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‘Love will ‘be the theme of.
“Classica on the Lake” 3 p.m.
Shnday, Jan. 24, in the shrine
chapel at St. Mary's College at
Crchord Lake and Commerce
Roads in Orchard Lake.

Lyric tenor David Troiano and
roprano Valerie Yova will per-

Hockin's Olympic medalist Nancy Kerrigan and Matt
illiams as everyone’s favorite couple Sandy and
Ianny from Rydell High in “Grease on Ice”

Classics on the Lake’ features

form a program they call “Sweet-
hearts” featuring operatic arins
and Brondway ducts. Tickets are
$16 nnd $25, call (248) 683-1750.

One segment of the concert,
“Love Acrass the Waters,” will
feature arias in German, Span-
ish, Palish and Italion, Another,

Grease on Icc 7:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 16; 2 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 17. at Joc Louis
Arena, 600 Civic Center Dr.,
Detroit, Tickets $40, $27.50 and
$17.60, at the Fox Theatre and
Joe Louis Arena box offices, or
Ticketmaster autlets. To charge
tickets, call (248) 646-6666 or on+
line at www.ticketmaster.com.
For information about perfor-
mance times, eall (313) 983-6606.

By KEELY WYGONTK
BTAFF WRITER
. kwygonik@oe homeacomm.not

Harding as one of the Pink
Ladies in *Grease,” but Nancy

Deo is harder to eavigian.

very sweot,” paid co-director and
choreographer Barry Lather who
tuught her all the right moves in
“Grease on Ice” opening Satur-
day for three performances nt
Joc Louis Arena in Detroit. Still,
some peoplo will be asking “why”
and thinking about the whack on
the kneo that Kerrigan suffered

Figure Skating Championships
in Detroit. An associate of Hard-
ing’s was later charged with the
crime.

Kerrigan recovered from her
injury and won a silver medal at
the 1994 U.S. Olympics, “She'a
way past what happened in
Detroit, but it's still there” said
Lather. “The role of Sandy is
good for her. She's pretty much
en all American girl”

Married and the mother of o
gson, Matthew, Kerrigan said

love songs

“Love American Style,” will spot-
light Troiano and Yova in a num-
ber of duets from Broadway.

Troiano and Yova will be
accompanied by pianiet Joseph
Gurt, o graduate of the Julliard
Schoo} of Music and & professor
of music ut Eastern Michigan.
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‘She was undor a lot of pressure, hor back was

up agalnst the wall to learn, and did really well. |
She's used to golng on the Ice and belng Rancy

Kerrigan, not Sandy. She had to capture the rofe

and learn Sandy's body (

anguage and kow to

move to the muslc. It's a lot to tearn. It's not Just

a dance show, you have to tell a story.”

K

Barry Lather

.- chorcographer for ‘Grease’

*Grense on Ice” wus an “opportu-

- nity T couldn't pass up ~ I grew
..up loving the dancing, the music
and tho energy of ‘Grease.™ .
e music is undeniable, the

songs arc great, and there’s a-

boy mects girl lovo story,” said
Lather who is known for his
award-winning music videos
with Janot Jackson and Paula
Abdul. Clioreographing “Greass
on Ice” was a challenge. Ho had
worked with skaters before,

-including Kristi Yamaguchi and
Kerrigan, but never did a 80--

minuto production, .

“I played hockey growing up,
but I never figure skated,” he
said in a telephone interview
from St, Paul Minneapolis. *I've
been dancing all my life.” With
the help of his nssistant, Jaimie
Isley, an accomplished skator,
Lather worked to create s high
encrgy blend of skating and
dancing with a rock n’ roll edgo
in “Greasc on Ice”

*This wns a tough' job," said
Lather, *I needed a great skating
nsslatant to communicate what I

wanted to the skaters.  If it was,

a move the skaters had seen
before, I didn't want to do it; 1
wanted to create fun moves that
complimont the music of
‘Grease,' I wanted it to be a great
show.” coe .

The cast doesn't stand still
long in “Grease on Ice” thero is
only n couple of ballads; but lots
of high energy songs including
“Greased Lightnin™ and *We go
Together.” !

