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* Thoir progross may not be
geon until tho noxt gencration of
lakes area youngsters is in
school. But a nowly erganized
3 coalition is looking for help now
to reduce drug and alcohol use in
tho Walled Lake schools.

i 1 “It can bo very depressing, but
¢ as long as ovorybody atnys
togethor, it's gotta work,” said
Beth Belter, member of the Novi
Community That Ceres Coali-

on. .
. 8Bhe and other community
members and school officials
attended the organizational
meoting of the Allianca of Com-
munity Teams (ACT) for the
Groater Walled Lake Area Coali-

on.
1 The group is looking for par-
ents and community membaora to
help them accomplish their goal.
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. . If you'ro wondering whether
discipline or sprit eaprit de corpa
within the Oakland Sheriff's
Department would slip onece a
civilian — rather than a spit-
and-polish military man -—
{ assumed command, relax.
> It hosn't — in the first week,
! anyway.
That scemed to be a message
i that came across Thursdoy at a

. press conference at which newly
 appointed Sheriff Michaol
' Bouchard announced his pick for
- tundersheriff and chicf of ataff,
' Major Thomas Quisenberry and
- Capt. Michael McCabe, respec-
¢ tively.
Bouchard was appointed Mon-
- day, and he admitted he was
*atill learning some fundamental
; things, the location of the men's
¢ room being one.
‘ That was a sclf-effacing
° understatemont, of courso.
Bouchard has held staff moet-
ings, mot with judges, to
jail and perused the budget to.

~ ‘prepare. himself ns commander. ..

of & 915-member unit.

! Picking his management team
was an important atep, the now
sheriff said. But it was & decision
that had to be made quickly,
with the best information avail-
able,

When ho said sought counsel

of othera — the county executive,
prosecutor and chiefss of police he
knew from his years as a polico
officer — Bouchard said, o fow
names surfaced repeatedly.
. Quisenberry and McCabe
woren't the only peoplo recom-
mended for the top level jobs, he
said. But their names came up
frequently, Bouchard said.

While announcing his top
managers was important, to tho

department and interested Oak-
land residents, there necme:)l to

Rich and Staei Sadowski of
Commerce Chiropractic Clinic
attended the initial mooting
because they promote o drug free
onvironment in their line of
work.

“You're alwaya telling people
to sny no to drugs, then as soon
a8 wo feel bad, what do we do?
We pop a pill,” said Rich Sad-
owski. “I think there's a lot of
hypocrisy going on,”

That's why as soon as a child
has a problem, like a break up,
Sadowaki snid, they turn to
drugs because that's what

0 been trained to do,

Focusing on where and when
the drug and alcohol use is
occurring as well as ways to pro-
vent became a top priority of the
school district following a March
1998 survey of substanco abuse
smong students in the Walled

e schools.
Janet Scheotz, supervisor of

had body langungo.

Without reading too much too
soon into tho situation, here's
why that message might have
significance.

Undor the late John F.
Nichols, the department had the
reputation of a disciplined, apit-
and-polish unit striving for pro-
fessionnlism. The dopartment
-wasn't perfect, and the barrel
has had some bad apples,

When Bouchard — an unas-
suming civilian with n self-offac-
ing demeanor — took over, s0mo
people familiar with the depart-
ment_ probably wondered if

Stop

There are alternatives!
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spocial services for the district,
helped the diatrict obtain a
$15,000 grant, which the district
was awarded from the Oakland
County Health Division, to help
start the coalition,

Kim Cunningham, a Com-
merco Township parent of two
district children, was hired to
lead the group, '

“Her goal 18 to get the program
started and become on indepen-
dont entity,” Scheetz said.

To move in that direction, the
group needs community partici-
pation from jndividuals willing
to sharo their ideas on how to
begin the battle againat sub-

“We think we sce a problem
hero when Wvo're looking at 84.1
porcent of our 12th gradera
using alcohol,” Scheetz said.
“The one thotl scares me the,
mosat {s at fiRth grade or below
when almost 10 percent of kids
say they started smoking.”

