Sunday
January 10, 1999

Hills City Council recon-
venes for the first time
after the holidays 7:30
‘pm. in city hall.

Work blahs: Farming-
ton/ Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerce
and Botsford Hospital
host “Prescription for
Burnout” 11:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. at Botsford
Commeons Assisted Living
Center, 31400 Archwood.
Cost is $5 a person. Infor-
mation: 474-9235

Speakers: The Council of
Homeowners Associations
of Farmington Hills will
meet at 7 p.m. with social
time and follow at 7:30
p.m. with a regular, meet-
ing in lower level meeting
room at the Farmington
Hills Library on 12 Mile
Road. Speakers ara Jim
Stark of the Northwest
Gazette and Joanne Mal-
iszewski, editor of the
‘Farmington-Observer.-The
. meeling is open to the
public.

ZBA: The Farmington
Hills Zoning Board of
Appeals will meet at 7:30
.m. at Farmington Hills
City Hall, 31555 11 Mile.

Diverslty visit: Farming-
ton Branch Public
Library hosts its annual
“Carousel of Cultures” 7
p.m. People can learn
dances, crafis or tastes
foods from around the
world.

Informal: An informal
writing class is offered at
1 p.m. every Thursday at
the Senior Center in
Farmington Hills. Every-
one is welcome. Call 473-
1830.
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Farmington Hills residents aren't
warming up to upstart natural gas
i i king on

their doors.
They have frightened gome residents
and irritated police and pram(glcd !.510

Farmington Hille residents began complaining
in August about representatives from natural
gas companies, who are not taking out the

$25 permit required by city ordi-
nance. One company has been ticketed.

BY LARRY O'CONNOR

sion to get involved. With deregulntion
of utilities, the door-to-door reps are
actively soliciting new customers.

Tho problem is they'ro not taking out
the $25 pormit required by city ordi:
nance,

Residents started camplaining to the
city and police in August about the
sales visits.

without a permit is misde-

city's C Pr i

meanor, which {f convicted carries up

Gas companies fuel residents’ anger

to a $500 fino and 90 days in jail.
Police ‘have issucd ona ticket to one
1 repr ing o gas 3
Authorities aro not questioning th

- company’s legitimacy but are worried

about residents’ safety.

“They've been asking to sce copies of
old gas bills,” Farmington Hills police
Sgt, Tim Swenson said. “(The resi-
dents) were a little leery about showing
them this information.”

A Stamon Court resident is thinking
about phening nn attorney to get out of
a deal his wife signed. Tom Hervin said
‘his wife signed with Energy Amcricn
on tho promiso of receiving a rehate.

He immedintely tried to phone the
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Putting you in touch
with your world

fom umunlcations Network, Ine.

company and rcturned a letter allow-
ing him to rescind the offer. He's not
heard from tho company.*It's a classic
runaround,” Hervin said. “They got
what they wanted and they're not
around.” .

His wife, who is from the Philippines,
asked the solicitor if he hed a license
and he said ho did but didn’t show it.
What makes Hervin particularly angry
is the salea rep walked off with part of
his Consumers Encrgy bill. )

“I have a giant shredder. I don't give
out personal information to anyone,”
Hervin snid, “Who knows what they're
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narrow
the gap

By TiM SyITH
BTATF WRITGR
tanlth@ochomecomm.net
Senior ndults and middle school stu-
. donta are using cyberspace to narrow the
generation gap and find out they have
moro in common than they might thiak.
"They're doing it through “Computer
Buddies,” & Farmington Cammuaity Edu-
cation pilot program teaming 10 seniors
and solected East Middle Schicol students.
8lde by side, teens and those with
decades mors life experience collaborated
on the computers, printing out nddress
labols, creating holiday grecting cards,

_ wiorking on budget spread shueta, Perfott-

ing a Beanie Baby Web sito wae tho team
_.of olghth-prader Michael Bmithy 13,:and

*““gentor citizdii Fraacla Houttekier!

Meansshiie, eighth-prader Scott Morris,
13, and Ruth Beno, who turns 70 on Jan.
16, tenmed up at the keyboard to work on
a family treo for Beno.

“I'm getting a betrer understanding ‘of
the computer, which I never used until
October,™ Beno said. “It' an introduction
to computers, but it's nlso an introduction
to another century of children.”

Bono noted how tolerant and coopera-
tive youngsters can be, while Scott merely

. Pleaso seo BUDDIES, AS

Man dies
In van on
freeway

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFF WRITER
loconnorGoc.homecomm.net

Michigan State Police say a 44-year-
old man whose body was found inside
a van stranded on 1-276 in Farmington
Hitls died from accidental earbon
monoxide poisoning.

The man identified as William Turn-
er worked for Shining Star Carpet
Cleaning. He was found in the van on

STATY PioTo Y BILL HRESLER
Bridging the gap: Geri Murray learns how to make labels
with some help from her buddy, Aatif Jaleel. Teacher Bar-
bara McCune watches the lesson.

the freoway's southbound shoulder
between Eight and Nine Mile shortly
nfter noon Jan. 6.

The Oaklapd County Medical Exam-
iner determined he died of acute car-
bon monoxide poisoning. It's not known
how long he'd been dead.

A gas-p ed cleaning
which was running when his body was
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Report: Expand full-day kindergarten sites

By TiM SMITH
AT

ST WRITER
tsmilh@ochomecomm.net

The report, formally accepted Tues-
day by tho school board, was detailed
by officinls in mid-December. At that
time, officiala stjres_sed that the exten-

Doing more to welcomo familics and
young children into tho ed ional
mix is a provalent theme in compre-
hensive early childhood committee rec-

dations for Far Public

Schools.

sive are a starting
point, and need to somehow be merged
“within” the preceding elementary

study report, said James Myers, execu- -

tive director for K-12 student servicea,

“We're going to have to continuc to
roview our efforts,” Myers said. “...
What we're doing in (the) early child-
hood study daes not stand alone and
can't stand alone. Education really is a
lifelong process, starting at birth.”

~One of the rccommendations, which
were research-driven, is to expand
Educare, a tuition-based (2,000 annu-

ally) full-day kindérgarten program,
from four sites (Alameda, Fairview,
Forest, Hillside) to ns many as possi-
ble.

The district, however, wants the pro-
gram to be something all families have
access to, which is why tuition scholar-
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L . - STArY 13070 BY KL BAzSLER
Caring: Dr. William Hryniuk, M.D., director of the breast cancer clinical program consults
with patient Marcia Davis.

Compuware
managers

lend a hand

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER
loconnor€oe.hamecommNET
People often remem-
ber when to give gifts,

but sometimes thoy give B Man-

gifts because they aim-

ply need to remember. ag‘ers
With the Iatter in talsed

mind, Compuware’s $3.8 mil-

Thomns Costello Jr. is

one of 74 scnior man- lion for

agers at the Farmington the Bar-

Hilis-based computer bara Ann

software corporation

who contributed n hefty Karmanos

sum in the ongeing fight Cancer

against breast cancer. Institute.

Manngers raised $3.8
million for the Barbnra
Ann Karmanos Cancer
Institute,
nam~d in honor of Com-
puware founder Peter Karmanos® wife,
who dicd in 1989 from the discase.

which is
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