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* Visiting threo Boltle capitals =
Copenh Qslo nn i

- last summer made for some
mletcutmg contrasts and com-

++parisons of these cosmopolitan

~cities on the Baltic Sca.

<. Copenhagen is like a fairy tale

_written by one of its famous

* sony, with its whimsical Tivoli
qudcns, its cityscape punctuat-
ed by towering spircs and its

_ stotues of Hans  Christian
Anderson and The Little Mer-

muid.

* Oslo is its serious counterpart,

¢+ 'with its compelling musoum

tracking Norway’s resistance to”

* the Nazis, its collection of the
-works of one of its famous sons,
the peinter Edward Munch, and
© its reputation for promoting
worldwide peace and human
rights.
* Helsinki is probably the most
culturn] of the three cities, with
. i!n‘qpoctnculnr Ax:g Nouvnm:

re ned
Finnish architects Alvar Aalto
“and Eliel Saarinen, its monu-
ment to and concert halls named
in honor of composor Jean
Sibelius and its recently oponed

- Kinsmn Muscum of Modern Art.

We npcnt the most timo in
where our high-ri

accommodations in o hotel exud-
ing Danish Modern design over-
looked Tivoli. This came in par-
ticularly handy for watching the
twice-weekly fireworks display,
as well as the spcniul red and
white (Denmark’s national col-
‘ors) spectacular which followed
“the Danes close match with
Brazil in the quarter finals of the
Warld Cup.
© We found it a young, open city
which includes an alternative

*-lifestyle neighborhood known as .

Christiania, claimed by modern

" *"day hippies. Occupnnts don'’t

pluy taxes and do openly buy,
‘sell and use marijuana and
hashish, but we also saw signs
wnming ngninst hard drugs.
Qur only criticism of Capen-

~» hagen was of the food, which is

* expensive and not very good. The
_exception was the ico cream

cenes, served along the Stroget,
the milolong, podestrian-only
shopping streot, whera solt ico
cream dipped in a cocoa-like
powder might have been the best
I've ever tasted.

We learned the most about
Copenhagen on a walking tour .
led by nn American musicolagist
who haa lived there for a dozen
years, studying ancient Danish
music, Each day he tokes
English-speaking tourists to var-
ious parts of the city.

Copenhagen, much mrore than
Oslo or Helsinki, is a city of bicy-
clea. Danes poy, our American
guide told us, the highest per-
centage of their income for social
sorvices of any Scandinavian
country. Since it’s hard to accu-
mulate money for a car, much
less a house, niost of Copen-
hagen appears to ride bikes and
live in rental units.

However, cars and private
homes abound in both Oslo and
Helsinki. It was in Oslo that we
visited metro-Detroiter David
Hermelin, now tho U.8. Ambas-
sador to Norway. After a tour of
the American Embassy, which
sits convoniently across from the
palace and gardens of Norway's
king, weo drave to.the Ambas-
asador's Residence, where the
hause and grounds take up a full
city block,

1t was Hermelin who told us
how wealthy Norway has
become, thanks to its oil
deposits, but that they have not
lot their wealth alter their cul-
ture or the seriousness of their
vision. Part of that vision
includes reaching out to other
nations and promoting dialogue.
It’s no fluke, Hermelin soys, that
meetings for the Oslo Peace
Accord and Ottawa Treaty on
Land Mines were held in Oslo,

It was his wife, Dorcen, who
told us that the Norwegians,
who endure some long, cold and
dreary winters, have a philoso-
phy that there is no bad weath-
er, just bad dreesing for that
weather. She says mothers with
weather-proofed carringes and
strollers are outside in all tem-
peratures and climates. And that

mnnufncturers of chnldrens out-
orweor tag them with the tem-
peraturo range lhey promct
against.

Hormelin said wo should not
miss the Norwegian Resistance

Museum, and he was right. Pho-’
tographs, newspaper clippings, *

films and objects detail the con-
tinuing acts of defiance against
the five-year Nazi occupation.
Teachers refused to allow thelr
students to be militarized; the
clergy repeatedly raged agninet
thoe Nazi edicts; and Munch, who
died at 81 during tho occupation,
refused to join an “Honorary Art
Council” boing formed by the
Quisling government.

The Munch Museum, housing
many works hy the expressionist
Norwegian artist, gavo,us a.now
understanding of this mdy prob-
nbly beat known for ‘hiyphin
ings “The Seream.” As my hiis.
band wrote in the journal he

kept of the trip: “Probably the’

most emotional art exhibit any-
where = but what terrible emo-

- tions, Nearly every subject, cape-

cially all the females, are in
anguish. Easy to see tho influ-
ence of other artists — Cezanne,
Renoir, Gauguin, Munot all

Berne visits
a sculpture
of Finland’s
great com-
poser Jean
Sibelius in
Helsinki.

Punvo Nurmi, “the Flying Finn"
in front of the Olympic Stadium,
and the Jean Sibelius Memorlal
in Sibelius Park. "

This city is a visunl dolsght its
spacicus streets interaper
with many gardens'ang puvks.
Both the design of the ity and

echoed, Quito an

Visitors, we aro told, arc more
impressed with Vigeland Sculp-
ture Park than Oslo'a residents.
But it’s hard not to be captivated
by the 192 full-size nculptums of
men, women and mod-

its archi ¢ shuw ‘tho influ-
enco of its previous conguerors,
Sweden and eapecially Russin,
But meodern day architects
have their day ns well. The rail-
rond nLutmn degigned in 1918 by

eled in the nude by Norwegian
sculptor Gustav Vigeland with-
out asaistance of students or
other artiets, Ho also designed
the architectural setting and the
layout of the 80-acre-grounds
which are part of Frogner Park,

Well-traveled friends, Sandy
and Larry Altman of West
Bloomfiald, told us: “If you sce
nothing clse in Oslo, you must
see this.” As you walk among the
sculptures, you are confronted
with the full range of human
relationships from lnrth to
death.

Helsinki, also, has more than
its share of public art, including
the wonderful statues of Fin-
land’s Olympic gold medalist
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is a notable ple of
modern architecture, as is the
newly opened Kiasma, the muse-
um of contemporary art,
designed by American architect
Steven Holl,

We stayed in Copenhagen for
three days before boarding a
eruise ship where Osjo and
Helainki were two of scvqn ports
of call. Our shorter experiences
there point up the problems of
cruising to as opposed to actually
staying in any mojor city,*

We certainly got much more of
a feel for Copenhagen. If we nre
lucky enough ta ever revisit Oslo
and Helsinki, I would not do it
frotnia crulse ship. .

“ihedith Dnnfcr Bcruc, a West
EIoamf cld Tl den

Beautlful Copenhagen: A bird provides a crown for
Denmark’s world-famous author, Hans Christian
Anderson.
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