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Educare expansion eyed

Mycrs said the committee rec-
dation to

expand Ed
is alrendy being acted on. With
AT d

preschool aga children, from
birth, have “windows of opportu-
nity for dovelopment in langunge
and physical cognitive skills
(that) will naver bo matched at
any other stage” of development.

“That informntion (rescarch) is

an vye on P
in Februory, familics are being
mailed aurveys asking about
their intorest in Educare. Also,
additional school sites aro being
explored and *we hope to secure
funds that would assist neody
families.”

Partial or full scholarships
might be available through the
district’s Community Service
Fund. The fund has less than 20

pereent of the $8.6 miition

Durant lawsuit settlement from
the state, carmarked for various
“equity and excellenco efforts,”
said Superintendent Bob Max-
field. -

Several other oarly childhood
recommendations include: imple-
menting home-based visits;

bringing infonts or toddlora into

schools for special, interactive
classes; piloting nll-day pro-
grams for preschoolers; support-
ing parents as edueators of their
own children.

A catalyst for many recom-
mendantions in the plan is the
continuing research of how the
child's brain dovelops, and how
youngsters learn.

Windows open early

“The proliferation of studies in
¢arly childhood clearly demon-
strate the incrediblo rate at
which the brain develops during
this carly stage of lifo,” said

. Mary Lou Somerville, Alameda
: ‘Early Childhood Center and

committee member, during the

! Dec. 156 preacntation to board
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MARY L. KRUOER -

Mary Louiso Kruger, 79, of
Farmington Hills died Jan. 4 at
LH.S. Nursing Home,

She is survived by doughter
Brenda Roule of Farmington
Hills; and grandson, Robert.

Funeral services were Jan. 6
at Heeney-Sundquist Funeral
Home in Farmington with the
Rav. Neil Ellison officinting.
ADEUA PALUZZI

Adelin Paluzzi, 86, of South-
ficld died Jan. 6 nt Wiiliam
Beaumont Hospital in Royal

Mrs, Paluzzi was n homemak-
or.

She is survived by son Roceo of
Southfiold; daughters, Eleanora
(Robert) King of Florida and
Emma (Michael) Robbins of Wis-

in; two brathers; four sis-

ters; nine grandchildren; and 18
great-grandchildren.

Funeral services wero Jan. 9
at St. Alexnnder Cathalic
Church in Farmington Hills with
the Rev. James B. Wright offici-
ating.

Memorial contributions can be
sent to St. Alexander Catholic
Church, 278356 Shinwassee,
Farmington Hills 48336.
JEROME F. TREJCHEL

Jerome Frank Trejchel, 80, of
Farmington Hills died Jan. 7.

He is survived by son Howard
(Lynn); daughtar Geralyn Slis;
brother Reggle; granddaughters,
Carlene and Jennifer Slis; and
grandson Seott Trejchel.

Funeral services wore Jan, 9
at St. Gerald Catholic Church in
Farmington with the Rov. Ger-
a}d McEnhill officiating.
Arrangoments made by Heeney-
Sundquist Funeral Home in
Fanmington.

Memorial contributiona can be
sent to Angela Hospice.
MARGARET L, HEDBERQ

Funeral services for Margaret
L. Hedberg, 82, of Farmington
were Monday, Dee, 28 at St. Ger-
ald Catholic Church in Farming-
ton Hills with the Rev. Gerald E.
McEnhill officiating. Thayer-
Tock Funeral Home hondled the
arrangements.

" Mrs, Hedberg, who died Dee,

28 nt the Hospice Homo in
* Farmington Hills, was born Feb.

18, 1916 in Detroit. Sho was a

* Renltor and anles agent,

Survivors include son Dan

- 'Hedberg, daughters Pat Wrazej-

Tagpart, Judy Leo, Jonnne Fitz-
patrick of Southficld and Kathy
Boucher of Livonia, 13 grand-

. childron and six great ichil

dren.

Preceding in death was her
husaband, eric,

Burial was at Holy Sepulchro

" Cemetery. Memorials may be

. sent to the Copuchin Soup
Kitchen, 1740 M. Elliott,

rather pelling ond wo really
believe the district has an obliga-
tion to begin developing appro-
priate programs add 80rViceB
earlier and more offectively,”
Somorville snid. “.., Because
learning docen't just start at age
6 and kindergarten. We know we
can have impact sooner.”
Somerville emphasized that
board approval of the recommen-
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dations would only be the first
stop, with ongoing review and
revision. L

“This is juot the beginning,”
Somerville said. “This study
moved us to just scratch the sur-
face of a renlly complicated” sub-
jeet.
Change K-12 ‘culture’.

Making more available scoper
to families would foster a_now
“culturc” in the district — educat-
ing from birth to graduation, and
not marely K-12.

“Throughout my professional.

career, carly childhood has been

5o exciting and it.still is,".

Somerville emphasized. “There

is so much untapped patential.’
Wo know our recommendationa
are ... far-reaching and challeng-

ing.

-“But we know if we get fami-
lies involved oarlier in our
schools they will have roason to
continue in public school ... and
that will pay big edueational div-
idends in lnter years.”

Amang those educators enthu-
sinstic about the plan is Joan
Firestono, early childhaod con-
sultant for Onkland Schools.

I must tell you, the amount of
time and effort and diligence put

.in (by the committee) is notewor-

thy,” Firestone said to the school
board, during tho December pre-

sentation, *I've worked with
mony of tho school districts in’
the county ... o s
“Tho things leading other dis-
tricts to explore carly childhood
aro also keeping Farmington
(schools) locking at gninqi
further and staying on thé
ting edge with what we oughtta
bo doing with young childrgn:":!7

Fireatone noted three impor->

tant redsons supporting
mittec recommendations:

1. Needs of young familiés aré
changing, with more women in
the workforce and dual carcer
Families.”

2. By getting families coramit-
ted enrlier to tho schools, “these
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45-75%

students will stay with us in’the

public schools through high
school graduation.” B
3. Research on brain develop-
“ig‘exploding to help'us
re about importance of
oars ns foundation-to
! ] oment.~
School board Yice Presidmhit
rigcilla Brouillotte was en%:i-
tic about tha reportil =
“f liko tho component-of
parental involvement,” Brouil-
lette enid, “That's critical” to the
success of the early childhood
recommendations.
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' Detroit 48207 or to the Hospice
* Homo in Southfield.




