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‘ Present and past: The Rev, Philip Trzynka (left)
| Prince of Peace Lutheran Church,

pastor.

and the Rev,

is the current pastor of
Carl Meh! was the founding

Speclal day: The groundbreahing for the Prince of
Marklft, off 12 Mile, in the late 19505 was a gpecia
members. ' !

s B5H )

~ 40th anniversary

Peace Lutheran Church on New - _
I day, especially for founding ___.~

Prince of Peace Lutheran celebrates its history and its future

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
BTAYY WIITER

When Ginny snd John Webber
helped found Prince of Poace
Lutheran Church 40 yenrs ago,
Farmington Roand was gravel
and Kondalwood I subdivision

' waa just under construction.

. *It's a totally changed commu-
nity,” said Ginny, who sat
. behind a stack of notes about the
' history of the church on New

Market, off 12 Mile.

" Liko Farmington Hills, the
- church had humble beginnings
. and has changed and grown
along with the times.

The: congregation’s {irst service
wai*in Wooddale Elementary
School on Palm Sunday in 1969
and was attended by littlo more
than 90 people. Today, tho con-
gregation totals some 400 mem-

oo
“IZhink that was an exciting
timwawith the first service at

Wodddale. It was better than a |

| baspment,” John Webber
rncglle"d. “We met to plan o

utch.’

That was 40 years ago. To ccl-
ebrate the church's anniversary,
& choral concert will be at 7:30
p.m. Friday, Oct. 2, at the
. chutch. The celebration will fea- .
turd the Prince of Peace Luther-

T2i2 AT MIDDLEBELT o
BE FARMINOTON HILLS, 48336 been wailing for
COMING SOON .
CHRISTMAS CRAFT SHOW CHANEL
NOVEMBER 27 & 28 introduces
Teint Lift Eclat

an Choir and the Americon
Choralo of Sncred Music.

The celebration will continue
with an anniversary worship
service Sunday, Oct. 4. The ser-
vico will feature the church's
founding pastor, tho Rovs. Carl
Mehl and Rupert St. Pierre, who
sorved as postor beginning in

haw many families {n the Farm-
ington Hilla aren were attending.

“When wo heard a church was
going to be formed here, we were
just starting a family. It was
moro convenient to como here,”
Ginny Webber said.

The small congregation and its
charter such as the

1977 until 1981. A banquet will
follow services in tho church's
fellowship hall:

During tho banquet, Mchl will
provide a glimpse of the church's
carly history, while John Webber
will recount the intermediate
history, and member Jack
Schwartz will present the cur-
rent and future view. ;

To further celebrate the
church's anniversary, and a8 o
way of continuing the congrega-
tion’s mission work, members
have agreed to let the Luthoran
Church of the Deaf to use the
facilities beginning Oct., 11.

*“It's an additional way to
thank the Lord for his bleasings
of tho past,” said the Rev. Philip
Trzynka, who joined the church
in April, 1994,

In 1958, Mch] was asked by a
circuit counselor with the Faith
Lutheran Church in Livonia to
contact other Luthoran congre-
gations in the area to determine

ELEVEN MILE

‘Webbers, met in Wooddale until
a church was built on New Mar-
ket.

The new church borrowed
money from the Michigan Dia-
trict Church Extension Fund to
build the church, which today is
the fellowship hall.

“I didn’t want to namo the
church, I wanted members to,”
Mchl said,

St. Paul was a name members
didn’t want because many
Lutheran churches are so
named, Member Jane Boltz sug-
gested Prince of Peace, -

“If 'm not mistaken, it's tho
first Prince of Peace in the Mis-
gouri Synod,”said Mehl, who
served until the spring of 1968
when ho was asked to aerve as
exccutive director of the greater
Detroit council of Lutheran
churches. .

great bunch of people here.”,

The Rev. Victor H. Mesenbring
took Mchl's place, during which
time another building program

And they are a
bunch of people
who are proud of
their history in

was initiated.
To i the congr i

=wo did a lot of ovangelism in the

community,” Ginny Webbor

By 1§7l, the second phase of
the church bullding was dedicat-

ed and the congregation had -

grown to 693 baptized members.
In 1876, Barbara and Glenn
Pattison joined the church, “Our.
backyard neighbors were ono of
tho founding familics, They
asked us if we were Lutheran
and if we had a church,” Barbara
Pattison said, “Wo said, ‘we're
Lutheran and we're looking.™
Ono thome — friendliness —

W T

F Hills.
Members have
photes document-
ing the first ser-
vico 40 years ago,
as well as activi-
tics since. Thoy
also have a guest
book which mem-
bers signed during a
tho church’s first

service. Ono of the
members also com-
piled all the histo-

rings L]
of the church’s history. “We had
8o many friends here we couldn't
over transfer,” Barbara Pattison
said. “It’s like home.”

Mchl echoed her sentiments.
“It's always been n friendly con-

ion. I've been the di

pastor for a number of congrega-
tions, This turned out to be
friendliest one. There’s just a

s

Members: Glenn and Barbara
Pattison (from left) joined in 1976,
while Ginn,

and John Webber were

founding church members.

And the ’
called the

Orthodox Church.
Farmi Trian g

ry - at lcast
through 1971,

In the Iate
1970s, religi i split
the bur i g ion,
Other members left and created
Hope Lutheran,

“We still recognize the mem-
bership at Hope Lutheran as our
brothers and sisters in Christ,”
said Trzynka, 4

The church ia also known for
extending its hand. It has pro-

vided sanctuary to the Latvian -
Lutheran Church and the Greek

church home for more than 30
years. “The women of the congre-
gution fed them every Tuesdny,”
John Webber said.

In the 160-year history of the

national Lutheran church body,
the Princo of Peace history is
short, Trzynka said,

\nBut wa look forward to a long
service to the Farmington area
community,” he added.
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Essential Firming Makeup

Natural finish coverage that
imparts a youthful look...

plus treatment that firms and
smoothes away the appeorance
of lines. Fragrance-free, Qitfree.
Ideal for all skin types.

In @ full range of

nine flattering shades. N
1 oz., $50.
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