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Oakland County welcomes its first newborn of the year

BY JENNIFER PLACINTO
STAYY WAITEL
JplacintoBoc.homecomm.net

With boxes and Hemu lcnt-
tercd about their

hoapxtnl officials. A check with
area h d the car-

New arrival

N Dollvered by Caesarean section on Friday, the

liect arrival,

“I didn’t even really realize ho
was the fi rst,” Ring aaid. ’I'hn! is,
until ate

it’s apparent Lisa Ring and
Kevin Taylor weren't quite ready
for their baby, who arrived five
wecks uurly and became the first
hnhv born in Oakland County in

or 'He ;nught us off gunrd,” Tay- '

As a winter snowstorm blan-
koted the arca last weckend,
Jacob Zachary Ring rested com-
fortably in his hospital room,
blissfully unaware of the cold cli-

came into her room and said -
‘there’s our firat baby of the
year,” ™ she added.

“The nursing staff is wonder-
ful,” Ring said. “It makes you
Jjust want to stay and have them
take care of you."

Jacob weighed in at 5 pounds 6
ounces, and for a prumnturn
baby his health is his

korn and his mother left the hospital Monday,
Jan. 4. But the delay had nothing to do with the
baby’s hoalth. More time was needed for the

mother to recover.

fine,” Taylor aaid. “He just was a

little sorall and a littla purple.”
Tha tiny brown-hnircd, blue-

eycd inl‘nnt, who swims in the

West Bloomfiold Township par-
ents said. Delivered by Caesare-
an gection on Friday, the now-

hing and dinpers his
parents could find, was wel-
comed into the world as the 10th
grandchild on both sides by his

mate. The nowborn madoe his born and his mother left the hos- o
debut at 1:37 a.m, Jan, 1 at pital Monday, Jan. 4. But the mnagn'amn":ﬁ;,haﬁ' Beverly Tay:
Huron Valley-Sinai Hospital in  delay had nothing to do with the

Commerce Township.
He was tho first bnby born in

Oakland County, according to

baby's heslth. More time was
needed for the mother to recover,
“Everything checked out just

But his cnrly fnmo didn't bring
in the cro
“Weo dldn’l have too many visi-

tors because of the snowstorm,”
Ring said.

His parents were gotting pre-
pared for the New Ycars Eve 4-
mile run on Bello Isle followed
by a celebration with friende
when Jacob decided ho wanted
to be a part of the action.

Ring, a legal secretary at
Kupelian, Ormond & Magy in
Southfield, left work around
noon and headed to her mother’s
hougo in Livonia for a Now

Year's Eve visit. But, by 2 p.m.
she wasn't feeling wall and
decided againat going to Balle

e,
Taylor, 37, told Ring to check
with her doctor and left for the

run.

“I was not concerned,” Taylor
said. *I dida't think sho was in
early labor.”

Ring aaid she, too, thought it
was too early for labor.

Taylor, an attorney with
Nitzkin & Associates in South-
field, was still planning on pick-
ing up Ring for an early dinner
out when he arrived at her moth-
er’s homo at 6:25 p.m.

But she had other plans and
Taylor was just in time to
fer to the hospital, Ring, 35, had
set a deadline for his arrival by
6:30 p.m. Her mother and broth-
er wanted to take her to the hos-

pital as soon as she got off tho
phone with her doctor, who
advised she leave as soon as pos-
sible, .

They made it to the hospital by
7 p.m. but not befure boing
delayed by a stalled van and
three doer who decided to cyoss
the road in front of them in

ixom. -
The birthing rooms were
packed when they arrived. And
like the couples befors them,
Jacob’s parents were hoping. for
a 1998 arrival for tax write-off

purposes,

*1 was watching the clock "
Taylor said. “Woe were the last to
deliver. All the others mads it by
midnight.”

But they were pretty huPlfY‘_
with their son's timing. -

Web sites drop the ball in storm coverage:

nst weckend's massivo snow-

storm showed juat how badly

e area needs reliablo and
relovant Internet Web sites.

At a time whon hundreds of
metro area meetings, church ser-
vices, sporting oventa and
schools wero forced to shut down
because of the weather, most of
the high-profile local sites had
old news or generic weather sto-

sito know it was
down? If not, the
site nceds new
managers.

