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Teens offer their chservations:

BY RICHARD PEARL
AYP WIITER
rpearlOoohomecomm.net

Teachers joining i hing at peer

—

B COALITION

mediation and/or ulso failing to enforce dress
eodes...c majority of atudents saying they lack
strong relationships' with adults at their
school,..parents getting drunk or smoking in front
of their kids, but telling the kids not to....

Thean were a fow of the poignant comments from
4 group of Farmington and Farmington Hills stu-
denta who are working against drugs and violence
in their schocls.

They were addreased to adults from various com-
munity organizationa denling with those issues
who attended the Call to Action Coalition meeting
June 23 at the Farmington Public Schools Train-
ing Centor.

The toens'observations underscored tho urgency
of the meeting’s purpose, which was to begin form-
ing a concreto coalition that would hoth support
tho offorts of t.bu myriud groupa while also reduc-
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declaion.” )
.. During that seme interview,
... Lauhoff promised that, under
.« the new regime, tickof prices
! would atay as they are, and that
.patrono can expect to get the
.same type of family entertain-
ment — second-run movies and
.live programming, such as the
scent comady bill starring
oupy Salea,

Painfut decision
Hohlor's decision didn’t hap-
pen overnight.
For much of this decade,
ohler painfully considered
whethcr it finally was time to
;exlt the industry. In recent
sears, he could look out from his
office window at the Civic and
virtually see more than 100
screens go up within seven miles
,,of his legendary indopendent.
‘Demanda of trying to keep the
‘ business afloat lately took up
*'most of Hohler's life, and eventu.
.ally forced him to stop down
* from hia position with the Farm-
! ington Downtown Development
'* Authority,
¥+ 8till, Hohler hemmed and
hawed. Last Septembor, he
approached Lauhoff as a cour-
tesy, to let him know he was
2 nbout to put the theater up for
+ gal
2 Laulmff implored Hohler to
.7 hold off a while, until a city
‘ investigation into posaibly pur-
77 chasing it could be completed.
" Planto & Moran checked out the
«.Civic's financial books for the
»* past five years and the city
<“sought out potent!al manago-
mexnt companies.
“I thought that would be tho

"
I

A 79.yanr-old Farmington
"woman was taken to Botsford
§ I{Mpital after she complained of
neck pain following a three-car
4ccident Thursday afternoon on
' Fnrmlngmn Road, police said.
v Earlier that day, two vehiclec
“:goltided about a block aouth at
e locum. There were no injurics,
I:\:t both vehicles were heavily

beat long-term use for the facili-
ty,” said Hohler, about the city
purchasing the theater. “Not just
from my end, but {or the commu-
nity as a whole. There's certainly
a lot of history there, a lot of
legacy. It's very integral to the
downtown.”

Indecd, fresh from community

vmlonmg sessions in 1988,
where the Civic was heralded as
a downtown treasure worth
keeping viable, Lauhoff and
other officials knew it would be
risky business if the theater
went into the wrong hands.

*That was a big concorn of the
city council,” Lauhoff eaid.
“What if? There'd be no guaran-
tee that it'd remain a family the-
ater” if a Realtor sold the Civic
to an outsider.

Zoning issues nlso played a
role in the council's deciaicn to
purgue the theater,

“That property over thcro.
with the current zoning, could be
sotd for a theater, for retail, for
general nssembly purposea,”
Lauhoff said. *Or a {(banquet)
hall®

Even though the Civic will be
owned by the city of Farmington,
Lauhoff insiated that MK.A. will
ordor the popcorn and decide
which films to run.

“The city has no inteat on
operating it on a day-to-day
basis,” Lauhoff said.

Still a draw

Both Hohler and Lauhoff said
the expected salo doesn’t mean
the Civic hos been doing poorly
in recent yaars. Lauhoff said
about 8,000 tickets were aold
tast ¢ ar, down from 10,000 in

damaged.
’l‘hu later accident happened
around 4:20 p.m. whoen the
woman, eastbound on Alta
Loma, drove through the red
light and into oncoming traffic
on Farmington, police reported.
The woman, who was ticketed
for running a red light, was
struck on the drivers side of her

1994,

“They provido a quality enter-
tainment focation for families,”
Lauboff said. “And that's the pri-
mary goal and concern of tha city
council, to continue that.”

