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Seminar is.
canceled

The Michigan Freedom of:
Information Act/Open
Meetings Act seminar for:.
public officials scheduled
for 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, July 7.in
Livonia City Flall has
been canceled due to
changes in the scheduie of
Michigan Attorney Gener-
al Jennifer Granholm:
The two-fiour seminar,
co-sponsored.by the ..
Ubserver & Ecceniric
Newspapers and the
Michigan Press Associa-
tion, was to have featured
Granholm discussing the
laws and taking ques-
tions from public.officials,

The seminar will be
rescheduled for fall. -
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Putting you in touch
with your world

BWith more than 100 movie screens in a seven-mile
radius of the Clvlcf owner (:‘rreg !lohh‘ar de.cided the time

His t sale of the
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The “Civic™ soon will beleng to the
city.

On Tuesday, the city council is

ted Lo ratify o $318,500 purch

agreement to buy the
Farmington Civic The-
atre from longtime
owngr Greg Hohler,
And then approve &
contract with Wixom-
based M.K.A., Inc, to
manago the building and buginess,

If the deal posses muster with coun-
cil members, the city will toke money
from the capital improvements fund,
but reimburse itself vin the sale of rov-
enue bonds, said Farmington City
Manager Frank Lauhofl,

“The debt on the bonds will bo paid
off on nn annual hasis,” exploined
Lauhoff, “from revenue (generated)
from the theater,”

That, he emphasized, means citizens
will not be asked to pay odditionol city
taxes.

Pending ratification, Hohler's final
doy of ownership is Tuecsdoy Aug. 31;
M.K.A. takes over on Wednesday, Sept.

“Since they (council members) made
the offer, in all Jikelihood it's going to
be ratified,” Lauhoff said.

Although Lauhoff anticipates M.K.A.
will make improvements to eventually
provide customers with a more com-
fortahle viewing environment, there
still will be two movie screens at bar-
gain rates. "Nothing’s going to change.”

Lauhoff did hint about one change,
howover, Weekend matinces ~ discon-
tinued by Hohler seven years ngo
hecouse he couldn't justify either wLork»

1

STAFY ProTo B BILL BRESLER

theater to the city of Farmington ends the Hohler family
ownership, which dates back to 1940,

M On Tussday, the clty coun-
¢ll Is oxpected to rotify 8
$316,800 purchase agreo-
mont to buy the Farmington
Clvic Thestre.

The dea) would conclude the Hohler
family’s 68-year ownership of the
Grand River facility, considered the
longeat continuous span of an indepen-
dent theater in Michigan. Greg's
father, Edward J, Hohler, opened the
place; tha younger Hohler, now 62, took
over in 1873,

“Tickets were $2.50 then and they're
$2.50 now,” Greg Hohler said with a
emile, during an exclusive interview

hursday aft akout the pendi
sale, -

Hohler then turned sentimental.

“My antire Jife has been at that tho-
ater, from the time I was one year old,”
Hohler seid. “I've scraped gum off the
seats, from my hands and knees, since
1 wus old enough to craw}.”

But az of Wednesday. Sept. 1, Hohler
will be “out of the mo-.e business total-
Iy” and begin pursuing whatever direc-
tion his life will take. Wherever it goes,
from a professional standpoint, he
promises to stey in Farmington, where
he's Sived almost his entire life and
rajsed a fomily.

“f've been agonizing over this deci~
sion for many years,” Hohler contin-
ued, "My industry is such that it is get-
ting harder and harder for the small
indepcadent exhibitor to operate, You
can gee the number (of independents)
that have closed throughout Michigan.
It’s been & hard decision for me to come

ing marathon dayp or hiring
1o Hereen movies for him ~ will return
perhops as soon as December.
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Please sce CIVIC, AD

. BY LARRY O'CONNOR . .
BRAFWATER L0

Autos _ e e
... Home & Bervice H2
dobs e GL
_Reatels .. __ET
R Sports D1
B Entertainment (]
R New Homes W EL

Census:
Hills up,
city down

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFF WRITER
leconnor@oshumocomm.nst

Lotest U.S. Census estimotes only
confirm what city officinls have
icnown: Farmington Hills is packed
with peopla,