“They have to totally act out
their lines through body lan-
guage,” said Lather about the
cast of 28 okators who lip-sync
their lines. “Thoy're got to be
able to projoct. You’ve got to
over-act, It'a not like doing the
show on a Broadway stage,
you've got 12,000 to 13,000 peo-
plein an arena.” '

Lather said some of tho dance
stufl was hard on the skaters,
but he pushed knowing that they

* could do it, Before the show

| Nancy Kerrigan returns -
to Detroit in ‘Grease on Ice’

* Kesrigan met Lather in 1995
when he chorcographed & num.

" per for a Disney apecial 'she was
_in; They shat the commarcinl for

“Qrease on Ieo” before the show
oponed. “She bod a tough job,”
said Lather about Kerrigan. “She
was nbla to rehearse with ug for
only cight days. She was under o
lot of prossurs, her back was up
against the wall to learn, and did
really well, She's used to going
on the ico gnddl;ogn}(l; l;llngcy Ker-
rigan, not Sandy. Sho had to cap-
tugr?thn rolo and learn Sandy’s
body language and how to move
to “4e music, It's a ot to learn,
It's not just a dance show, you
have to tell a story”

Lather said he was impressed
by Kerrigan's can-do attitude,
“Whoen you want to show her
something she wants to know it
now. She wants to work, work, -
until it'a done. I really like that,
She just came in and learned it*

*“Grenso” was first presented
on a small stage in Chicago in
June 1971, After sitting through
the five hour production, New
York producers, Allan Carr and
Robert Stigwood encotiraged the
playwrights, Jim Jacobs and
Warren Casoy, to trim'the show
to two hours. .

“Grease” quickly became a hit
off-Broadway, and on Broadway
where it remained for almost
soven.and-a-half years.

In 1978 Stigwood and carr
released the film vorsion star-
ring John Travolta as Danny
Zuko and Olivia Nowton-John as

opened on Nav. 20, Lathor and Sandy.

his cast practiced. six day:
weck, 12 hotrs a day beginning
in early October. N

Gﬂspei from page E1

‘Gre.m‘on Iw" is presented by

.Fold Entertainmont and The

rganization.

Moargan Freeman was sclected to
perform a role in ‘Driving Misa
Deisy’ off Broadway and Lee
Breuer called me,” he said, “I had
been working with him and he
agked it I would substi for

part, he loved it,

“The audience seemed to be
pleased by it, uplifted by it. It
scemed to bless people night
after n!)ghjt.“ he'm:i. 'l'hc‘pecl&!e

Morgan but initlally I hesitated,
The reason I hesitated is that I
had never played church, it's
been a serious thing to me, Then
thinking about it and praying
ubout it, I accopted the opportu-

nity"
*Miller aaid the story of Oedi-
pus wanderings aftar he discov-

ors that he has murdered his

father and married his mother is
a powerful lesson. Ocdipus, who
has torn out his eyes in shame, is
reduced to the lowest depths

* before finding redemption in the

town of Colonus.

Breuar got the idea for tho
show after Telson took him to ace
a performance by the Five Blind
Boys of Alabamn.

Miller said once he did the

y
Bpirit was high. T couldn’t have
gotten through the -production
without a spiritual high.”

Miller went on to perform for
aix wecks on Broadway.

“The Gospel at Colonus” has
weon audience and critical favor,
winning the off-Broadway Obie
for Qutstanding Musical, nomii.
nations for a Pulitizer Prize and
Tony Award, a Grammy and an
LA Inner Circle Critics Award. It .
has boen performed around the
world and has been broadeast on

holds the whole thing together”
‘The musical groupa act like a
Greek chorus, emphasizing the
theme with the driving rhythm
of black goapel music,
In an interview with the Salt

-Lakg Tribune, Telsan, whe is-

white, describes how ho wad
inspired to write the music,

“One thing that I've always
been impressed with in the black
church experience it that there
seoms to be a lot of emphasis on
love. There's a mixture of joy and
love and tragedy — the wide
rango of emotions we have in our
lives,” Telson said.

Millgr‘)ﬁ congregation has

PBS' “Great Performances,”

*“I play the part of tho messon-
ger. It's a church, a black church
sotting,” Miller said. *I come and
do a first sermon which sets the
tone and pace for the whola pro-
duction. My part is the part that

P to the play’s
portrayal of their church and the
performoance of their pstor.

*It came here Inst year and
they loved it,” be said. “They feel
goad about me doing it. They
appreciata the adulation their
paator receives.”
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