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DONT BLAME CAKRIER
FOR LATE DELIVERY

‘Death: ngton Hills
man and former football
playerand coach loved his
Fighting Irish of Notre
Darne./A4

To do: Farmington Observ-
er gives some tasks for

'South t

th:7y

Jand Cable Commissi

Oal

F'ﬂ

wants to hear from cable subscribers about
what they think of Time Warner’s perfor-

mance. Hearings tak%p]ace 7 p.m. Tuesday,
Jan. 12, at Nowa City Hall.
BY T4 SIOTH The opportunity is at Southwestern
mmﬁm ot Oakland Cable Commission's public

Farmington-area residents will have
their chance to put down the remote
and rate tho job being done by area
cablo operator Time Warner, and in the

hearing, set for 7 p.m, Tuecsday, Jan,
12, at Novi City Hell, 46176 w. 10

Mile. .

“We're trying to reach the person sit-
ting on the couch grumbling about
cubla,: said Caron Collina, SWOCC

proceas help determine whethor a
“ lusive” franchise bo a

or not.

director. “Got off that couch

rmington Hills for 111 years

Cable viewers asked to sp

According to Colline, peoplo should
not hold back comments if others at the
hearing say whut’s on their mind, :

“If 100 people get up and say the
same thing, that sends a different mes-
ange than ono person eaying it,” said
Collins, : o

Tho hearing, safid SWOCC communi-

ty relations coordinator Molanie
.Young, is “part of the franchise rcnew-

process,” ane that must follow strict -

-federal cable act guidolines, )
Colling said that the cities of Farm-

ington, Farmington Hills and Novi con- |

tinue to be served by Time Warner —
oven though the original 16-year non-
Tugi hi

P
HoméIown
oy iy a7 s fep Yeeesmy
Putting you In touch
with your world

+ B 199 UlomsTown Commenlostious Nevwwek, ia
ak out

) 1

in May 1997, With a non-exclusive,
agreement, “any other cable operator
‘can como in here ... however, competi-
,-tlve cable.operntors (in an area) aré

protty rare.” L
. Since the pact expired, Collins safd;
“Wo have had a number of extensians,
mutually agreed upon, which are now
day to day, pending resolution” of the
‘franchise renewal process., [T

During Tuesday’s hearing, questio:

and comments from the public will'bo
answered by Time Warner representa:
tives. All SWOCC commissioners and
officials from the three cities will be on

elected officials to accom-
plish in the new year./A6

and speak up.”
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Festlval: The Plymouth
International Ice Sculp-
ture Spectacular in down-
town Plymouth, Jan. 13-
18, is the oldest and
largest ice carving event
in North America./EL

Music: Blues singer/boo-
gie woogie pianist Al Hill
has been told he should
put his music to CD./E1
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1 injured in pair
of New Year’s
shooting incidents

BY LARRY O'CONNOR PN IRTE,
STAFF WRITER o DR RSCL)
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Two New Yenr's shooting incidonts in
Faorminglon Hills left one man injured and th.

tage of the an

Blast off! Not all was%!oom aLnd

another feeling fortunate he wasn't hurt.

A Hills man, 20, was taken to Botsford
Hospital after accidentally shooting himself
in the foot New Year's Day morning.
Another man roported a stray bullet com-
ing into house, likely part of the New .

Year's celebration of shooting guns into the BY LARRY O’CONﬁOR

air, b N glx)" TiM SMITH

* The man injured by a gunshot was not wwuumm!

involved with any holiday revelry, Hilla mﬁhn;&m,‘“

police said. The victim suffored a shotgun . -

area r dug

Farmington folks cope with snow blitz

shut down Monday, extending the
holidny break another day (see reiat.
ed story).

Besides kids yipping and yelling
while carcening down the sled hill

miles of roadway. .

wound to hia right foot, which entered the

-Fy
instop and exited the bottom. Buck shot hard and doep, but managed to

on Shi the metallic scrape
of snow ahovols could be heard

doom when heavy snow hit the area. Students Leah Taber and Kristen Greyson took advan-
ded down the sledding hill behind the Farmington School Board office.

crews had cleared 75 pereent of 203 quar&'ncnt, “There's no place to put

Road Commission of Oakland
County and Michigan Department of .
Transportation handled the county,
and state roads, respectively, .