Hilly population grew by 6,170 from
74,616 to 79,784 botween 1980-98,
according t» U.8. Census tabulations.
That'e a 7-percent increaso,

] ESTIMATES

Farmington experienced a dip of 2.2
percent during the same eight-year
period, according to figures relcased
Wednesduy. ‘

Fermington Hills population figures
nro likely to fnerease 10 percent when
the more substantinl consus is com-
pleted in 2000, predicted Rick Lampi,
a Hills planner. The racent U8, Cen-
gus report s based on estimntes,

While the percentage increase falla
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. An attornoy for svl?ormingta'n-mlln man
charged with cavesdropping claims thi casn is
.mors o tale than a tale of the tapa,

= Robert Mickam, 18, ja charged with thres
tonpte of saveadropping and installing an illegal
rocording device: Pollce say the Walled Lake
Western High studont gesrotly videotapad three
toennge girin while they were gct\.ing undressed.

' 'On Fridey, Mickam stood mute as he was
arrsigned in 47th District Court, Judge Marle

- Parker spt personal bond at 510,000 and ordered

Walled Lake student faces
video eavegdropping charges

“happon.”

mony of some toenagers who claim somothivg .
Palice seized 70 videotapes from tho femily's

$ills home 8nd cottage in Oltawn County June.
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Tupeo depieting incidents haven’t brea found,
Authorities say Mickam, who knew he was beiog
{nveatigated, would have had time to dispose of
the recordings. .
Autharities believe he hid a-video cumera fn
tho bathroom of a West Bloomfield Township
honuie and in hig parenta’ huuse whera he tappd
girlo ages 16-1.", S
Three T"l“ told polico they were shown the

. a praliminory oxam 1:90 pm. Wi

Flo'a nlso charged with one eount of cavesdrop-
. ‘plng in Went Bloomfield, If convicted, each felony
- g_oum. carrles two yeara in joil and/or d $2,000
Miclaun, dreosed in a dgvy blue puit, oncwered
the judge directly during the arraignment, He
declined comment, afterward. © .
*From out understanding, thera is aboolutoly
1o phiysical avidonce.in this case,” said attorney
‘Brie Neeth, Mickam's co-counsel. “There is no
tepe, thore's no video, there's no camers.

day, Aug.

9 15 & caso thut ia bfwed strictly upon testi- A

A fathior of one girl mede n report to Farming: "~ §
ton Hifls police after rumnrs circulated around
Walled Lake Western JUghin May,

. Though no tape or camera haa hoen found,
authorities maintain they haye a solid vase,
" “We have at loaat thres separato wilnosses that |
waro thown the tapes who cams forward and are
prepared to testify,” vaid Wiliam Dwyer, Hills
police chief. “In fact, if it wasn't for these young
men coming forward with the information, this
cnap never would huve boen jnitiated. .
“You have to appluud thess young men for com-

Charged: Robert Mickam in 47th District
* Court with ca-counsel Brian Legghio at ¢
Plosse wou VIDED, AB . arraignment Thursday afternoon. :
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Injuries are
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When Vicki Bell asks her mother if
she looks handicapped, her mother
doesn't lie.

She walks with a cane and has o
peach and silver colored brace sccured
to ber lefL leg, her mother tells her,

Millle Bell's frankneoss with Vicki
comes with a caveat, though,

*In the oyes of the world, you have 8
lot of peogln with handicapa that others
can't see,” Millje said.

With Vieki, 42; wha lives in Farming-
ton Hills, you see what you get, A

Tenaclous: Vicki Bell was injured years ago when the carin
which she was a passenger was hit by a truck. She supports the

use of seatbelts and bicycle helméts.

gevere brain injury that peralyzed her
left side and impaired her specch is no
match for her unflappable humer and
honesty,
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no match

for her humor, honesty

H For 20 years, she's
attempted to live 2 normal
life despite a closed head
Injury suffered In an auto-
moblle accident..’

a normal life despite a closed head
injury suffercd in an automobile aceii
dent. A Mack truck hit the vebicle she-
and her hushand were in ~ not once bt
twice ~ near Traverse City en route to
n camping trip. M

Vicki, who was not wearing a seat:,
belt, romained in a coma for féur
months. In addition to numerous phyg:
ical injuries, she suffera from amnes i;:;

For 20 years, she's pted to live
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