrance on Madison between
76th and 77th Strects, 212-744-
1600) is an exquisite spot, Leg-
end Bobby Short holds court for
two long seasons, with Karen
Akers, Dixie Carter and Julie
Wilson also gracing the stage.
Budget conscious travelers
beware: there is a $35 cover

The Bard's bilarious
comedy bas moved
B\ 018905 New
Mexico! But the
“merry wives”
st prevatl
over jobn
Falstaff,
thelr un-
wanted
sultor,
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For Tickets Call witd "',
Meadow Brook Bax Office R,
(248) 377-3300 ®bserver & Eeeentric

Tickctmaster (248) 6456666 o -

Hison & Harmony louse 199839 Socon Souw i

way.

charge just for stepping inside.

The best guides

It was no surprige that my
mother, theater maven and vet-
eran of 30 years of Birmingham
community theater, brought to
my attention probably the most
comprehensive guide to New
York theater: Applause: Now
York's Guido to the Performing
Arts. This slim volume lists it
all. It opens with o map of the
theater district and lists music,
theater, dance, opera, jazz and
cabaret, childrenfs events, envi-
ronmental and performance art,
festivals and seasonal ovents,
and free ovents. One almost
need look no further, it is that
great. .

If you're interested in seating
only, the folks at Tele-charge
offer Stubs, a 5-by~7 publication
that provides seating charts for
all Broadway theaters, Off-
Broadway theatera. The cost ia
$9.95 (plus shipping and han-
dling and applicable sales tax),
but you need not order tickets to
purchase it. Stubs is-also avail-
able in most major bookstores.
Tele-charge also offers free pam-
phiets with detaila on tho showe

y

they service.

Time Out New York is another
auper source, with an all-inclu.
sive entertainment guide and I
mean all theater, restaurants,
cabaret, symphony you name it,
it's in there (they are also on line
at HYPERLINK http:/feity-
search-nyc.iconnet.net/timeout-
ny2/ http:/citysearch-nyc.icon-
net.net/timecutny2/). The ever-
intrepid New York magazine
(located at HYPERLINK
http://www.newyorkmag.com
www.newyorkmag.com) also
contains tons of information

Cindi Cook is originally from
Birmingham and is now living
in New York City. *
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Call about ]
Home show Sale!
Toll 1-8-TubLiners’ i
Free 1-888-254-6377
N N O MR

+GA45-GGG6
uLyo, DETNO

FRI. SEPT. 2

SAY, SEPT. %

NOVI EXPO CENTER
THUR. SEPY, 24, 2-10pm

2=-10pm

10 am-10pm

SUN. SEPT. 27, 10 am=-7pm

Hundreds of exhibitors bringing,
you thousands of prod
and ideas to improve your home!

ucts, services

WIR’S JOR
Anwers your questions.

~THR

daily prizes.

CHILOREN &

Tor two adults and sccompenying

www.bulldars.org

HOME EXPERT
Michae! Collhole demonstrales the st of wall texturing
and [aux finishes. As seen on Lifetime and HGTV.
PLUS... W Nitional Kilchen and Bath Association
members” sale af cabinets and counten. Proceeds to
beneht Habitat for Humanity. B Daily demomtiations
on home improvement. M Treasure Chest contest with

SHOWCASE OF DISTINCTIVE HOMIS
R Displey of new hames, spontored by
KGRl Standard Fedensl Bank.

ADMISSION: ADULTS $6,00 SENIORS $4.00
12 $3.00 CHILDREN UNDER 6 FREE

a $
o Ho
- avalable at Faemer Jack - $9.00

NOVI EXPO CENTER*1-96 & NOVI RD.
SUPTEMBER 24-27

Rble Seovve Actray o the
Boliog bty Anorutan
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