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“1 wonder,” said my seat mate
thoughtfully as we looked at thy
sROWY TUnways ont our approach
to Metra Airport last March. *i
wondor il anyone geis off the
plune, turna right sround and

. puks for u ticket back to Hawaii.”
“ The idua of heading back to
this paradiee waue especinlly
tempting after o 10-day stay
that included an American
Hawaii cruise among four
istands — Oahu, Kauni, Maui
-* and Hawaii, which is also known
as “the big island.”
+ Much of the uneventiul sight
~“back on Northiwest had been
spont listening to passengers
debate which of the four was the
“best” ialand.
That would be a tough debate
to win. In my travels, from Alas-
ka ta the Virgin Islords, no other
stato provides opportunities for
- such varied contrasty in climate
or activities. The islands hold
- -sumnething for everyone, from tho
" lush greenery of Kauai to the
moonscape of a dormunt volcano
on Maui to the snow-capped
Mauna Loa on Hawaii.

Saow skiing in Hawaii? Yes,
it’s pozaible in winter on Mauna
Kea — at an clovation of 13,700
feet.

in contrast are the picture-
paatcard beaches for sunning or

‘catching the 20-foot waves off-
‘ehore on Oabu in December, Vie-
itors can ook up at the largest
tetescopa on eartly, look down at
"tiving coral while snorkeling and
‘watch out for humpback whales
playing at sea. There is, of

" cuucse, much more.

‘The people, the culture

*" If travelers look only for the

typica! tourist sites, howaver,
* they will miss much of what the
Mislands aro all about. There is
. -the temperament of the islund
‘people, which is as mild ae the
temperaturo. Both vary little,
* +from penson to scason or subject
. -to subject. Even when a native
,"Hawaiian gets passionate about

his heritnge or protecting the
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Offshore beauty: The island of Mokolii offshore Oahu is
a way stetion for those who want to catch a wave.
Watch out, warns a tour guide, for gray shadows swim-

ming beneath you.

state’s environment, it is donv so
only in the moat gentle of voices.
“Consin,” tour bus drivers will
eay, looking back over their
shoulders. “We're all cousins,
you know.* You know a story ie
coming, no doubt one of many
you're likely to hear on the trip,
Drivers like to remind tourists
it wasn't just traveling ships dis-
covering the islands. Missionar-
ies and capitalists from the
mainland, some of whom were
missionuries themseolvea, came
and conquered tho islands.
That's why, the tour leaders add,

 GQREAY ESCAPES

there are fow people lelt on the
istands who are solely of Hawai-
ian heritage.

Many native Hawaiians have
gono to the mainland to earn a
living, while big venture capital.
ista own much of the property.
Programs are now in place to re-
establish the Hawaiians' land
ownerahip rights.

An average home can cost
$260,000 and, as everywhere,
location is everything, Water~
front praperty is prime, but a
downturn in the Japanese econo-
my has made some sites more

(ireat Escapes features various
travel news items. Send news
lrads, atory ideas or your own
travel adventures to Keely Wygo-
nik, Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, 36351 Schooleraft, Livo-
nia, 48150 or fax to (734)591-
7278 or ¢-mail to kiwygonik@ oe.
homecomm. net
UP HORTH

Every summer, regulor as the
acason's turn, residents of snuth-
waat Michigan head Up North for
rocrention, relnxation and inspi-
ration.

We'd like to know where you go
when you go Up Nocth. Tell us
about your faverite Up North
spot. T2 it a beach house on Lake
Michigan, a resort around Tra-
verse City, a cabin in the deep
-woods, @ river cottage near Lake
Huron, o bed and breakfast on
Mackinac Island or a hideawoy
in the UP? Do you enjoy boating
un the Great Lakes, golfing on

ho designer courses, hiking the

shugged trails, biking the back
s+tcads, antique hunting, fudge
-“pating or simply watching the

ssunset on n beautiful beach?
230 Tell us in 50-75 words about
*-your favorite Up North place and
f you have a photogeaph send it
along for a travol story about
Michigan's special paradise.
Send your stories und pictures
to Keely Wygonik at the Observ-
“er & Eccentric, 36251 School-
ceaft, Livonia, Ml 48160, Or ¢-
mail your comments to kwygo-
nik@ oe. homecotmm. net

TORONTO STREET FAIR

Yongo Street comes alive July
1-11 with entertainment as part
of the second annual Celebrate
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Toronto Street Festival. Five
intersoctions will be closed for
events ranging from a beach
party to extreme sports. The fes-
tival will have 10 multiple
stages. For more information,
call the event hot lino al (418)
338-0328.
TOUR HOSTS

Jane and Ed Wojtan of Livenia
are hosting several tours in the
coming year. The couple have
been hoating tours to Poland
since 1983. This year, they are
again hosting a trip to Poland
and have added a tour to Ireland
and a tour of the Southeast Asla
countrice of Malaysia and Thai-
land. For the year 2000, they
have a limited number of spaces
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P'lay staged a Obvrammergau,
Germany,

Jdane is a retired registered
dietitian, who worked nt Oak-
wood Hospital. Ed is retired from
the automotive industry, having
held management positions at
Ford Motor Co., American
Motore and Chrysler Corp.

