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MEAP: Cv

BY MARE CHESTNEY percent of fiRth gradors consld-
iy WeneR n renst ored *proficlent” in scionce,

taby@o0.ligmacon An aven bigger jump wus

Cl i)e nchoot edminis- made by Cl ille Middle

trators, amhurenseod by Jast
eor’s science teat soores, have o
ot morae ta cheor about in the
science scoroe achioved by this
year's erop of test takers,

Scores on tha thros othor testa
~ math, reading, writing - worn
u mixed bag, with rome surging
ahand, othorm fulling Lohind,

Botaford und Grandview fitth
grodors who tonk the 1680
Hichigen Educational Assess-
ment Program (MEAP) nclance
teat took & hig jump upward,
from last yanr's 26.4 percent to
this year's 30 percent, In doing
60, thoy beat the stoty average of
37.5 parcent by cloze to threo
points, The numbers show the

Behool oighth gruders, who went
from last years ombnrrassingly
low 14.4 percent proficient to
this yoar's score of 38.5 parcent.
Thot“uu', averagen hore i» 23 per-
cant,

*What theso ncores tell me o
that when we emphasize some-
thing, we do well,” said Mat

that science would be the subject
stressed this year in the two ele-
mantarios ang middle achool.

No big jumps are seen in the
other thrue areas tosted on the
spring 1990 toats: math, reading
and writing. In somo areas, such
os middle school runding, scores
even wont kackward,

“To get scoFex Lo go up, you
have to sacrifics othar things,”
snid Jim Lancaster, who retired
tast weok from the district as

} ri dent for cur-

Hoettchor, the nawly loctad
Cl ille Boord of Ed

trustee who took hia onth of -

office Thursday. "It shows me we
mls.ummd if wo put our minds

Disappointmont expressod last
year hy Clarencoville adminis-
trators when the Jow acores
wera unveiled made it ceriain

siculum and moved to a new job
in Houston,

Even with some backward
movemunt, 1809 acores ars *a lot
better than what we wero talk.
ing about Jast yoar,” Lancastor

aaid,
Boeltehar stuck a visual §
on the 1999 MEAP mnl:m'f'g:

BBl ntment o

assed loot year by

sappol XpH
Clarenceviifo sdministrators whon the fow
ocores weve unveiled made it cortaln that sch
ance would e the subject slvessed this year In
middle schoot.

the two elemeniaries and

ship is not ainking, We're hold-
ing our hends above water.”

In assonning MEAP tost
resulta, educators hope to sos a
wteady, uphill ellmb, not a roller-
coaster ride such ax experia
by Clarencoville in past years,

Fourth and seventh graders
slightly retrented on the muth
tast, backtracking from Jast
year's 74.4 porcent to ihis years
72.2 porcent, Beventh graders

did the opposite, moving from
60.1 percont to 58 percont on the
math test,

On the reading test, fourth
graders barely b from laat
yapv'a 83.2 percent, On tho same
toat, the soventh graders siddded
bncftward. from last yaar's 40.6
percent to this yoar's 44.7 per-
can

lan‘)yeszr‘u 65.1 p‘orcnnt to this
anr’s 50.5 percent.

¥ *Middle r:hoolun felt a little;
thay'ro still an area of concern,”
Lancastor sald.

On the samo writing teat, the
fifth groders surged forward,
from last yoar's 74.0 percont to
70,7 percent.

The stats roleased 1099 MEAP
test scoros Thursday, about two
weeks later than thay were
scheduled to be yoloased use
of a scoring glitch on the science
toat.

The glitch, o question mizsed
by the scoring compapy, has
since been cleared up, .

Fifth-grade sciente acore al

t.
Elght gradera also r d
on the writing test, moving from

now officials said.

ille officials have more to cheer about |
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Ae expected, Farmingten Publie
Bchouls atidunts continued to outper-
form the state pverage in the “sntisfuc.
tory” category in the Michigan Educa-
tion Aswseszment Program Losts, but jt
slipped behind Onkland County reaults
In one ores,

That aies is sovonth-grade rending,
the same segment {n which tho district
saw fiu lond over the etato narrow,

Qaokland Couniy gehoals totsled 61
poarcant in the MEAP's satisfactory
reading catogory, beating the Farming-
ton district’z 57.7 percent.

However, Parmington atill led the
statewide Michigan ME/V averags,
though the lead narrowed a good bit.
The state averagoe russ 4.2 percent, from
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48,8 percent in 1088 to 53,0 in '99, while
Farmington's performance slippod 2.6

porcent, from 60.3 percont fn ‘98 to this-

yeava 51,7,

A} four Parmington district middle
schools showed declinos In satisfactory
reading on the MEAP, led by East,
which went from 56.3 percent to 51.7,

Power nlip{md from 62,2 percent to
69,8, Dunckel from 61.0 parcent to 68,4
and Warner from 62,3 percent to 61,

Enst has shown a roller-couster pat-
tern the last four years, going from 56.1
pcnenl untlafactory in 1995 to 50.8 in
96, then to 56,3 in '87-88,

Gona Senborn, East principel, said
g could
commont
nbout the
dip hecauso
E A

8 renults did-

ho
't

Howevor, Corolyn Mabalak, retiring
asecesmant coordinator for the district,

inted sut that all four schools did well
n the story-reading portion of tho
MEAP, but all four declined in tho
informational roading pertion, bringing
thelr ovorall scores down.

Also, oho said, East may be more sub-
joct than tho others to studonts
unrolling und then dropping out from
yaar to year,

of Education after sevoral wenks' dolny
due to an orror in ssoring some districts’
scionca rosults, Parmingtop was not
nn;‘ong tho‘w dm:x:u.

p Farmingt
Qakland County and otate averages in
* mathomatica, veoding, acionce and writ-

ng:
B Mathematica — Tth Grade: Parm-
ington 78 g[wr.ont, Qakland County 73.2

But the §

percent, Michigan 63,2 percent. 4th
p t in statewide Qrade: Farmi 84.1 percent, Qak-
reading scores enrued praiss from Gov, land County 79,2 percont;:Michigan

John Engler, who last week aigned log-
iplation cranting the Michigan Morit
Award Scholarships for studonts.
Engler arid he is pleasecd to sco
“stoady imp t* in the roadi
tosts, noting that reading *ia the funda-

men:nl key to understanding any sub- . 37.6

Ject,

With the acholarships in place, he
enid, “stadents and cducators will have
& clear goal in mind ns :}w! work
toward continued improvement.’ .

na R:mnt, X

M Reading ~ 7th: Farm, 67.7, OC 61,
stote £3.0. 4th: Parm. 71,2, OC 67.9,
state 59.4,

8 Sclunce ~ 8th: Parm. 32.9, OC 30.3,
state 23,0, Sth: Farm, 63, OC 45.0, atats

¥ Writing - Bth: Farm, 86,5, OC 69.2,
_ state 63.5, Sth: Farm, 72.1, OC 65.8,
stato 54.8,
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Explain:
the middie schools did well in
the story-reading portion,
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 Send and recelve uatimited emal).
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more, :

# Read electronlc editions of the the Observer & Eccentric
nev/spapers,

# Chat with users 8ross lown of a¢ross the

rererrs

cations

No one is too small
to make a contribution

to our country

We all reraember Johns . Kenniodys words, "Ask not what your
country can do 5t you, but what you can do for your country”
Y1, we often forget the meening, We forget each of us is needed io
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