“Protty much 90 percent (of
eighth, 10th and 12th graders)
think they can get whatever they
want whenever they want,”
Scheetz said.

With nine communities in the
school district and much of the
use taking place at unsupervised

" parties and friends home, Cun-

ningham eaid, **This is bigger

than any of us, Subatance abuse

wanta us to believe it doesn't
at.”

“We're hoping we can really
force n community approach to
lots of things in the lakes area,”
8 i dent James Geisler

stanco abuse among youths,
their first issue,

things might change . . . if expec-
tations might ba lowered,

Not likely, judging by the body
language at Thursday’s press
conference.

To begin with, the conference
room was jammed to near capnc-
ity as civiien porsonnel,
d i d officers

said. *It's important that we look

tions and took care of tho busi-
nesa at hand, Quisenberry said
the job would be a challenge.
“For overy aother job I've held,”
he said, “therc was a job descrip-
tion.” But the duties of undersh-
erifl were much less structured.

an

crowded into the lower lovel of

the complex. At previous news
said one d

GTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC BALE

officer, people were ordered to
attend. *But not this time,” said
the officer.

In a no-nonsense way,
Bojichard announced the promo-
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at it as ‘this is not a problem for
the Walled Lake school system,
this is n problem for the lakes

area.

Geisler said parents are very
reluctant to ask if partics and
other events involving their chil-
dren will be supervised.

“How do you get parenta to be
involved without seeming to be a
fanatic,” Geisler asked. .

Commerce Township resident
Tom Keliher eaid he was con-
cerned about the viclence associ-
ated with substance abuse tak-
ing placa before school.

*I'm concerned if a child goes
ballistic and does take a child's
life or a teacher,” Keliher said.

School officiale bave besn
nware that substance nbuze has
been a problem for a long time,
Geislor said. That's why student
assistance coordinators were
hired to develop programs and
address individuals with abuse

'New Sheriff Bouchard announces his picks

Referring to process for select-
ing the second in command,
Quisenberry joked, “We flipped a
coin, and I loat.”

McCabe said he'd strive to
make the departmont botter.
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New coalition wants to reduce alcohol-drug use:

problems and polico linizons are’:
focated in both high schools. -
Walled Laoke Central police:
linison Timothy Hein said there
has been a decrease in num.*
ber of subatance abuss offenses:
thoy handle, but Hein knows the™
problem isn’t going away. ah
“We've had a much harder
time finding the drugs this
year,” Hein said. “What we have-
done in the achools is limit the'-
availability because it has to be'.
done in secret now, If you can’
limit the availability, you ¢an-
decrease use,” [t
Next mecting: The next
Alliance of Community Teams
(ACT) for the Greater Walled
Lake Area Coalition meeting s
scheduled for 7:30 a.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 25 at the Walled Lake
Schools Employees Federal Cred-
it Union, located at 3095 S. Com-
merce Road just west of Central
High. :

for staff

and Bouchard wers literally on
the same tenm. That was at
Brother Rice High School, when
Bouchard was a star and he was
;?uipmﬂnt manager, #aid

Then he recalled the last time he
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women with periodontal discase hay a 25%
higher risk of corenary disease, and a 46%

ik
higher cisk of dying from a3 causes, than

people without gum disease. This was
confirmed that
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home like setting!

We offer Assisted Living through a carefully structured and comprehensive program.
Personalized care and soclal aclvitles designed to stimulate cach resident 1o maximize their

1 and physlaal By focusing our efforts in small groups in our

residentlal seiting we are able o acommodate Active/Alert, Memoty Impalred,

Frall/Recovering, and Alzheimers residents.
« State Licensed  Medication Management » Nurse On Site » Spacious Aparmment Style Suites

« Single Story Buildings « Incontinency Management Planned Activities
« On Site Physician Visits ® Wander Secured/Bartier Free Available

Now enrolllng future Picassos and Van Goghs

at Kinder Care Learning Center

Children learn the
most in thelr earty
years and learn best
through first hand
experiences.Limited
N openings In our
Infant, toddler, and
preschool programs.

Just call or vislt today.
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