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Be concerned, not crazy about YZK

camo to realize there is such
E a thing as millennial mad-
ness while driving homo in
bumper-to-bumper traffic the
other day.
" There, on my favorite radio
station, Col. Jamen “Bo” Gritz
was hyping a Y2K conference
_he was holding in the Lansing
area..Tho conference was spon-
sored by o group he runs called
'samething like “Save America”
Oh ycuh. After telling ua
how to prepare for Y2K, *Bo”
Gritz was also going to teach
us how to be locksmiths.
. T kid you not. Professional
locksmiths.

It's madness I say

The world truly has gone
Y2K mad.
- Gritz, who likes to call him-
self “the real life Rambo,” has
joined n growing list of
whacked-out weirdoes exploit-
ing the computer glitch that

military strate-

PC TALK

gy

1 know noth- -
ing about mili-
tary strategy,
other than the
fact that, like .
judges, wo
shouldn't let
some people
stay in uniform -
too long.

I do, howev-
er, know quite a lot about Y2K.
Pve been reporting on it for
close to three years now,

So let me try to give you a
realistic assessment on this
whole issue before guys like

MIKE
WENDLAND

* “Bo” Gritz talk you into clean-

ing out all the ammo from the
local Kmart sperting goods sec-
tio;

tell you that it is a fact that
Y?.K is one of tho biggest tech-
ical headaches the world

threatens to disrupt -
ized systems around the world:
when Jan. 1, 2000, rolls
around.

1 know a lot of people think
- “Bo” Gritz is a hera, Maybe he
was, He sure won a lot of mili-
tary honors. And I don’t mean
to take away from any of that.
But I think this hero iz alson
huckster.

He knows about as much
about Y2K as I know about

has ever scen.

But it is equally a fact that
the problem is now being so
over-hyped and exploited by
everyane from religioua zealots

n.
First of all, I'll bo the first to .

HotBot found 162,676 Web .
matches. Excito returned
80,306,

Tho vast majority of Y2K
sitos take a gloom-and-deom
view, But I suggest that
instead of cashing in your
401(k) mutual funds for gold
and silver, look closely. Most of
the sites are also selling some-
thing, like Y2K survival goar,
pre-packaged food or even
parcels of land in *Y2K-safe
communities” where people are
supposedly moving to “escape
the coming chaos that will
make our more populated
arens unsafe when the comput-
ers shut down.”

1 get asked all the timo how
bad I think it will be and what
precautions I'm personally tak-

ing. .
Nothing I have seen Jeads
me to believe that Y2K, in and
of itself, will be catastrophic to

socicty or the economy. Yes, 1
do expect disruptions and
inconveniences, But every day,
progress is being reported. The
power grid ia not nearly as vul-
ble, it now app as the

to quick-buck artists that per-

“haps the biggest danger is not

from Y2K but bad reporting.
Just surf the Internet for
proof. Yahoo lists 348 sites
with Y2K in the name,
AltaVista counted 427,461
Web site references to Y2K.

gloom and deomers have been
claiming, Most hospital and
medical equipment will work
just fine. The automotive
industry and most of its key
suppliers are well on their way
to being fully Y2K compliant
by summer,

1 get asked all 'the
time how bad I think it
will be and what pre-
cautions I'm personally
taldng.

Thero really in some good
nows out there as the nation
reaponds to this technological
challenge. But good news does-
n't sell freeze dried emergency
food rations.

That said, my biggest worry
is that the hype will get 8o out
of control that it becornes a

-self-fulfilling prophesy and all

the sensational reporting and
hysteria over this will bring
about a real panic, And that
could have disastrous effects
on socioty far worse than what
Y2K itself brings.

A few extra cans

8o, what am I personally *
doin|

I am buying a few oxtra cans
of food every time we go to the
grocery store.

1 plan to have hard copies of
all my financial records.

And I read everything [ can
about the issue.

Again, I do think thero will
be short-term service disrup-
tions, maybe even some scat-
tered power outages, So, I'll:

Hills ice arena offers hockey clinic for kids

The Farmington Hills Ice
Arenn offers the following hock-
ey clinic schedule:

Session III - January 25
through March 20 (8 weeks).

B2 Ages 4-7: 4:00-4:60 p.m.

NTER

Mondays.
M Ages 8-13: 4:00-4:50 p.m.
Wedneadays.

‘This clinic is designed to devel-
op tho skater and atrengthen the

skating sklllu, utick hnndhnx.
endurance, individual hockey
skills, shooting and passing, and
stapping.

Full hockey equipment is

 SPECIALS  SPECIALS |

raquired for hockey chmcn
including helmets, mouth guards
and other protcctivu gear. A com-
pleto equipment list and regis-
tration information is available
at the arena.

INTER
SPECIALS SI’ECIALS

.

}mve !ots of cundlca batteries
for flashlights, some basic sup-
pliea.

Tobe honcsl, 1 find myself
going back and forth on this a
lot. Some days, like when I *
read that the railroads are
going to be hit really hard and
will likely not move trains for.
some time in some parts of the
country, I get really concerned,

On other times, when I seo]
that an gegment of society like
the banking industry is well on
ita way to having ita systoms
Y2K compliant, I relax a bit.

Unfortunately, there are no

_clear indications on just what's
going to happen. A prudent
man plans for the worst. So,
yeah, I'nm taking some precau-
tions. Nothing major yet, but
I'm ready to take a lot more if,
come spring, it doesn't look

‘very good.

V One more thing. In the
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Classes are starting now!
Call today to reserve your seat.

Last Chance to Prepare for
the February 6th Exam!

»Class Begins January 9th!’

1-800-KAP-TEST
wwwluplm.oom
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e N Arenadic v
mtcn,st of full duclnsum, its:
only appropriate for mo to tcll
you that I, too, will be eonduct-
ing a Y2K conference.
It's,coming up in March nnd
t deals with how to assess the!
Y2K'vubmmblhty of your 4
small business or home com-
putem This seminar is spon-
uored byWXY’l‘ Radio.
" But Ipromise this: If the
radio etation sets up stands
selling Y2K survival supplies
Il bow out and tell them to
bring in “Bo."

Mike Wendland reports
about computers and the Inter..
net for NBC-television stations.
coast-to-coast, Hia radio show
ig heard every weekend on :
TalkRedio 1270, WXYT. You
can reach Mike through his
Web site at wiww.pemike.com
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Winter Special through February 15"
$1.00 PORTRAIT SESSION & 10% OFF YOUR FINISHED ORDER!

Portraits
oy Sayles

261 E. Merrill Street {in the Merrillwood Bldg.) ® Birmingham, Mle 248/642-4940

Tuld Advertisement

% Not The Scientific Weight-Loss Bireakthvough of The Year, Decads, or Cantury, But .. i Just Might Be Tha Welghid
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