*“The snow depth is a problom. A

STArP POTO Y BiLL BrrsLrn

this stufl.”

According to Farmington Depart-
*ment of Public Works Director Kevin
Gughman, the amall city did “very
well compared ta somo other areas.”

" By Monday afternoon, most Farm-

was gtill in the wound when police arrived
ot the hospital,

Initially, the victim told police ho waa
wounded while walking on westbound
Independenco when he heard gunfire. Offi-
cera doubted the story because the wound

shovel their way through the first  throughout both cities.

snowblast of 1999,

The 14 inches of white stuff
dumped en the area Saturday and
Sunday-brought a halt to post New

Yecar's Day activities and travel

Farmington Hills Public Works
tapped mochanics, supervisors,
lat and

engineering inapectors to plow sub-
division strects. By noon Monday,

foat of anow in one day is out of the :

norm,” §aid Dan Rooney, Hills Pub-
lic Works director. “That slows you
down,”

And, summed up Gary Goas, direc.
tor of the Farmington Public Safoty

ington subdivisions were plowed, na

* wore 10 city parking lots, with DPW

crows working continuously from
8:30 a.m. Saturday to 8 p.m. Sun-
day, Gushman said. They were back

appeared to bo caused by a shot from close

plans. Farmington Public Schools
range. R

Plcase sce BUTZ, A3

He Inter told police the shotgun went off
whilo ho was unloading it.

*Ho admitted later in the afternoon it
was a falso polico report,” anid Assistant
Chief Chuck Ncbus, who added investiga-
tors are reviewing the matter,

‘The victim was able to movoe the foot but
hnd no fecling in his toes. Botsford Hospi-
tal brought in a specialist to examine him.

A Cotednel Strect resident had a stray
bullet como into his house New Year's Eve.
No one was injured.

-sno homeowner told police he noticed a
bullet hole after one of the bedroom lights
didn't work. He saw debris on the carpet
and noticed a bullet hole in the wall.

Police dotormined the shot traveled
through the north exterior wall, through an
open closct door and hitting the cover plate
on the outlet box.
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3 H1ary Proto iy JinL BRI
Eager: Special Services Director
Dave Boyer has a lot on his
plate in the new year.

New director hits grdt_irid running

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTATF WRITER
locannor@oo.homecomm.net

From devotees of impressionistic art to those who merely
want to leave an impression of a bat on a baseball, Dave
Boyer's job is to keep them busy. *

The Farmington Hills specinl services director is a pied
piper to dissimilar tastes and interests, which ranges from
figure skoters to bird watchers, from senior Olympians to
art aficionndos.

.m
B HILLS SPECIAL SERVICES .

the Eleven Pines praperty into a sparkling addition to city-
owned San Marino Gulf Course, which ia going to increase

from nino to 18 holes, Boyer and the Parka and Recreation
and B ificati issions are expected to offer advice
during the process. .

Boyer will also be hiring a new cultural arta director. The
ition will be' b d up from part timo to full time;

Only two montha on the job, the former 1d aseis-
tant parks and recrention dircetor found the Hills depart-
ment o well-run outfit, despito belng without a permanent
lender for several months.

The previous director, Dan Potter, retired carlior in the
year. In thoe interim, then-Assistant City Manager Stove
Broek filled in until Boyer was hired.

“I'm renlly pleascd with the operation that is here,” Boyer
said. “Dan Potter did a nico job eatablishing the department
and getting it to the point where it is.”

1ho new man is kickstarting a fow things, though.

Within the year, th: clty'will formalize plana to dnvelnp',

which ia one of four Special Services jobs upgraded to-4B.
hours this year. C ..

At present, the doparthient has 38 full-time atafl mem-
bors and twice as many part-time employees. o

Boyer haa a watchful eye on a few other proceedings:

M Founders Sports Park soccer fiolds are getting an over-
haul, With tho addition of three new pitches, the city will
boast six premiet ficlds at tho Eight Mile Road site, which
could lure top-flight tournaments and teams. M

A Pleaso sco BOYER, A2
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