According to Hohler, he could
have continued oporating the
business for another five or 10
yoars, The facility {a in good con-
dition. But, down the rond, when
major repairs would evontually
need to be made, Hohlér would-

n't have been financially able to
do them, he said.

“It's the end of the thlnr-mm
ily era, certainly,” Hohler auid.
*All eras have to end. That's just
the way lifo is. But, it’s also the
start of a very exciting new cra...

—Life is changs.”

But Lauhoff eaid the familiar
marquee won't. He called it the
one symbo! of downtown Farm-
ington known throughout the
metro Detroit area,

“The city recognizes how
important the look of tho thoater
ia to people,” Lauhoff satd. “The
city will be looking to improve
things (inside), put some money
back into things to make them
look nuw again.”

Ono projectod change, added
Lauhoff, is that the Bead
Bohemia shop adjacont to the
Civic likely will relocate else-
whore downtown, enabling the
lobby area to be expanded.

szoman injured in S-car accident

1993 Buick by a 1998 Ford driv.
on by a b4-year-old Dearborn
Heighta man,

The third vehicle, a 1899 Toy-
ota Camry driven by a 40-year-
old Farmington Hills woman, hit
the rear of tho Ford.

The Toyota was driveable but
the other two vehicles weren't.

AGENDA

Flmlnzwn City Council
. Meeting
23600 Liberty Streot
Tuesdny, July 6
8 p.m,

Introduction: 1989 Trout
. Derby winner, Eric M. Petersqn

@ Presentution: Co-Chairs,
Jim McGlincy and Penny Lehto
- Governor Warnor Maneion
Development Committee

pdate.

M Consideration to ratify pur-
chase agrecment for the Farm-
ington Civic Theatro,

@ Consideration to npprove
Civic Theatre management con-
tract with MK A. Ine. of Wixom.

@ Consideration to approve
reaolutions for city charter

d ballot ith

of those efforts.

As E Michasl Coalition
director, put it: “If the YMCA has already bogun
one program, why should the schoola (for exwmnple)
re-invent such a program?”

Tho roughly 36 adults ~ including both cities’
mayors and palice officials, plus ropresentatives of
the judiciary, the school district and soclal service
agenciea - listened intently as Stoven Petorsen of
Dunckel Middle School, Erin Held of Harrison
High School and Lauren Zakalik and Lindscy

k of North Far High spid:
B Parenta need to think more about what thoy
d"d; 1liko drinking and smoking — in front of their
i

W That 60 percent of Harrison students say they
don't have a strong relationship with an adult at
school;

@ That soms teachers foil to enforce dress codes
and that others luushod along \vnth their students
ot the introd of peer tion to prevent
fights between students;

& And, that high school and college atudents
from tho area want to help curtail drinking and
violence on campuses.

On o moro positive note, Zakalik told how 100
North Farmingten students gathered around their
school's flagpole the morning after the discovery of

a “hit-list” like the one in Littleton, Colo., and
declurud “We won't stand for this at our school.”

Mlchnolnon who nlso is director of the Farming-
ton district’a Snt‘c and Drug-Free Schools program,
told the gathering that, while the Coalition has
been looking to do more for kida since January,

1998 ~ “long beforc Colorado™ — that alone {sn't
enough.

*We need to reduco redundancy” in anti-drug,
anti-violence programming, she

said.
“The kida are telling us we are lwing c.mdllnhqr'
the longer redund and d

Censtis s oo

short of increases experienced by
westorly neighbors South Lyon
{41 porcoat) and Novi {(35.8 per-
cont), an iucroase of 5,000 resi-
dents ia still substantial.

Furmington, which is older
and.built up, is one of the few
cities in the country with a popu-
Iation of 10,000 or moro to show,
a decline.

Among tho 2,678 U.S. citics
with 10,000 or more poople in
1998, 1,854 or 71.9 percent,
gnhmd populntinn while thu

ing 724 lost popul
between 1990 and 1998, the U.S.
Census report said. Farmington
had 10,170 residents in 1990 and
is estimated to have 9,946 cight
years later.

