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P MIKE

admit it: 'ma
ucker for a
sandheld.

Starting with
the Sharp Wiz-
ard, -then the

on it.

B1 type thison a tiny Iittle marvel of a imachine
. called tha Jornada 820, from Howlatt-Packard.:
it's small, but not so small you can't easily type

'lee true love, personal digital assistant hard to ﬁnd

Mike chd.und reports about
computers and the Internct. His .
ngh Tech ’l’a!k cport airs on
NBC

every Saturday nnd Sundny on
TatkRadio 1270, in
Detrait. He ls the'author‘of aix
books about the Internct and can
be reached through his webpage

under hundhold computers.
-If you want to learn more
" “ibout the Windows CE npnrnung
systom, check out the Mi
site (www.microsoft.com).

acrosa
the country and his PC Talk

Apple Nowton,
through several
incarnationa of
. the Palm Pilot
{the Pro and tho
Palm II), on to
Windows CE
palmtops from
Casio and NEC
nnd oven the eredit-card sized
Rex, I have tricd them all,
- But none offercd a meaningful
relationship.
I crave computer convenience.
I want a PDA (personal | dlfmul
line my life, |

MIKE
WENDLAND'

For two wecks now, I've tried
to transition between paper (my

klin Planner) and ¢
da).

radio show airs from 4-6 p.m.

at ww.pemiké.com

on to look up several phone nnm-
bers for cellular calls I peeded to
make,

(my. the
daily nuws page on my l“rﬂnklin
Planner is blank.

The Jornada is powered by ‘an

upgraded veraion of Microsolt's
CE operating system called CE
Pro, though Microsoft says it is
gaing to change that name to
avoid confusion, And whilo it is

- 1ot me losu the big and bulky i

-Franklin Pianner, to keep track ;
.- of appointments, contacts, tasks, :
mcmou and tho miscellancous.
- But, like true love, the perfect
-device has been hard to find.
-* After the initial rush and the
firat flirtations with the others, I
alwaya, roluctantly, returned to
.the trusty old Franklin Planner.
... But now, finally, I think my
cart has been truly won by a
andheld.
*I type this on a tiny little mar-
‘vcl of a machine called tho Jor-
nada 820, from Hewlott-
Packard. It's smal), but not so
amall you cun't casily type on it.
chghmg in at 2.6 pounds, mea-
nunng 9.7 inchea long by seven
inches wide and 1.3 inches thick,
it’s much smaller than my
Monarch-sized Franklin Plan-
=~ ner. B
< Yot this dovice has an 8.2 inch
colur LCD screen that is casy to
‘read in any light, containe all
the familinr Windows ‘98 pro-
grams I use on my desktop com-
puters, n built-in 66K modem, a
*."web browser and an c-mail pro-
Cgram. s
The Jornada lists for $999,
t!wugh you can.buy it from
.online computer Web sites or
through some of the big comput-
cr stores for as little as $860,

‘near as powerful as a
full-fledged Windows 98 or a
'Pentium computer, the Jornada
in quick enough to satisfy my en-

© the-go necds,

It comes with n stondard 16
mcguhytnu of memory that can
easily bo oxpanded by buying
optional PC memory storage
cards that plug into slots on the
side, One of the features I like
best about the Jornada is its
“instant on” nbility, meaning
that there’s no time delay when
you want to use it. Hit the
“on/ofi” button and, instantly it's
up and running, :ompmd to the
normal 90-second or more “hoot
time” for a full-featured luptop or
desktop.

There is no floppy disk drive.
’l'he Jornadu is meant to “synch-
up” with your main desktop PC.
Plug a_serial cablo between the

two and the files are automati-.

eally synchronized. You can drag
and drop specific files from one
machine to the other with ease.

All that’s great, But what I.

like best is the battery life.

1 started this day at 6 a.m. and
took the Jornada to'a video shoot
in the morning, where I logged
camera shots, wrote a seript,
aven checked my e-muil a couple
of times. In the car, an raute to
other appointments, I turned it

This aft , during several
mootings, 1 whipped it out to
check mny calendar and used it to
make notes, I evari’ran 'a short
PowerPoint prosefitation from
my Jornada to show a group of
business associates a Wob site
I'm developing.

:Now, in a restaurant in ‘Birm-
mghnm, I'm writing this column
at the table while I wait for my
wife to show up for dinner. HP
advertises 10 hours with the
standard battery, 15 or moro’
with an extended power unit. I ~
just checkod my battery status.
‘After all my usago today, it show
I still have 66% of my. battery

wor,

Last week, I took it on a two-
day road trip and used it exten-
sively without recharging. Thero
was still enough battery power
to write e business propeaal on
the return flight to Detroit,

How much do I like the Jorna-
da? So much so that I bought it,
even though ns a high tech
roporter I probably could have
talked the PR people at HP into
lending it to me as an evaluation
umi.

* Ono noon hour test drive on it
at Comp USA waos enough to
persuade mo to plop out my cred-
it card. I've seen a lot of hand-
helds. This one stole my heart.
I'm still amitten, two weoks
later.

Oops ... there's Mrﬂ. PC Mike
now, She thinks me enough of
nerd that I'd better turn this off
hefore she gets to the table. If
you want to learn moro about
tho Jornada, go to the HP site on
the net (www.hp.com) and look

COUNTY NEWS

" The Inaugural Ceremony to
swear-in the County Commis-
sioners was held Jan. 5.

The 26 membor board has
cight newly-clected members:
Michelle Friedman-Appel (D-

Oak Park, Huntington Woods),
Ron Colassanti (R-Highland,
Miiford), David N. Galloway (R~
White Lake, Independence
Township), Tim W, Melton (D-
Auburn Hills, Pontiac), William
R. Patteroon (R-Oxford, Rose,

fine furniture
Brandon), Terry Sover (R-Farm- 240 North an Streep © PLYMOUTH 734-459-1300
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Why settle for

anything less than
“just your style?" -

» Nint Differms Armt Stylos
» Four Sofis Lengihs

o Thr Masching Choirs
 Skirted, o Three .2 Styles

* Tuo Wind-Trim Bases

» Phuh or Supportize Seating Confor.

» Pillow o Puliuner Back Styles

o Sectianal or Sofabed Asvilable

* Oter 1,000 distinctive fbria 1o
fatly compliment your deoe

* Sun. 1

George W. Suarez (D-Madison
Hoights, Royal Onk).

All of the Commissioners serve
a two-year term that will end
Dec. 31, 2000,
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TO ANNOUNCE THE GRAND OPENING OF THE !
MERLE AND SHIRLEY HARRIS BIRTHING CENTER

AT HURON VALLEY-SINAI HOSPITAL (HVSH) ...

an innavative concept designed around the needs af expectant mothers

and thelr familles. The Harris Birthing Center features maternity care

with private labor, birth, recovery and postpartum rooms - as well

as many other and services, to

administer epidurals 24 hours a day. HVSH also offers experts in

high-risk pregr and genetics -

per
and innovatlve procedures developed through The Detralt Medical

Center's partnership with Wayne State Unlversity. wern St bty "

= Huron Va!
Sinal Hospl(!l
TO SEE HOW COMFORTABLE AND CONVENIENT HAVING
A BABY CAN BE, CALL THE HARRIS BIRTHING CENTER AT MILES AHEAD.
248/360-3470 FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TQ SCHEDULE A TOUR. MINUTES AWAY.
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