If they did
notice nnd didn't
call anyone in to
fix it, well, that
shows  what
kind of priority
the Internct hos

ries, with wDIV
If there cver was a time when management. MIKE
the 'Net wos needed to communi- For the WENDLAND

cate the cancellations and cur-
rent conditions caused by the
snow emergency, it was last
weekend,

Porhapa the moat glaring
example involved Online,
the normally excellent Channel
4 Web site that has o protty
sophisticated school closing list

record; the sta-
tion says it was an unusually
high number of hits that took
the site down. Hogwash. Their
sito crashed in November when
they tried to put up the very dra-
matic video of the Hudson’s
implosion, too. Why didn't they
bother to beef up the server if it

" that the WDIV site struggied

back into service,
But WDIV wasn’t alone. It was

ing o brondcast,
How c¢lae con last weekend’s
fuil‘u;c to communicate be

a miserable g for all of
the local Web sites. WWJ radio
had wire story copy on the big
snow, WXYT Radio still had a
Christmas poem on its home
poge. And the Observer & Eceen-
tric, Detroit Froo Press and
Detroit News sites were also
mostly recirculating old news.
The lack of really usable storm
information underacores one of
my pet peeves about online news
sites. Because most are run by
outfits that publish hard copy
newspapers, or broadeast by tra-
ditional radio or television, they
are invariobly given the short
end of tho atick when it comes to
staffing, money and content.
That’s because the “old media”™

and n real time Doppler radar  couldn't handle a lot of hita? bosses who control these “new
view that allows storms to be But aeven if it did crash, media" sites are afraid of their
tracked on your PC scroen. It restarting it is simple. Internet offspring. Thoy view the

was, however, inexplicably

offline for most of the vreekend,
' Didn't any of the aupervisors

It wasn't until late Sunday
night after 1 repeatedly noted
their online absence on my PC

'Net as a competitor, & rival for
the eyes and ears of those who
they’d much rather have reading

Next time you hear one of
thoso slick promos advertising
an "old media” Web site, remem-
ber haw out of touch those sites
were last weckend.

So, what's needed?

For starters, I suggest a new
mindset for thoae who currently
run newa and information sites,

People read newspapers. They
watch television. They click
through Web sites. User studiea
show that people come to 2 Web
site to get specific information,
not to leisurely peruse the news.
‘Web sites are not rend. They are
scrolled,

A nows and information Web
site that is run by people who
understand the 'Net will be a
site that offers both immediacy
and relavancy, That meana the
site will have round-the-clock
ataffing, 7-24 connection moni-
toring and lots of interactive lists

the information they need — such
as church and school closings,
neighberhood and subdivision
news, school lunch menus, high
school sporta scores and lots of
ways to scarch for very localized
{nformation.

The Internet is not a competi-
tor for “old media.” It offers cus-
tomization features they can't
even begin to touch. But, I'm
afraid, as long as old medix
typea control the purse strings
on the news and information
sites, all we'll get m sites that
tease rather than

1 also have to be hnnut about
my own site, too. Indeed, na fate
would have it, on the very day 1
started wnung this column, my
pemike.com site crashed. My si
is hosted on the servers located
at BigNet, probably the largest
Internet service provider in the
area. But when it went down
Monday night, no one was on
duty at BigNet to my call.
So my site stayed down until
officials got my friistrated e-
mails

Re-booting the crashed server
was simplo. Getting service,
though, was not, BigNet officials
assure mo that won't happen
again, They set up an emergency -
system to handle future prob-
lema,

Cansumer deﬂmmu show -

Listen for my PC Talk radio
show 4-6 p.m. Sundny, live from
the Consumer Electronics Show
in Las Vegas on AM-1270,
WXYT.

Free newaletter

Heve you subscribed to my PC
Mike E-mail Newsletter? Details
can be found on my Web sjtea:
www.pcmike.com

Mike Wendland reports v '
about computers and the Inter-
net for NBC-televizion stations,
coast-to-coast. His radio show
is heard every weekend on -
TalkRadio 1270, WXYT. You' "~
can reach Mike through his '
Web site at wiww.pcmike.com

who supposedly manage the Web  Tolk radio program on WXYT the paper or watching ond view- and data bases t.hnt give people t.he next morning. g
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