Farmington officials are not
overly worried about an estimat-
«ed losa of 225 residenta.

“Remembor those arc cati~
mates,” City Manager Frank
Lauhoff seid. *I'm really unsure
how much faith to put in those

figures.

“We're going to wait for what
the new census tolls us.”

Information used in the 1880
U.S. Census included address
emiasions, which the city is
working to clear up, Lauhoff
said.

Though family sizes are gener-
ally smaller, Farmington does
experience considerabla turnover
with couples and children mov-
ing into its subdivisions, Lauhoff
8aid.

State aid is partly based on
population. Under new tabula-
tions, cities are getting less,
which ‘makes any population loss
something of a "double hit,”
Lauhoff snid.

. “When we Jose someone, it
docs mean a loss of (state
shared) revenue,” he said. “We
want to make sure everyone is
counted correctly.”

Cities such as Detroit view
U.8. Census figures as particu-

larly crucial because state and
federal aid depends on popula-
tion. Connus estimates put
Detroit below the one-million
mark, which would lead to 8 sub-
stantial revenue losa,

Another subatantial popula-
tion threshold is 100,000, though
Hills planners don’t expect to
ever reach that mark,

At most, the city will hit
90,000 during the next millenni-
oy .

“We will max out before
(100,000)," Lampi said. *We're
running out of lota and acreage.”

Bath cities plan to have public
awareness campaigns to encour-
oge people to answer the U.S.
Census. People nre worried per-
sonal information will be shared
with others, Lampi said.

“Wo want to assure them the
information is confidential,”
Lampi anid.
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Care-A-Van

July 10, 1999 12 to 4 p.m.

CANNED FOOD DRIVE

Olde World Canterbury Village
and Always Christmas Present

The Precious Moments

Olde World Canterbury Vlllnge is Open
Mon, - Thurs.: 10AM - 8PM
Frl Snt.' l0 AM - 9PM » Sun.;

10AM - 7PM

For more
information, call:
(248) 391-5700 or
(800) 442-XMAS.
www.eanterburyvillage.com

Located 3 miles

! criminal recovd and is described -
% by his attorney as “a good kid*
- from tight-knit family.

was also recontly dingnosed with
ottontion deficit disorder,
Nometh seide

“That's the problem with
rumors: How do you chase a
rumor down?” he said.

¥ . off I.75, Exii 83,
b KAREN LACOFF Michigan, now through Saturday, July 10 at North, Joslyn
k . Bervices for Karen Lacoff, 48, of Farminglon 8he is survived by daughwr, Laura Gach; pare Olde World Canterbury Village R4, just 3 miles
' Hilla, woro held July 1 at the Necly-'l‘\lmw ki ents, Gerson and Eiainc; sister, Mar-Jeanno (Art) S rt th north of Great
{. Funsral Home in Livenia with the Rev. Mark Kieft Tondler; nieces, Hali Tendler, Jana (Dan) Hurley Uppo e Lakes Crossing
*  officlating. and Kt‘lﬂl‘ Finvllgay, t:amg«mh;nl_‘.\x R:airlmld Cavalli; and Food Bank of e Matl
B born March 14, 1861 in Detroit sister-in-law, Bonnae (Dave) Findley.
g m}:!{:liﬁ?gx‘:;; lnrgngmuw. Memorial contributions can bo made to Promise Oakland County. Pl 7 -
Sho was a computer programmer for the atate of  Village, 2690 Crooks, Suite 300, Troy 48084. Donate a canned LS. Wik tie purchase
5; food item. Then 3 of a Precious Moments
. / Membership Kit, receive a
! enter to win
i VIdeo from page Al from FREE PASS FOR TWO
Always Christmas. Limiied enesiiies whLie hes fat,
¢ ing forward aftor they were The Walled Lake Western As to why someone would pos- e - o o
.‘ .hgw:aw tape.” sonlor is a fow credita shy of sibly fabricato such a story, the See store for details. pats pov Cutiomar, Sea ssere for dewlls.
Tho teon charged hag no prior  graduating, his attomey snid. Ho nttorney refused to speculate.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT ALL WEEKEND!




