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8 the city’s No. 1 buyer,

o ured out just how to fita

mand unit and 8,000 tonus of
road salt into her shopping
cart. - r— E
But she's acquired n diccrime
inating eyo for goods and ser«
Sieoviees, . )
<. Hor skill as sonior buyer and
* splondid attitude have regis-
.. tered with her colloagues:
Monico bas beon named the
city of Farmington Hills
Employoe of the Year.
&~ *Monico, who has worked as
© the city's senfur buyer for 212
yoara, will be honored with
other employees at the start of
the: Hille eity council meeting
Monday night. Colleagues
nominate candidates for the

Hills top

Kelly Monico hasn't fig- ..

fire truck, police mobile com- .

goln price. . - e
Monicd works closely with
the various department heads.
Sho geta them to come up with
tho specifications on cguip-
mont they need and thon
sends those requiremen? to
Jwppliers to bid on, "
Somotimes the lowest bid is
novithe best one, Monico eaid.
The oquipment has to mako

~the grade first. A recent a
* $60,000 fire engine ipcluded.

yequiramonts for a Dotroit
_ Diesel engine, freightline sus-
pengion and o *hale” pump.

“A lot times ohe is net tho
.one making the decision, but

* she is tho uno making sure all
. the players are involved and

everyauo ts focused on what
needs to be done,” said Mike
Lasloy, Hills Central Services
dircctor,

Hor cffervesconce; holps '

draw other city employees
together. :

%' top employee honor, which is
. dbya

eN App

Monico will gratefully accept
. the award, Sho just won't

accept shoddy snrvice.
“Personally as a shoppor, I'm
very, picky,” said Monico, who
worked as a rotail buyer before
joluing the. public soctor.
“Wherever we g0, I expect the
1l which

ly, sho started a book
club for city cmployees that
has grown to 26 members. The
Wayne State University grada
uate majored in English and
remnins an avid reader, con-
suming up to two books a
wetk, :
Hor reading time is

d in t work and

service to be
isn't nlways what my husband
axpects.”
. .Sometimes to her husband
Gary’a surprise, she'll stand up
- and walk out of a restaurant if
the silverware is blotchy or the
service is slow. . -
*I'm not shy,” she said. "Any-
one around here will tell you
that”
Taxpayers benefit from such
fusainosa, Monico strives to got
tho beat equipment at a bar-

q in
family, which includes her
husband and 4-year-old son
Tony. The Monicos live in
Farmington. . N
The book group includes 25
women and one man, Hills fire
Lt, Michael Garr. Se far, niem-
bers have picked “Education of
the Little Tree,” “Tho Note-
book" and “Divine Secrots of
Ya Ya Sisterheood” to read.
Garr is sti] weiting his turn to
selecet a titlo, Monico said.
“We're always laoking for

HTAry PEOTA BY DL DozOSY

Best Buy: . Kelly Monico, senior buyer for Farmington Hills, scarches for the best prices for everything,
from paper clips to fire trucks.

anotlier man,” Mogico said in
roferonce to the number of
“chi¢ books® they've read so
ar, . .
Monico has done a lot to
hrenk down barriors between
city departments, Lasley said,
Hear outgoing demeanor and
fierce attention to dotail ie a

far cry from the wonian who
first sat before him during o
job interviev.

“1"d thought she'd be a little
timid,” Lasley said. “But on
the contrary, she'a a very bub-
bly person.”

When Monlico worked as n
buyer for o bigh-end retailer in

fowa, she never imagined tho
day she'd be purchasing fire
trucks, rond salt or evea taxi-
dérmy acrvices, which are vied
to stuff animals as part of Spe-
cinl Services naturalist

+ exhibits.

“P'm just grateful to have a
small part in community ser-

vice,” Monicoe said. *I'm B
amazed ut the work theae peo-
ple do ~ the police, fire and

-DPW. I'm gled Pm gble to got |

them the cquipment to do
thetr job.*

MILITARY NEWS.

. Arm'r Pvt. Thomas C. Yakes
has griduated fram the light-
wheeled vehicle mechanic course
at Fort Jackson, Columbia, 8.C.

. During the course, the student

assemblies, and associated Whittington, Farmington Hills,
equipment.

Yakes is the son of Thomas E.
and Donna L. Yokes aof 21671 Hills.

He is a 1998 graduate of Har-
rison High School, Farmington

refflect:

celebrate life’s milestones

{vas trained to perform mainte-
nanee and assist in the repnir of
automotive vehicle systems,

Two men
sought in
robbery

As a Farmington Hills night
clerk recently found out,
cigarettes can also lead to armed
robbery,

Hills polico are looking for two
men who held up the Shell sta-
tion on Northwestern and Mid-
dlebelt early morning Jan. 6.
The pair mado off with $250 and
three packs of Newports.

Around 1 a.m,, the night clerk
was salting the pavement out-
sido the station when he noticed
a car on the east side of the
building. Ho saw a man go inside
the station and go behind the
counter.

As the man reached to grab
three packs of cigarettes from
abaove, the clerk grabbed him tho
shoulder. The man atuck his
hand inside his coat pocket to
indicate he had o gun and
ordered the clerk to empty the
cash register.

A second man wearing a black
nylon mask camo inaide the sta-
tion and held an ice serapor over
his head in o threatening man-
ner towards the clerk, who com-
plied with the robbers’ request.

After the bandits got the
mancy, they ordered the 27-year-
old male clerk out into the sor-
vice bay while they escaped.
They drovo off southeast on
Northwestern in a late madel
Ford Probe or Taurus, police
reports said.

-“Qne robber is described as o
medium built black male in his
mid.20s. He was wearing blue
jenas and & mid-thigh length
grecn cont. Tho other is believed
to be o black man, 6-fect to 62
in height. He wae wearing & blue
cont with n hood as well as a
nylon mask. L

Anyone with information is

asked to phone Farmington Hills

rerlect

give nature

withi you

just $70 when you scﬁedu\a by January 31, 1998,
Give your halr the voluma and body you elways wanted with
the 1SO texturizing wave. Selected stylists only.

“Jacobs

]

m}

a little help
haircut-and 'styling .
IS0 texturizing - wave!

Salon & Spa.

ons

Pochwster ¢ (248} 851-6000

SHOPPING HOURS *+ MON-SAT 10-8 « OPER SUN AT NOON

Collection Show
Children's

In Livonia
10 am to 1 pm

In Rochester
3 pm to 6 pm

collection. Represénta
Mellen West will be'_’ﬂ <

Saturday, January 16 .

available {0 assisteas—r-
with your selectiong:xesr

Gift Cortificates

Jacobsons

Birmingham » {248) 644-6900  Livonia ¢ (734) 591-7698  Rochester « {246) 851-8000

SHOPPING HOURS * MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON

Complimentary Sitver Gift Box

J Charge ]

police at (248) 473-9695.