For information on these tours,
calt Jano or Ed at (437)425-2727.
MYSTERY TRAU

A train excursion will run from
Dearborn to somnewhere at 8 a.m.
July 17. 1anch will be served,
and the train will return at 5
p.m. For what little more infor-
mation is available or for tickets,
cail (248) 541-1000.
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Moconscapo: What looka like a forbidding scene from the moon is actually a portion
of the dormant volcano Haleakala on the island of Maui. Its pink cones and unusu-
al shapes were formed by ercsion.

“affordable” in revent months,
Concern for the eavironment
is paramount on the minde of
those who live in tho ictands to
preserve their biggest revenue
gourco ~ touriam — as well as
for quality of life reasons.
Touriam became their biggost
induwtry, aince the sugar cane
industry all but drled up. Hawai-
ians know that without their
unpolluted air and unspoiled
waters, few would make the trip
of nearly 5,000 miles from the
metropolitan Detroit urea.

Island adventures

My adventure in Hawaii began
with a stay in Waikiki. Yes, it'aa
typical tourist town and, frankly,
its famed beach is outdone by
those elsewhere on Oahu and
the other islands. The
Waikiki/Honolulu area is built
up, but it's the place te gao if
you'ro interested in nightlife or
shopping. Don Ho is still croon-
ing, and it scems as though
overy hotel is touting ita own
version of shows representing
cultures in islunds of the South

a8,

‘There aro several major shop.
ping areas, and transportation is
easily accessible by way of The
Bus,

Ta be fair, thure are the Ari.
zona Memorial (see related
story), fine museuma, churches
and a zoo which mako a stopover
there worthwhile.

Get outside the city, however,
and it's like being in another
world best seen from the top of
Mt. Tantalus. Teke a circle tour
of the island and climb to the
rim of Diamend Hoad, and enjoy

whe coral and fish which swim up
to bathors on Hanauma Bay
beach, a non-amoking area.
Somotimea it {a so crowded in
scagon it nceds to be closed to
protect the environment.

‘Time it right on the tour, and
you might get to see the “blaw
hole”™ rock forination spouting
sea water. While in tho area, be
sure to keop an eye aut for the
greon soa turtles. Look offuhore
for Molokai ialend, and around
on the narth shore are friendly,
smaller communities playing
host to beautiful benches and
monster waves.

Travel is easy botween the
islands, by air or by boat. Those
of us — and there were many —
who chose a cruise smiled at how
ono could watch airplanes litt off
one island and riso slowly in the
air oaly to quickly set wheels to
firm ground on a ueighboring
island.

Traveling solo

We left Honotulu at the Alcha
Tower aboard the §.S. Indepen-
dence in festive style, to the
sounds of keottle drums and
water apouts from a fire boat, all
caurteay of the Honelulu City
Council.

The trip fur many of us had
been organized by AAA Travel
branches throughout the coun.
try. Lucky for solo travelers like
myself, the Independence has a
few rooma for parsengers travel-
ing alone. That's a distinct
advantage over other ship lines,
which may charge a hefty sup-
plement to those solo passengers
whu wish to bunk alone.

Air was included in the pack-

age and ra with many ahip lines,
that meant transfers were taken
care of — a wolcome aid for
thoso of us whao have difficulty
handling baggage.

Agent Diann Ralston of the
Birmingliam AAA hraach recom-
mended o large table for dinner
on board ship, to avoid getting
stuck with an obnoxious passen-
ger. That was never the case on
thia trip, as congenial passen-
gera laughed and chatted our
way through a day at sea before
arriving in Kauai,

A wamning: The venerable ahip
was built during the 1950s and
docan’t have tho stabilizers or
sizo of more mosdern ships, So il
you're prone to sea rickness,
como prepared,

But don't 1ot that stop you.
The captain and his crew are
proud of their ship and can’t do
enough to make your stay memo-
rable.

Next week share the adven-
ture aboard the S.S. Indepen-
dence with a helicopter ride on
Kauai, whale-watching off of
Maui and viewing a live volcano
in Hawaii. Try, if you will, to
think of the *best™ island to visit,

Sandra Armbruster is editor of
The Lake Orion and Oxford
Eccentric papers. She recom-
mends spending time to “know
before you go* by reading about
the history, culture and adven-
ture of Hawaii and ita people in
booka such as “Adventuring in
Haweii,” a Sierra Club travel
guide available on the Internet or
at your favorite book stere.
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* 2-days of Live Entertainment
» Qutdoor Mivvie Theatre Friday e Special Concert on Saturday Night
» USMA event featuring D} Rockin Ronnie ¢ Carnival Rides

» Entry fee includes both days and 2 admission wristbands
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Michigan State Fairgrounds
Friday, August 20 ¢ Saturday, August 21
* Special Motor City CruiseFest dash plaques

o Hundreds of trophies awarded each day
o Cruise Woodward Anytime

THE CLASSKE RUCK STATION.

| OEFICIAL CAR SHOW ENTRY FORM
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Advance Registration 315 per Vehicle (520 on Saturday)

Name

Add: Phone

City State_ ZipCode ..
Year/Rake/Mode! -

Class A t Enclosed

Make Checks Payable to: ¢/0 WCSX/Motor Clty Cruisefest
28588 Northwestern Hwy. Ste. 200

Southfleld, ML 48034

Sponsorship or Vendor information: Call Zindy Winnle at 248.945-3715
For Advertising tnfo. In the Crulse Week program:
Call Blil Clugston at 248-901-2501
Event Hotline: 248-204-6060




